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HASHUTAFIN

Eretz Yisrael now."™ by vyn nxy — And if only a few of them
study in exile, D™ 7on Kiywn Hm — [those scholars] will be
released from the burdens of kings and officers. From here we
see that God exempts Torah scholars from the “burden” of taxes,
among other obligations owed to the government.

Rav Nachman elucidates the third verse:

a7 MNyIX — You have transgressed a precept of the
Writings, for it is written:'®  xpb vy Kb 7om o2 M,
»amby — It shall be unlawful to impose upon them levies,
ltaxes and ftithes." m7m 21 "px1 — And Rav Yehudah
said: bwn nm W »mm, — Levies — this is the king’s
portion;™™  xnb51 qoa i #iba,, — taxes — this is the head
tax; NPXIX T 9m, — and tithes — this is the annual tithe of
produce and livestock, which was given to the government. Thus,
it is obvious from all three sources that Rav Nachman bar Rav
Chisda wrongfully imposed a head tax on the Rabbis of his town,
since Rabbis are generally exempt from taxation.

The Gemara discusses other taxes, and who must pay them:
KRT0 R™M3 Kt 899 21 — Rav Pappa imposed a tax for the
purpose of digging a new well to provide drinking water for the
town, mamx — and he levied the tax even upon orphans.’?

An objection is raised:
X85 27% *TX 277 M2 XY 21 Y My — Rav Shisha the son
of Rav Idi said to Rav Pappa: “1mm Xb xnb™n — But
perhaps [water] will never be drawn from the well, for the
digging may prove unsuccessful!®® — ? —

Rav Pappa dismisses this concern:
¥ X3y Spem mb i — [Rav Pappal told [Rav Shishal;
I shall collect the tax from [the orphans], 5w x — and if
[water] will ultimately be drawn from the well, Srm — it
will be drawn (i.e. there will be no problem)! &b %) — And if
the digging is not successful, by n% xyy3m0 —~ I shall
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simply return [the money] to them. On this basis it was
permitted to include minor orphans in the tax.
Rav Yehudah issues two rulings:

X33 "91xY Y27 o 21 7wy — Rav Yehudah said: We collect
from everyone for installing doors to enclose®! the city’s gates
—-  mnm 1'9"5:5 ~ even from orphans, for they also need
protection.  xnvwy My KXY 1 bax — But the Rabbis do
not need human protection, and so they are exempt from this
tax. Nmp R™MaY Y7 — Further, we collect from everyone for
the digging of a well® 13311 1% ~ even from the Rabbis,
for they also require drinking water.

Rav Yehudah qualifies his second ruling:
NP¥ 7K X5 — And we have said that the Rabbis must
contribute toward the well only  xpYax3 1903 859 — when [the
townspeople] do not go out in turns when called®' to dig the
well themselves, but hire workers to do so. In such a case, the
Rabbis must help bear the cost of the project.  xpYax3 %53 bax

— But if [the townspeople] go out in turns when called to dig
the well themselves, the Rabbis are excused from performing this
duty, s RpY3X2 po™ W2 XY 131 — for Rabbis are not
people who go out and perform manual labor when ealled. To do
s0 would bring dishonor on the Torah, which they represent.24

The Gemara relates an incident:
nYiva Wwa ninyix nng 131 — Rebbi® opened storehouses of
food to feed the poor during the years of famine. 1019 K
T oY3 3% oya Xna Hya mawn 1Hya xypn Yya — However,
[Rebbi] said: Only those who are students?® of Scripture, or
students of Mishnah, or students of Gemara,?" or students of
halachah,” or students of the homiletic literature may enter
and take food from the storehouses. 10321 bx yxit my bax ~
But unlearned folk may not enter.?”  ovny J2 13t 737 P17
o131 — R’ Yonasan ben Amram, a disciple of Rebbi’s, disguised
himself*” and pushed his way into the storehouse. 1271 Rl

NOTES

15. Rashi writes: “I will gather them soon.”

16. Ezra T:24.

17. Rashi explains that in this verse King Darius II, son of Esther and
Achashveirosh, commanded the pasha whose dominion included Eretz
Yisrael to exempt the Men of the Great Assembly from these taxes and
levies. Rashash points out, however, that the first part of the verse
explicitly mentions only the Temple personnel as deserving of this
exemption (see Hogahos R’ Matisyahu Strashun). [Perhaps Rashi
reckons the Men of the Great Assembly among the Temple personnel
because they convened for judgment in the Temple.] Tosafos explain
that devotion to Torah study is equivalent to involvement in the Temple
service. Thus, the Gemara’s proof is as follows: Just as the Temple
personnel were exempt from taxes because of their participation in the
sacred Temple services, so, too, Torah scholars are exempt because of
their sacred Torah study.

18.1.e. revenue from various taxes imposed routinely upon the citizenry
(Rashi).

19. Le. who were minors and thus entitled to special treatment.
Although minor orphans must also contribute to communal projects
from which they benefit, digging a new well poses a special problem, as
the Gemara now explains.

20. Rav Shisha argued that if water is not found, Rav Pappa will have
caused a needless loss of the orphans’ money, and that since they are
minors the orphans are not legally competent to forgive the administra-
tors’ inadvertant misuse of their funds (Rashi).

Rav Shisha’s objection does not imply that every failed public works
project signifies a misuse of funds collected from the general populace,
so that the public’s forgiveness would be required to absolve the city
administrators of wrongdoing, for administrators are authorized to use
communal funds as they see fit (see Gemara below, 8b). Rather, it is only
the money of minor orphans that may not be expended needlessly, for

they have no real obligation to contribute to communal projects. We may
only take funds from them when they actually benefit from their use
(see Yad Ramah, Rabbeinu Gershom,).

21. "9 means doors (see Berachos 28a), and o3 means closure (see
Bava Metzia 25b) [Rashi].

22. xmy actually means drinking vessel, not “well.” Rav Yehudah called
the well “a drinking vessel” because such vessels were permanently
placed at wells for the use of wayfarers that required a drink (Rashi).
23. Rashi, who understands that xp9ax is derived from ny1o7, public
announcement. Rabbeinu Gershom and others translate xp%ax as “n
rotations.” According to these commentators xpbox derives from
Xpi723K, which means a large group of people.

24. Rabbeinu Gershom. Nimukei Yosef cites a ruling from Tosafos
(which is not found in our text), that in this case the Rabbis are totally
exempt, and do not have to hire others to go in their stead.

25. Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, codifier of the Mishnah.

26. Literally, masters of Scripture etc.

27. This refers to the oral elucidation of the Mishnah, for the Gemara
(Talmud Bavli) was not redacted until later.

28. Although normally ma%r *9y2a refers to students of the Mishnah, here
it means students of the Baraisa, since the former category is already
explicitly mentioned (Rabbeinu Gershom). Rashash, however, under-
stands the expression to refer to students of the various codes of
halachah that existed at that time.

29. Rebbi was concerned that his food supplies were insufficient to feed
everyone, and that the unlearned people would therefore sustain
themselves at the expense of the Torah scholars (Ritva, cited in Beis
Yosef to Tur Yoreh Deah 251; see also Maharsha).

30. As a common, unlearned person. The Gemara below will explain his
reason for doing so.




wewh Y
My

podon vp ey R Y
TED 0P > %0 p7D
PP P A YEW B
T PTER D up
13 PEp AN
Sopvpmpss m
wp S o
"D 17D BYED 35 PEY
17 VP 3D
vEIOE MmOy R
amp > % p7p op
oF DL B AP op
POP M " T DI
5 h

B% 7p T prpp B
b ub
s Son 17D mpw ND
9 e
Son pro My v AR
mpor o o
T DT 3 P
5 qup ™
Sop wm mp oo
» Ao owp pepn
77275 3P PED 0D
1D gEp ¥I D
Aoy vp o 5D
mp o owp
"D HD BB 5D PED
i3 qwp app
mpSooe mn MR
TP OF B"E bp

7
Yoo MR B3
ap v onko pp Son
77 B B 570N BF

39D P
S p oy % 8 1B
» who omy pusy
7 BED 3PP PED 0D

3 gD PPy P
pAarpog e p Mp
DYEW PP PEY a0

3D WP T
anp > 3o o 8D
"D T YR B
6 pop 3

——ete—
=1 mh Rl

mopIbw Jarn X
TR Y PR e
Pt WP W
M Ynm o oooxn
233 I RN 01T
oIy RW o bxwe
ex  LRAE A
AR R
29w nuaw 2amm
Yy oiy o hRw
wra pwom W
>7pyR mna YRwrw
bxwr tw vwmp
VT AT wpewn
o R pron
YU Jrawa ypwn
RSN cwnn Y
QnIwI WO WK (W
TR 03 PP panm
Wz TN apoww
omban BYIPR Y
PO BN LYR B
Hrm oyn MR M
ne ot W R wme
mann paw TR
o RN on on
RO XM9 vpp Sw
TRINY A aven
A o ow o
Y NI e Mpwn?
PO DI Mt
PnopRmd b ¢
PIL R W DN
o mon
war R’ b
¥ IREDN i
Eau =T - ) 1 L 1))
TYWY T R VPR
e BRI
13 ywnan P nn®
ow o mna Yy ek
WY Ro3 R e P
Wby mnYt nean
TOY owe Y
own TYR nrn sy
®mb erva wm
mRbeY oY XN
ow Y3 v’ o 1
®np X0 Y TP P
m> om vhm phvw
P mer 3 nel)

Ny NP2 N22 NN P Panwen

onp Pobins OPY WD obd omTy NEWT wir NG oh SN nbiD 1] 1omp oS 1 Hrdh .avasn smatn N

00 470 3p b bph PH 70 pIpno I3 P33 AR oI TW3 pepkn P oI Do pavd
P "> DY DINS NG LIPS 7D KW N G 35 0w 5 13 b el b ood 30t opbp vy 33m
» lmm o1pnd opnn WD PSED 7 pewb b W OE DIOD DY RN WIS NS 1mEd [o0] 773 o
PR DY Bovh em vy 3 O RN I oma7) OB THNEY 19D
S 3 %w) PESO P Po b NG NVRATIDE O 0 SN N O8N opow pap v 2%

TP Py EYD SN NS ON DOTRD MR SN NDID W SEm XD ANy omws e ons

IPVD MM DL 3772 173 (5) 3 © MR N2 DD N2 B 3 I Y9 coisph swps
PIODDT D7D T NSEIN 3 g 3 SN N NS N Ao PP DD IS0 [0 oo [of]

oo b b phEdn DdPs Yo DME P HENY
»73) £ wpm b o e IR WA RAVININ DY Py T 151; oM .‘15): ben

froo  SmE OF P (pp r 0D DY D3N AN INDT ROVIRIN p T T T £ 5 vs) 1937
S qrprmep) POWD W7 b p7py WA TTAPN BT W WIN T2 YD wpsb Y v v b nb oS
oh 977 BBOD (eover oy o DYAY 23D NN PR BN DY S opy paan.75am e obse pow
poan7 booh BEn s peve7 37 90 oxH N oM T W P 50 tovme w5 o o phon oo
i) oS 93 e D N3 oy DA DMASR YTHOR 1oN RO PWAR PBuD MDD XM
S 2999 o) v AN OS5 S e s yn pB% KR RV (O3 DB Y
1P DT 20N BUNPR PDE WD Ly ena oy Npro e wpn M PR 0D O b3 b
o903 " 3w w3 oond amosd .. ! 7 oh7ppM o 13 1P5 B) Swm
w37 DAY oo fapway DR WY D Dle N7 ONDIIN OPD ool s 48 wpn oop
o pd o prhy e pam npt DTN T M wp orm DY ANy mBEd NEY NG oy
(> vup) M 23D OPSp P3N VANI IMDIN DO T PI0D KW E MR pndy b oy o3 3508 o
A7 3™ (o ) ppYEs by oM DM P o D¥IPN NP P12 un (g7 oom) ) P w
19P3 B39 YD PO odE DD e AST INSTIN DM T N oo wb B m> orbp Poa

mpd H37 WIBDT WO M (or) S AN ¢ Dnnsv NS e NS -l‘)'-“ oy BT e g7 o) DYDUD b3

qpY 37 103 D7D 370 D300 YW Rn‘?lfﬂ 3 :]DD w9 .‘L;nn P W T ST Sov o pwbEd 3 pYEh e

D95 BY YO DI 7D M TOD M3 OE BASD B0 op
63970 G "gypo vom B oy NI NYID NI RDD 37 NIOK 3 o Yop O MR 13 B

Wb 21 by obE o sy 12 TN 37T N3 NP 31 57N VAN ™5 S300 Jam WeN ipopp |

SEph w0 B o3 MInd b W R Sper S8 S 85 Mo Mop 1o PPE NNYDND B3 N9 oomb
o067 DI T vrd opipd  NXTTIAT MO WY Oy Sy N v B word oroes sy onsy
55 1pw7 7pby D30 o7 30D OO 50T A 9N WINE o O PRE ST 390 :o&mn oo
Do 336 (s phn) DIW W ey N5 a7 SaNTo yamwy Youun Npy OB (op p) DD DI
D7 £33 160 b Op) PPN by 1T "N MRS b 53 NP B (w ) OYT 17 IS v

Pen MeEr wr om by oop rob Yopw vy Sdbp
(5D q7 o) PROO3 WP BpYID PRI TN NPooND PR N7 MON TR sy v o pEdE Yom3 pdoh

Yoo mp Dy 07wy wp opopy T3 NNDDND PEY U3 5 137 NNTOND (iop oo5) 9P B 39D %3 Pbo
proon S3p7 By oE w97 wpp DD AR MM WY MANIN MDD YN ws Yy emh mwop md

P7os BoEs o5 o 57 byvp OPD NI opa M S NI OPR  pon pow b pam orspoy
Yb (oo oo o q) PPWT 080 ON PN YAy DN TR SPA 95 DY 8P W ot ophis

o> pby OB W0 B BEOT a3 b man DI DAY 13 I 30 P P b0 ony N D P
PIR6Y 1330 13 107 DD KVD muam 1nb Yo an AP M35 TN B0 PO dpn KDY Mt 1wy

oo e ph b (o) - " e cyodon opbpy Spe oy
oo e v pamp SO0 [7'R] AN 7103 5 DR W5 5 : "
I TP BT AND PO MM Somn | L D Boe abwe sa

i 1 il v

3773 P 1 1R% TN PIRT DYY ND NI S N TN PR 8D ?:7«2::17.: ?3:“ o@;m, 53;;
VM TN M230 MO MY WNY RN TTON DY 2 N sme e corp e P
N2 PUPMD PR TR Fepmd 137 557 10830 30 AN AW 1P BDD Do v 3 ov o
NN NNEN T NODD O waT NS NS np Sawa dON D95 PR TR e oww) w0 oy
DRI O I NS M5 AN IR 1A AN S Y T meps | 3 B0 7 3 B mo mpm
TR 0T WP OB TN R NOD ST b P vy [orR] TORR I nen? an iy - 5wo
pH3x] won pan o oEds op

DI NI WD A0 P P Py 80 1 N I i wn | s 785 ompb o D
DOWO N3 MIPTD PRY DINY TN K9S Pod DD Y DION AR l,,;ipg M P M oS
FIMAT I0) WP OWIND NI TP R 1D N B Sawn MON | e oo ok bop oo
IR AN DN MO OpR% Dpn NAIPR RO AANEC D) ID.sYsT: ompo s
AN TN I ANDD 17 DN DWW O WA N 155 s moppa B0 oo vk b o puep
FINITT TTIAMTC o NUNTD NN IO N7 NP 920 KO MWD MO RIY P TR W s sooms
PIMD W3 MY MON AN WY DN DY RAMAR 53 pn wawn (PR B P33 3m vwe
O350 a3 MO N [N M W PSS TOK B DO DR NIRZRY 53 TYR D A0 1R
AmMapd mpwn Mosd mew mepd o S wrenb on owSw e NI RHR 3N DY R 9
DN TN 113N NP 005 WA Y DY PN 3 130 107 1M ) AN DN ) TN TR EBT ¢y o
NTYO® MDD 27 AN NPT 10T & 3T © N 1330 F2N MANM SBNY MY DD 5311 prw M R
N M0 N RO 50 NEOMST RSO0 NPT DM KD 1330 SaNY A N RITT ANee
PPOWD PNZ T 12 ORI 37 00 NN SN D N3 3T YRR TIPS NN A an aoeR
LT NPT NTBNP O NITRD NP IIWNND® NN SR oo pinh YowN ovann Sp mp
PN NI T2 PRI NDY AD 27 20 1127 mee’ M0 FeN AT 37 e AN NI AT MO
I P EMaw DT BR DN S MIpTE RS PR T 93 SN 39 AR Man SR

)

o310 NI W3 IR FIND 510N TIID 2287 %3 Y12V K 1T PN [PRY (DN DIRI] (IR TSP 17 TYR %12 MINAN PRYTY T2 RTYING SP5A RP Y :0UIRD W0 PR [0 J3IT BK XK
537 :P0Y 3 YUY PN 02T 3091 3955 115 M bR nibnt e’ Pomy mawn Hva am PRIN RO 7R 993 R Do h2 Mk R RNOTTIIT 3 5y AR M Mew [ bR Yya somy
TP 23N P TR Kb 2w s 10 KT PP <1331 19%] ON K AN VoK 5 1 mprw 715 Km0 2w Y9 o Toon Phume Kb w3 R $PIRM T DIIDY ¥ T RV RYLY
B9 TR 1T 720 302 BT Y 7Y T X7 1327 KX DW YIRDS &7 [T IR MY YEwn K5R D0Ih K3 DVIVTID PRY IR 2007 hen Yua K993 IpD Rt xaibs Ky by Kby oy
FaY AT nnmn Y T2 by mpn’ mpan aNRWN phex an Yo KT N INONT ST 0V DN 1Y w1 I 7 P33 I S PYN OWIRD RV RPOID 11 KY 2901 103 00 70 IR
ROUPYTY 201D N 00 7 a1 71 XIX 5V 0w 1w k1 YR DD (3 NP0 PIv 120 PR 10 IR N90 A3 3053 DT TY WIND TR I APV I QWY 0T IR T N0
27 2% iy Jrb 1Y WD [NPRY RN 30 Rprs YK W PYI AW IR 130 730 P2 30 RV TN 2T AN0E QRS TYPN AY /Y KoK Y3 K7 KO RAMR R™0% (3 0N 27 oyt b
T2 PR YIRD PN 320 753 107 NnY % 20 B 7Y 0w AAnen Y K3 1 RN R WO 9 1370 093 1 R0 ~anmn YownT mb S 35T 1 A5Y TN RUNTD UhH a7 19 1 /Y
PO (P o0 DR 7Y W3 R Y SR IV DI0Y Raw 31 0rYn PR ApE 5w NSIPY YN e S 73 00 AANDE ORY Dby DIy oavn mavs SR nsna @sRen man 107 Yy n
WP PI] (°93) BWIDY LUOT0 DAPY RWIDY s ni prmh XMWY ¥ 200 Ppn TisY P van 1 oopb Yam wen am Y2 R 1 Y3 ®aYR wyR Py mNY IR POWE DM ROPD0 PP T
$PIR WD MED 3T 2 PRGN PIPT KDY WPWARY RIK 510 TOY PR R JPMW 93 1TV M TR IR PROUD PFY5] TIRY XPTIY smoma [na] on Y% TV pn

2701 BODE P 0 pod ;s pip 1 3w 375 (1 v o Bapm brapmd B0 b5 (5w phb o ups oy 77 hy 6 DS N by mmby pwn

=i i y)i=l]

b LD Oppo} B
A3 B N an
P5@ D o
£t b oejo Lp
oy 70 B pep) ¢
W3 D] (0[5 2p
Yoo e mb oo
BYRES DTN 1wEpy
aon op7 whpe vwn
o6 W oy pw
P R )
boopin op PaToIR] ¢
fropIn] ¢ 1375 o
wap "B ¢ 7D vhoT
IR p0 M0E pd 1y
oo b oo
0D VBT "] 0 5
55 @ L1 povpm :d
B e 37
B
m7am i
P9 pp n W@
M P by bapp
Pownbeb
hEILd BT wem 3)
P B g
oI VT B ()
R 307 PYONPD #07D
oug owpn B oisp
w7 boqr pd
sovp Bb7

O
o 1)
NIRRT NS
D LT IND
5 3D q1 0D 175
BY wb vy
KPTRI 3 s
By ww sy
T 3D 7 q7 DT
snfot

e

sbwn N mn
) N W @
Y oue i
:oibw nRyiED vyps

D0 ooen )
53 oy 330 a8 @
w0 B} T2 YR
ORI N Ao

[3,% o)

D wm v o e
o oyapy oy
Ero B -

10 ver] O
Savpymimn e
RN M
TP NI MM
IR M7 NRK
woy Ny m )

oirhy N

172 1 p}

-
e s

PRY Y0 Iy npnng

[onpi Mwy3 b (RaY

PRy aewmmn

Pl 93 e (A

b 20 DI B
Jio i)

HASHUTAFIN

nps — Once inside he said to [Rebbil: “Master,®” please
sustain me.”

Not recognizing his disciple, Rebbi set about to determine the
supplicant’s eligibility:
nmp 22 1% mx — [Rebbi] said to him: “My son, do you read”
(i.e. do you study Scripture)? x5 ¥ "nx — [R’ Yonasan] said
to him: “No.” Rebbi inquired further: nuw — “Have you
studied other sections of the Torah?”®2 kb mb "y~ [R’
Yonasan] said to him: “No.” Remaining resolute, Rebbi then
said: 7oBER M2 12 oKk ~ “If it is so that you are totally
unlearned, on what merit shall I sustain you? I do not give
precious food to unlearned people!”

R’ Yonasan declined to reveal himself, but instead pleaded with
Rebbi for food:
aviy 2o weme mY mx — [R’ Yonasan] said to [Rebbil:
“Sustain me as you would a dog or a raven. Even though I am
unlearned, surely I deserve as much compassion as is shown an
animal!™®  7vp39n — [Rebbi] relented and gave him food, and
thereby sustained him.

Rebbi immediately regretted his decision:
pEy1 03 — After [R’ Yonasan] departed, nyvyn Np1aq 2
— Rebbi was sitting and became distressed by what he had
done, yaxm oYY M N % ¥K MR — and he said: “Woe is
me, for I have given of my bread to an unlearned person.”?

Rebbi’s son, who suspected the truth, sought to comfort his

father:
37 93 1iynw 131 1eb mx — R’ Shimon bar Rebbi said before
[Rebbil: xw¥1 7nbn oy 12 1 Xpw — “Perhaps [that
unlearned man] was actually Yonasan ben Amram, your
disciple,’™ mpm mmin Tian nispy oy xRy — who does
not wish to benefit ever from the honor due the Torah and
Torah scholars. Thus, he disguised himself as an unlearned
person and begged for food” nawxy P72 — Subsequently, they
investigated the matter and found that the supplicant was
indeed R’ Yonasan.

Realizing that other humble scholars might follow R’ Yonasan’s
example, or might refuse to seek help altogether, Rebbi rescinded
the restriction:

Lan 10331 11 1R — Rebbi said: Let everyone enter the
storehouses to receive food.

The Gemara explains that Rebbi’s original decree was consis-
tent with his own position:

CHAPTER ONE
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mypb a1 — Rebbi was going according to his own
opinion on the matter when he excluded unlearned people,
»31 "mx7 — for Rebbi said:  Sawa xbx obivh N3 nuyms px
yxn my ~ Misortune comes to the world only because of
unlearned people.=?

The Gemara illustrates this truth:
N™M2LK 11T KP93 m7 Ry — It is like [the case] of the tax to
raise money for a crown that was imposed on the inhabitants of
Tiberias.®" Rebbi exempted the Rabbis of the town from the tax.
*277 Py X — [The unlearned townsfolk] came before
Rebbi 12 13271 2% mb »mx) — and said to him: “Let the
Rabbis contribute along with us!” X5 119 "mx — [Rebbi] said
to them: “No! They will not help you pay the tax.” Whereupon
the townspeople threatened: ,
1My mb rnx — “We shall flee the city, for we cannot bear the
tax burden ourselves.”®¥

Rebbi did not oppose this idea:
winy (5 7K1 — [Rebbi] said to them: “Flee!”¥  yimabs 1pny
— Subsequently, half of them fled. X355 5757 — When the king
heard of this, he waived half of the expected tax revenue, but
still demanded that the remaining inhabitants pay their share.

The townspeople again protested to Rebbi:
1377 mp K395 ¥11 R — That remaining half of the populace
came before Rebbi. 1772 1227 1amb b 1y — They said to
him: “Let the Rabbis contribute along with us!”

Rebbi again rejected their demand: .
X5 1Y "mx — [Rebbe] said to them: “No.” Whereupon the
townspeople threatened: Jp1y — “We will also flee!”

Rebbi replied:
winy — “Flee!” b spqy — All the townspeople fled;”
paia 8g W — however, a certain launderer remained in
town. vopiax gy — Thereupon [the imperial governors]
imposed [the entire remaining tax] on the launderer. pay
vais — The launderer himself then fled, x%%3 yps — and the
tax for the crown was canceled, even though the Rabbis were
still residing in Tiberias.

Rebbi drew the following conclusion from this episode:
YT "y Sawa Koy nbivy X3 nuyms pRY DowT 31 ey -
Rebbi said: From here you see that misfortune comes to the
world only because of unlearned people.”*?

The Mishnah stated:
131 VY WIRD RN 1Y KT RS — AND HOW LONG MUST ONE BE

NOTES

31. The word 21 in this address is not Rebbi’s name, but the title
“Master.”

32. Here the word nuw does not refer specifically to the study of mun,
Mishnah, but to general study — i.e. of Gemara, Baraisa or halachah
(see Rashash; cf. Iyun Yaakov to Ein Yaakov).

33. R’ Yonasan chose the example of a dog and a raven because God
shows extra kindness to these creatures: Since a dog’s meals are few and
far between, it retains food in its system for three days; and since a
mother raven does not feed its young, God provides the chicks with food
from within their own excrement (Rashi, from Shabbos 155b, and see
Tosafos; cf. Maharsha, Iyun Yaakov).

34, If R’ Yonasan correctly demonstrated from the examples of the dog
and raven that he was certainly deserving of Rebbi’s compassion, why
did Rebbi regret his action? Iyun Yaakov explains that it would have
sufficed for Rebbi to provide the “unlearned” supplicant with food of
inferior quality (for God sustains the dog and raven with food that is
unsuitable for human consumption). Thus, Rebbe was troubled by the
fact that he gave R’ Yonasan 'ng, “my bread” — that is, bread of superior
quality. See Ben Yehoyada for a different explanation.

35. R’ Shimon knew R’ Yonasan to be a humble man, and therefore
suspected that he would attempt such a deception.

36. Only material entities can be diminished, which is the effect of
misfortune. Unlearned, boorish folk are pure material entities, since
they lack active intellects. Hence, misfortune comes to the world
because of them, since they are susceptible to diminution and loss
(Maharal, Chidushei Aggados).

37. The tax revenue would be used to purchase a crown for the Roman
emperor (Rashi). [Aruch, cited by Masores Hashas, relates that the royal
crown had been placed in Tiberias for safekeeping, but was stolen. The
emperor placed the blame on the Jews of the city, and imposed on them
a tax to replace it.]

38. Rabbeinu Gershom.

39. Rebbi did not compel the unlearned townsfolk to pay the tax; in fact,
he approved of their plan to flee Tiberias. For their departure would
trigger the cancellation of the tax [inasmuch as the town was originally
visited with that misfortune only because of them] (Ramban).

40. The Rabbis, however, did not join them.

41. The governors could have shifted the tax burden to the Rabbis, as
they had previously done to the launderer, but they did not do so. Rebbi
demonstrated from this episode that the unlearned townsfolk were the
root cause of the onerous tax. Once they left town, the tax was rescinded.
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HASHUTAFIN

IN THE CITY TO BE treated LIKE ONE OF THE CITIZENS OF THE CITY
ETC. [i.e. and so become subject to taxation]?

The Mishnah answered that after twelve months a new
resident is considered a citizen, and must help bear all the
municipal expenses. The Gemara challenges this ruling by citing
a Baraisa:
mrpm — But pit [this Mishnah and a Baraisa] against one
another, and see a contradiction! For a Baraisa states: npna
nipnY oipnn nRiva nbam — IF A CARAVAN TRAVELING ON
DONKEYS OR CAMELS THAT PASSES FROM PLACE TO PLACE '-'l;'?'l
M5iN3 — TOOK LODGING IN [A PARTICULAR CITY], Jiny niepm —
AND [THE PEOPLE IN THE CARAVAN] WERE SEDUCED into commit-
ting idolatry along WITH [THE INHABITANTS OF THE CITYLX? i
nypoa — [THE TRAVELERS] are punished with death BY STON-
INGY  vbp 1inm — AND THEIR PROPERTY ESCAPES destruc-
tion.“Y Since the travelers are only transients, they are not
punished as citizens of the ir hanidachas, but as individuals.

The Baraisa continues:
oy ﬂ"W‘?W DY 1RYI DX — BUT IF [THE TRAVELERS] HAD STAYED
THERE in the city for THIRTY DAYS before the populace was
seduced into idol worship, 12X 13ia1 4y"o32 |1 ~ [THE TRAVEL-
ERS] are executed BY THE SWORD AND THEIR POSSESSIONS ARE
LOST (i.e. burned) along with those of the inhabitants. From the
fact that the travelers receive the same punishments that the
longtime residents do, we see that a newcomer attains citizen
status after only a thirty-day residency. The Baraisa thus
contradicts the Mishnah, which states that citizenship is accorded
after a twelve-month period. — 7 —

Rava resolves the contradiction:

Xwp X5 837 19x — Rava said: There is no difficulty. 25 x7
xnn — This ruling of the Mishnah refers to the citizens® of the
city. One does not acquire full citizenship, and with it tax liability,
until he has dwelt in a city for twelve months.  xnp »mnb i3 —
However, that ruling of the Baraisa refers to the residents of the
city. To be subject to the law of the ir hanidachas, one need reside
in the city only thirty days.*®

Rava proves this distinction between a “resident of a city” and
a “citizen” from the evidence of a Baraisa: xXun1» — This is
similar to what was taught in a Baraisa: "N nxy v1mn
y7 — Regarding ONE WHO IS FORBIDDEN THROUGH A VOW TO
DERIVE BENEFIT FROM THE “CITIZENS” OFACITY — Ninway :73
wh qy oMW OW — ANYONE THAT HAS REMAINED THERE in the
city for TWELVE MONTHS prior to the vow pn nixpb oy —
[THE VOWER] IS FORBIDDEN TO DERIVE ANY BENEFIT FROM HIM,
for such inhabitants are considered citizens of the city. ninp
“min (X1 — But the vower IS PERMITTED to derive benefit from
anyone who has lived in the city for LESS THAN [TWELVE MONTHS],
for such inhabitants are not considered citizens. Wy Wim
- If, however, he vowed not to benefit from THE “RESIDENTS” OF
THE CITY, o Wby oy xonwiaw Y2 — then ANYONE WHO HAS

CHAPTER ONE

until after twelve months of residency,

BAVA BASRA 8a*

REMAINED THERE in the city for even THIRTY DAYS ~ ni¥m mox
iRy — [THE VOWER] IS FORBIDDEN TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM
mM, for such inhabitants are considered residents of the city.
X321 ning — And anyone who has lived in the city for LESS THAN
[THIRTY DAYS] prior to the vow  ¥3p1 ni3py Wmm — [THE VOWER]
IS PERMITTED TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM HIM, for such people are
not considered residents. Thus, the Baraisa clearly states that
to achieve “citizen” status one must reside in a city for twelve
months, while thirty days of dwelling renders one a “resident.”

The Mishnah stated that until one has resided in a city for

twelve months he is not required to contribute toward the cost of
communal projects. The Gemara questions this ruling:
W iy o 17y m e 5251 — And for all things i.e. all types of
communal expenses) do we need to wait twelve months before
collecting from a new resident? Is he not required to make any
contributions before that time? xnunim — But it was taught in
a Baraisa: mnnn o 0wy — After a new resident has lived
in a city for THIRTY DAYS, the charity collectors can require him to
contribute TO THE communal “PLATTER”;*"  ng1pb o mybw
— after he has resided there for THREE MONTHS, they can require
him to contribute TO THE communal “charity Box”*¥  mww
moab — after SIX months of residence, he must contribute FOR
CLOTHING for the poor of the city; mapb nywn — after NINE
months of residence, he must contribute TOWARD THE BURIAL of
the city’s poor;¥? iy wonb "Wy pww — and after TWELVE
months he must contribute TOWARD the cost of BOARDS to fortify
the gates OF THE CITY. We see, therefore, that a new resident must
help bear various communal expenses even before his first twelve
months have elapsed. — ? ~

The Gemara answers:

Wi v31 K X @1 MWK — R’ Assi said in the name of R’
Yochanan: win Sy oww pnunn M pn 2 — When our
Mishnah also taught that anewcomerisnotrequired to contribute
1R vy ey — it
taught that ruling with regard to contributing toward the cost of
boards to fortify the gates of the city, or other safeguards protecting
the city, in agreement with the Baraisa on that point. The Mishnah
does not, however, discuss cther communal expenses, and would
therefore concur with the schedule outlined in the Baraisa.

The Gemara cites a related ruling by R’ Assi in R’ Yochanan’s
name:
13R§* 1271 71K oKX 27 K1 — And R’ Assi also said in the name of
R’ Yochanan: i1 psb ban — All must contribute toward the
cost of boards to fortify the gates of the city, nm t»px1 —
and the officials may collect even from orphans, for they also
require protection. X% y3a1 Y28 — However, the Rabbis are
not required to contribute, xpyw) WMy 85 1317 — for the
Rabbis do not need human protection.

NOTES

42, This Baraisa discusses the law of the ir hanidachas, the city led
astray to idol worship (see Deuteronomy 13:13-19). If at least a majority
of the inhabitants of a city is seduced by proselytizers into commit-
ting idolatry, then those who committed idolatry are executed by beis
din through the method of sword, and the city and all the property
within it are burned. For a full discussion of this subject, see Mishnah
Sanhedrin 10:4-6.

43, This is the method of capital punishment for individuals that
commit idolatry (Rashi).

44. Their property escapes the fate of the citizens’ possessions, which
are publicly burned (see Deuteronomy 13:17).

45. Literally: sons of the city.

46. Regarding the punishment meted out to the inhabitants of an ir
hanidachas, Scripture states (Deuteronomy 13:16): *2¢™nx nan m20
290mnY xv3a i, You shall surely smite the residents of that city with
the edge of the sword. The condemned are called 753 *aw", residents of
the city, as opposed to "wix or 7w7 13, literally men or sons of the city
— both terms that connote the status of citizens (see Rashi).

47. The communal soup kitchen. People donated cooked food, which was
distributed daily to the very poor (see below, 8b).

48. The general charity fund, from which weekly allotments of money
were distributed to the needy (ibid.).

49. This was a larger expense [and so the more recent arrivals were not
required to contribute] (Rashi).
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HASHUTAFIN

The Gemara discusses other communal expenses:
Xyr7vby nRyeY XY xes 21 K — Rav Pappa said: Funds
for repairing the city wall, and for hiring a horseman® and a
weapons guard,® nm 151x — may be collected even from
orphans, for they also require protection. *p™y X5 131 Y3x
xp1y — However, the Rabbis do not require such protec-
tion, and so they are exempt from these taxes.

Rav Pappa offers a guideline:
xnbm1 X952 — The general rule of the matter®is:  xnbm 52
mym nxag b mxt — For any [project] from which [people]
derive benefit a tax may be collected, "anm 1R — even from
orphans, so long as they are beneficiaries.

The Gemara reports a related incident:
T M2 27 M ApTY NpY 131 — Rabbah levied a tax for
charity on the orphans of the house of Bar Meryon."

Abaye questioned this action:
wax mb 1y — Abaye said to [Rabbahl: 13 bxmw 21 unm
i — But Rav Shmuel bar Yehudah taught 77y 1pois PR
oI by — that we do not impose charity payments on
orphans, Dmwaw 1% Wwx — even for the purpose of
redeeming captives®™ with the funds! Why, then, did you levy a
charity tax on these orphans?

Rabbah replied:

mb amx — [Rabbahl said to [Abaye]: rawnsb xix
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xypay Xp — I did this to make them prominent in every
charitable cause, as their father had been.”™ Thus, since the
tax actually benefited the orphans from the house of Bar
Meryon, it complied with the guideline established by Rav
Pappa above.

The Gemara relates an incident involving Rav Shmuel bar
Yehudah’s teaching:
X3 MawT g i X7EK — Ifra Hurmiz,®™® the mother of
King Shapur,5” ™17 XKpix T1TW — once sent a pouch of
gold dinar coins®™  noi 377 mmpY — before Rav Yosef.
mmx — She said to him, 121 mynY My — “Let [the money]
be used for a great mitzvah,” but she did not specify which
mitzvah she had in mind.

Rav Yosef was perplexed:
2 My K1 qoi 37 2m — Rav Yosef was sitting and analyzing
[the question of] a4 myn »wn — which act of charity is
considered a great mitzvah."

Abaye suggested an answer:
nax mY K — Abaye said to [Rav Yosefl: 13 bxmy 21 nnTn
i — Inasmuch as Rav Shmuel bar Yehudah taught
omina by npty ppoin —that we do not impose charity
payments on orphans, omaw riv1sh WX — even for the
purpose of redeeming captives with the funds, mme yovw —
derive from [this teaching]

NOTES

50. He rode constantly around the city, to watch over it and to see what
needed attention and repair (Rashi).

51. The word xy7v derives from =, watch, and 11, weapon. The guard
lived in a house near the city gate [near where the inhabitants’ weapons
were kept] (Rashi).

52. Le. the rule for determining when we would collect from orphans
for communal needs.

[The Rishonim explain that this ruling excludes other communal
needs from which orphans derive no benefit; e.g. building of synagogues
or purchasing of Torah scrolls etc., which are not considered to be ben-
eficial to minor orphans, since they are not obligated to fulfill Mitzvos
(Ramban, Ran, Nimukei Yosef).]

53. Their father had been a very rich man (Rabbeinu Gershom; see also
below, 12b).

54. Which is a very great mitzvah, as the Gemara explains below (8b).
55. Rabbeinu Gershom.

56. Ifra (x79°x) derives from 199K, and means grace. Hurmiz suggests
the Divine Presence. Hence, this name means “Grace from God” (To-
safos). But Rashi to Taanis 24b and Niddeh 20b understands Hurmiz as
the name of a demon (see Gemara below, 73a). Hence, the name connotes
that she had the bewitching beauty of a demon.

57. He was an emperor of the Sassanid dynasty, which ruled in Persia
and Mesopotamia.
58. One gold dinar equaled 25 silver dinars.

59. Obviously, any act of charity is a great mitzvah, but Ifra Hurmiz
indicated that she wished the funds to be used to perform the greatest
act of charity possible.
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K3 7127 Myn onay 1iv1e — that redeeming captives is a great
mitzvah."” Since Rav Shmuel stressed that orphans’ funds are ex-
empt even from the mitzvah of redeeming captives, we see that
this mitzvah surpasses all other acts of charity. Abaye therefore ad-
vised Rav Yosef to use Ifra Hurmiz’s donation to redeem captives.™

The Gemara explains how we know that redeeming captives is
such a great mitzvah:
™M1 12 131 K37 5 s — Rava said to Rabbah bar Mari:
1321 KT XN K7 X1 — From where do we derive this point
that the Rabbis have said, namely, xv1 27 myn omaw oy
— that redeeming captives is a great mitzvah?

Rabbah bar Mari provides a source:
237 MY My — [Rabbah] said to [Raval: For it is written:¥
R¥1 M8 oK 1N e, — And it will be when they say to you,
“To where shall we depart?” 11y 1> nirbx mx1 — And you
shall say to them: “Thus said Hasaey, nysb myb wy — ‘Those
destined for death® depart fo death, 270 WK1 —~ and those
destined for death by the sword 3% — depart to death by the
sword, 2y W1 — and those destined for death from hunger
27 — depart to death from hunger;, Wb 1wh WX — and
those destined for captivity depart to captivity.’” Rabbah bar
Mari uses R’ Yochanan’s insight to explain the proof of the verse:
12 121 ") — And R’ Yochanan said regarding this verse:
TanR AYR 1 pona amxnn 3 — Each subsequent [calamity]
in this verse is harsher than the one preceding it.

R’ Yochanan establishes the truth of his insight:
npan mYp 290 — Death by the sword (the calamity mentioned
second) is harsher than death from natural causes (the calamity
first mentioned). N7p X% M3 ™% — If you wish, say that this
point is established by a Biblical verse, X720 xux mya ) —
or if you wish, say that it can be deduced through rational
argument. X739 X% M3 K — If you wish, say that it can be
deduced through rational argument, as follows:® Sy K280
— This one put to death by sword is disfigured,” xp xb IR
Surm — and that one, who died naturally, is not disfigured.
R KX w2 ) — And if you wish, say that the point is
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established by the following verse:” nmma 1 wya TP,
“wyont — Honorable in the eyes of God is the (natural) death
of His pious ones.®

R’ Yochanan now proves that death by sword is preferable to
starvation:
R AR 2y — Death from hunger (mentioned third in the
verse) is harsher than death by the sword (which is mentioned
second). X930 XX My — If you wish, say that this fact
can be deduced by rational argument, as follows: Kp Rn
ayvyn — This person who starves to death suffers in the process,
TyYyn Xp X9 'xm — and that one killed by the sword does not
suffer, for he dies quickly. x7p N8 N2 — And if you wish,
say that the point is clearly established by the following Biblical
verse: ~ay7 Hhmn 2n-Son vy o, — More fortunate were
the victims of the sword than the victims of the famine.?

R’ Yochanan now establishes that captivity is the harshest fate
of all:
[0121 wp] "W — Captivity (which is mentioned lastin the verse)
is harsher than all the previously enumerated calamities,
M3 3mnx 15157 — for all of them are included in it."% Thus,
since the captive faces such a high risk of dying, it is truly a great
mitzvah to effect his release. i

The Gemara now discusses the rules for administering two
charities mentioned previously (8a) in passing:
1321 20 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa:'! npy Sy nop
ouwa na — Contributions to THE “CHARITY BOX*® ARE
COLLECTED BY TWO [PEOPLE] mw5wa npbonm — AND the
funds ARE DISTRIBUTED to the poor BY THREE [PEOPLE].

The Baraisa elucidates its ruling:
w2 nma) — Contributions are COLLECTED BY a delegation of
at least TWO [PEOPLE], Dnw» ninp mayn by ninw oty paw
— FOR with respect monetary matters WE DO NOT ESTABLISH
AN AUTHORITY"® OVER THE PUBLIC consisting of LESS THAN TWO
[PEOPLEL™  mybwa npbnm — AND the funds ARE DISTRIBUTED
BY a panel of THREE, ~nixmn 13 — for the distribution of charity
funds is treated LIKE a case of MONETARY LAW.1%!

NOTES

1. Rambam (Hil. Matanos Aniyim 8:10) writes that there is no greater
mitzvah than redeeming captives — that this duty takes priority over
even feeding or clothing the poor. For a captive is regarded as one who is
suffering from both hunger and thirst, and who is naked and in mortal
danger. Thus, if one disregards this mitzvah, he violates several prohibi-
tions and several positive commandments of the Torah.

2. Ordinarily, one should not afford an idolater the opportunity to
achieve merit by allowing him to contribute to Jewish charitable causes
(see Gemara below, 10b). Here, Rav Yosef was allowed to accept Ifra’s do-
nation, since rejecting it would antagonize King Shapur. Further, he was
constrained to use the funds to redeem only Jewish captives because
she expected him to do so, and Rav Yosef was not permitted to deceive
her [and use the donation to redeem gentile captives, thereby limiting
Ifra’s merit] (Tosafos above, 8a 2 77, as explained by Maharam; cf,
Bais Yosef to Yoreh Deah 254:2, Kovetz Shiurim 55-56).

3. Jeremiah 15:2. God tells the prophet Jeremiah how to respond when
asked by the people what the future exile holds in store for them.

4. The term “death” here refers to death from natural causes.

5. The Gemara first explains the option last quoted, since it is freshest
in the student’s mind (see Nedarim 3a).

6. In that his corpse becomes soiled with his blood (Rabbeinu Gershom).
Hence, death by the sword is a harsher form of punishment than natural
death, since the latter does not mar the outward appearance of the body.
7. Psalms 116:15.

8. [In the simple meaning of the verse, Wy is translated as “diffcult” —
i.e. the death of His pious ones is difficult for God to bear. R’ Yochanan’s
interpretation, however, renders 7 as “honorable.”] God regards dying

naturally in one’s bed — as opposed to dying by violence or from starva-
tion — as an honorable demise for the pious (Meharsha).
9. Lamentations 4:9. The conclusion of the verse states explicitly that

victims of famine suffer an agonizing death: for they pine away, stricken,
lacking the fruits of the field.

10. The captive is totally at the mercy of his captor, who may slay the
captive or starve him to death if he chooses. Although the captor cannot
precipitate the captive’s natural death, this first-mentioned calamity
may nonetheless result from the circumstances of captivity itself, for
some people cannot acclimate to foreign surroundings, and thus will die
there of natural causes (Rashi, as explained by Maharsha).

11. The Baraisa elaborates on the Mishnah in Pe'ak 8:7.

12. The general charity fund, from which money was distributed weekly
to the poor of the city.

13. [See Mishnah Skekalim 5:2; Rif, Rosh, Rambam (Hil. Matanos
Aniyim 9:5).] The Gemara below will explain why this is considered a
form of “authority”

14. The Gemara below will discuss the source of this rule.

15. Since the amount each beneficiary receives is determined by the
number and circumstances of the dependents in his household, the
administrators must exercise discernment and judgment in making
these disbursements. Hence, they function in the manner of a beis din
judiciously deciding a monetary dispute. Just as such a beis din must
be comprised of three judges, so distribution of the charity’s funds must
be accomplished by a panel of three officials (see Rashi and Ritva;
cf. Rabbeinu Gershom). Collecting the charity funds, however, need
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The Baraisa continues:
whwa npbnnm mybwa mas wman — Food for THE communal
PLATTER”'® IS COLLECTED BY THREE [PEOPLE], AND IS DIS-
'RIBUTED BY THREE [PEOPLE]. oy Fli?ﬂbn'} M23Y — FOR ITS
‘OLLECTION AND ITS DISBURSEMENT ARE ON THE SAME DAY,!”
The Baraisa now presents distinctive laws of the “charity box”
nd of the “platter™: i
i 553 wmpn — Food from the communal “PLATTER” was dis-
ributed once EACH DAY to paupers who lacked provisions for
he next day. naw 3wH naw 39yn P — Money from the
CHARITY BOX” was distributed once a week, FROM FRIDAY TO
RIDAY. Paupers who had food for several days, but needed
dditional money to feed their families for the rest of the week,
rould receive supplemental funds from the “charity box.” g pi)o)
%1y myY — The communal “PLATTER” provides food TO ANY POOR
ERSON,™ 1y myb nop — while THE “CHARITY BOX,” which
rovides larger sums for support, is accessible only TO THE POOR OF
HE CITY. Paupers who were residents of the city, received weekly
ash stipends to provide for their family for the entire week.

The Baraisa teaches that transferring money between the
mds was permissible:

nnR f91p Ny Wi W2 DYRY) — AND THE OFFICIALS OF THE
[TY ARE AUTHORIZED TO RENDER THE “CHARITY BOX” A “PLAT
ER” 2P NN — AND A “PLATTER” A “CHARITY BOX” if
ecessary.2"

The Baraisa adds a general rule:

v e bab aniwt — AND they are authorized TO DIVERT
XCESS CHARITY FUNDS] TO ANY [PURPOSE] THAT THEY DESIRE.?!
The Baraisa concludes by enumerating other powers of the
mmunal leaders:

M by ninab yn wa pXYT ~ AND THE CITY OFFICIALS
RE AUTHORIZED TO STIPULATE REGARDING THE MEASURES,2?
"W S¥1 — AND REGARDING THE PRICES®  mbyis natw byy —
"D REGARDING LABORERS' WAGES™  nyw 5y ywooh -
D the officials are further authorized TO FINE THOSE WHO

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA
TRANSGRESS THEIR STIPULATIONS. 25!

The Gemara teaches the source of an earlier ruling:
2 mx — The master stated previously: 5y nimw piy px
ouEn ning Mays — We do not establish an authority over the
public consisting of less that two [people]. 5w w1 xm —
From where do we derive [this principle]? mx pam 21 mx
X7p — Rav Nachman said: The verse stated:?® np om,,
7M1 23 NY — And they shall take the gold ete. Scripture
refers to the officials that collected donations from the public for
the construction of the Tabernacle, and it stated “they” in the
plural.?” This teaches that with respect to money matters, we
may not establish an authority over the public consisting of one
individual.?®
The Gemara infers from this ruling:

™2y 897 X1 N — It is an authority that we do not make
of one individual; 2 WM N3 — but with regard to
trusting an individual, he would be trusted to serve as the
administrator of a charity fund.  xyn 1% mb ywon — [This
inference] supports R’ Chanina, Xmp o eRT — for R
Chanina said: nppn Sy pox ww =21 " opyn — It once
happened that Rebbi appointed two brothers to serve as
administrators for the charity fund. Concerning matters of
trust, two brothers are regarded as one individual, for one may
not testify against the other; hence, it was as if Rebbi appointed
one person to administer the charity fund.

The Gemara stated above that collecting for the “charity box”
must be performed by at least two people because one individual
may not be appointed an authority over the public. The Gemara
now inquires:

XM7Y X — What element of authority does collecting
donations for the charity fund entail?®®

The Gemara replies:

MAX 73 737 M 1M 37 N1 ~ There is, nevertheless, an

NOTES

it be accomplished by a group of three, since the amount that each
ntributor gives is known in advance. Thus, the collectors do not need
exercise their judgment to determine the size of each individual’s
ntribution (Tosafos; see Rabbeinu Gershom,).

. The communal soup kitchen. People donated cooked food, which was
stributed daily to the very poor.

- Distribution of food to the poor was necessarily performed by a panel
three, since they functioned in the manner of a beis din deciding a
se of monetary law, judiciously determining the size of each allotment
s in the case of the “charity box” — see above, note 14). Although
such determinations were required for the collections (cf. Rabbeinu
rshom, Rif, Rosh and Ritva), still three people were appointed for
at function as well. For since the food in the communal “platter” was
stributed on a daily basis, the Sages wanted to eliminate the bother
always having to obtain a third official to participate in the disburse-
mt. Hence, they required three people to participate in the collection
that three would be available later for a timely disbursement (Rashi;
s Nachalas Moshe).

. Maharam says that according to Rashi’s explanation (see previous
te), the Baraisa now gives the reason why collection for the “platter”
(uires three, and for the “charity box” only two.

Literally: the poor of the world.

Le.if'a particular city receives an influx of paupers from the outside,
18 overburdening the resources of its “platter” it may provide for
ise poor with excess funds from the “charity box,” even though this
ney is normally reserved for the local poor. Similarly, the city may
| excess food in the “platter” to meet an extraordinary demand for
1ations from the “charity box” (Rashi, Rabbeinu Gershom).

Ri Migash, Ramah and other commentators understand the Gemara

to authorize the diversion of these charity assets only to projects that
benefit paupers in other ways. Thus, for example, although money was
donated to the “charity box” in order to provide the impoverished
with food, those funds may be used to provide them with clothing or
shelter as well. However, to divert that money to a general community
project would constitute oy 13, stealing from the poor: Rashi, Tosafos
and Ramban disagree with this interpretation, and contend that the
diverted funds may be used to meet any public need, since the donors
initially intended to rely on the discretion of the charity administrators
(Ritva). See Rabbeinu Yonah, Rashba and Ritva for important qualifica-
tions of this second opinion.

22. Le. to decree that a specific volume measure be made larger or
smaller (Rashi, Rabbeinu Gershom).

23. Le. to set a certain ceiling price for commodities such as wheat and
wine in any given year (Rashi).

24. Le. to decree that laborers be paid less than the prevailing rate
(Rabbeinu Gershom).

25. Literally: to transport regarding their regulations.

Rashi explains that the unusual use of y'onb, fo transport, suggests
that the city officials’ stipulations transport the townspeople from nor-
mative Torah law through the imposition of fines for violations of those
stipulations.

26. Exodus 28:5.
27. “They” implies a minimum of two people (Rabbeinu Gershom).

28. The Gemara below will explain in what sense the collection of taxes
and other levies constitutes an authority.

29. Since every city resident was required to donate to the fund

(see Gemara above, 8a), in what way did the collectors exercise
authority?
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8b3 HASHUTAFIN

element of authority, for Rav Nachman said in the name of
Rabbah bar Avuha: npI¥n by raswnnw w5 — Because
[collectors] are authorized to seize a pledge for an unpaid
charity obligation — naw 27y X1 — and even on the
Sabbath eve®¥ — their function entails an exercise of authority,
and so two collectors must be assigned to the task.

The Gemara ohjects to Rav Nachman’s statement:
wr — Is it so that collectors may seize pledges? :2ny &M
myno-ba by mp:, — But is it not written: And I will visit
evil upon all of their oppressors?™ 33 Hxmw 132 pryr 371 MK
217 v &0 — And R’ Yitzchak the son of Shmuel bar
Marsa said in Rav’s name: np7y 'x323 by ¥90x1 — And God
will visit evil even upon charity collectors! Since collecting that
which the people are willing to give is not oppressive — indeed,
it is a great service to the community — R’ Yitzchak must mean
that the collectors occasionally oppress the people by over-zeal-
ously seizing their property for collateral, and for that they will be
punished. We see, then, that collectors are forbidden to seize
pledges for unpaid charity obligations. — ? —

The Gemara replies:
xwp X5 — This is not a difficulty. ax1 81 — This law of
Rav Nachman applies when the contributor is wealthy,* and
he has not contributed what he is capable of giving. X971 N1
Ty — That law of R’ Yitzchak applies when the contributor is
not wealthy. To seize from him more than he is capable of giving,
is an oppressive act.

The Gemara relates an incident to illustrate that wealthy
people are treated differently:
X377 X7 3 — We see that the rich may even be compelled to
contribute, as in that case of Rava, mx 13 1 :"1'; mpaN —
who while collecting for charity® coerced®® Rav Nassan bar
Ami, a wealthy man, np7¥> m ngn yaIx a9 Spwy — and
took from [Rav Nassan] four hundred zuzim for charity.
Similarly, collectors are permitted to seize collateral from wealthy
contributors.

The Gemara extols the virtues of charity collectors:

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

#A2 YR I M obanm,, — Scripture states:®d — And
the wise will shine like the radiance of the firmament etc,
innxb nRR T T OPTT M (9Pl g D"?E‘Ptﬁﬂ) ~ This

refers to a judge who renders an absolutely truthful judg-
ment.®” His virtues will cause him to shine.

The Gemara expounds upon the end of the verse:
my) obiyh mhaniny map wrym, — And those who make
the many righteous (will shine) like the stars forever and
ever. i1y '%23 9% — This refers to charity collectors, who in
the merit of causing the many to be charitable will shine like the
stars.3®

The Gemara presents a different version of the above:
Xin xnunpa — It was taught in a Baraisa: ™ obatnm,,
my a2 — And the wise will shine like the radiance of the
firmament —  TmpTY 2N INAKY NpK P Y YT A — this
refers to a judge who renders an absolutely truthful judgment
and to charity collectors;®® nbiyb madiaz oag prym,,
»1y1 — and those who make the many righteous (will shine)
like the stars forever and ever — nipinn *Mmbn 5% — these
are teachers of children."”

The Gemara asks:
1x%% 1323 — Who, for example, fits this description of a teacher?
29K — Ravsaid:  nbw q3 bxmw 31 1133 — A teacher such
as Rav Shmuel bar Shilas, who was extremely dedicated to his
students.

The Gemara relates an incident that illustrates Rav Shmuel’s
extraordinary dedication:
Rn3aa Ky M1 NP a3 Sy 21 mnowx 277 — For Rav once
found Rav Shmuel bar Shilas standing in a garden.*" mx
men mnpaw mh — [Rav] said to him: “Have you abandoned
your trust?”® mb 1px — [Rav Shmuel] said to [Rav]: x3
5 kR K97 1aw 0von — “It has been thirteen years that I have
not seen this garden, 1.‘1315)!_1 INDYT M XYM — and even now
my mind is on [the children].” A teacher who always thinks of
his students is truly making the “many” (the future generation)
righteous, and like the stars will shine forever."?

NOTES

30. When every Jew has the excuse that he is busy preparing for the
Sabbath [and therefore cannot tender his contribution] (Rashi).

[Kovetz Shiurim asks: the source of the requirment for two collectors
is the collection of donations for the Tabernacle, where it was totally
voluntary and no one was forced to donate. How then can the Gemara
state the reason for requiring two people is to allow collectors to seize
donations? See there for his answer.]

31.Jeremiah 30:20. The prophet refers to the time of the final redemption,
when God will punish all the nations that oppressed the Jewish people.
32. Literally: estimated. Rashi in Gittin (52b & X1 n177) explains that
“estimated” connotes “wealthy” because people constantly estimate a
rich man’s worth; nobody, however, bothers to estimate the worth of a
pauper.

33. Tosafos note that Rava was certainly accompanied by another collec-
tor, for authority to collect is not given to an individual. In deference to
Rava, however, the companion’s name is not mentioned.

34. There are various opinions as to the nature of the coercion men-
tioned here, since beis din is not authorized to use physical coercion to
enforce a positive commandment (such as giving charity) whose reward
for compliance is recorded in the Torah (see Chullin 110b). Rabbeinu
Tam (cited in Tosafos mpax 171) therefore explains that Rava employed
verbal persuasion. Ri (ibid.) suggests that since the act of charity in-
volves a negative precept as well (You shall not harden your heart, and
you shall not shut your hand, from your needy brother — Deuteronomy
15:7), physical coercion may be used. See Tosafos for other explanations.
35. Daniel 12:3. The verse speaks of the luminosity that God will bestow
upon the deserving after the final redemption.

36. y'pn, firmament, denotes the section of the heavens above the heads

of the holy chayos, and it is exceedingly brilliant (Tosafos *priym 1,
citing Pirkei D’ Rabbi Eliezer 4).

37. He will reject unimpeached testimony if he suspects the witnesses
are lying (Tosafos). Such a judge, because of his wisdom and integrity,
perceives the truth through the camouflage of the witnesses’ dissem-
bling, and does not fall back on the principle vy nn xPK 717 PR
nixin, a judge decides only on the basis of the testimony and evidence
before him. He therefore merits to shine like the true radiance of the
firmament, which, although distorted into many hues by the earth’s
atmosphere, is indeed the color of sapphire — the very color of God’s
Holy Throne (Maharsha).

38. Just as the stars exert their influence both day and night but
illuminate only at night, so the charity collectors are solicitous of the
needs of the poor both day and night but shine forth only at night — i.e.
they distribute charity discreetly, so as not to embarrass the recipient
(Maharsha).

39. The word o"oaiyn can be translated “those who know”; charity col-
lectors discern the needs of the poor (Rashi).

40. They are among “those who make others righteous” because they
teach the children and train them in the proper path (Rashi).

41. Rif’s text reads “in his garden.” According to this version, Rav
Shmuel did not take time even to tend his own garden!

42. Rav Shmuel was so dedicated that he taught and supervised his
students constantly. Rav was therefore amazed to see Rav Shmuel alone
(Rashi). According to Rabbeinu Gershom, Rav questioned whether Rav
Shmuel had quit his job.

43. Just as the stars exert their influence even when they are not
visible, so the conscientious and dedicated teacher will not relinquish
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8b* HASHUTAFIN

After revealing the tremendous honors these worthy people will
receive, the Gemara asks:
182 1337 — And what is written about the Rabbis, who study
Torah constantly?“4

The Gemara answers:
X»27 X — Ravina said that the honor to be accorded the
Rabbis is described in the following verse:*® nxya waaz,
“in232 wpws — Bui they who love Him shall be as the sun
going forth in its might."® The light that Torah scholars merit is
the most brilliant light by far.

The Gemara discusses various laws designed to protect the
reputations of charity collectors:
1327 1R — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 15 mp7y 82
1 1 wineb XYM — CHARITY COLLECTORS ARE NOT PERMITTED
TO SEPARATE FROM ONE ANOTHER while collecting, for one person
collecting alone might be suspected of stealing. 1y wnis bax
ninb i ywY — HOWEVER, THIS one MAY SPLIT OFF TO THE GATE
AND THIS other one may split off TO THE STORE.*" So long as both
are seen together, they will arouse no suspicions.#?

A second ruling:
P12 niyn XY — IF [A CHARITY COLLECTOR] FOUND COINS IN THE
MARKETPLACE while collecting, o3 7in3 nam XY — HE MUST
NOT PUT THEM INTO HIS POCKET, lest observers suspect that he is
stealing money that belongs to charity. 5w 1p31x 3inb yanin Xox
1P'1¥ — RATHER, HE SHOULD PUT [THE COINS] INTO THE CHARITY
[FUND’S] PURSE, 0% imab Narwiab — AND WHEN HE REACHES
HIS HOUSE HE MAY TAKE THEM. 11 X¥i" — SIMILARLY, M}
PIwa iy75Y 3w 1302 MW — IF [A CHARITY COLLECTOR] WAS
OWED A MANEH"" BY HIS FELLOW AND [THE DEBTOR] REPAID HIM
IN THE MARKETPLACE, 1073 3in 1m X5 — HE MUST NoT PUT
[THE MONEY] INTO HIS OWN POCKET. 5S¢ 131X 7in% 1ania XbX
i?'1¥ — RATHER, HE SHOULD PUT [THE MONEY] INTO THE CHARITY
[FUND’S] PURSE, D51 in2b Xanyab) — AND WHEN HE REACHES
HIS HOUSE HE MAY TAKE [THE PAYMENT],

The Gemara quotes another Baraisa that further instructs how
to protect the reputation of charity collectors:
1321 20 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: pxw np1y '3
pon% omy o — ADMINISTRATORS OF A CHARITY [FUND] THAT
HAVE NO POOR PEOPLE to whom TO DISTRIBUTE money, and thus
are left holding a surplus of coins in the fund, o™nxb PovYIs —

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

SHOULD EXCHANGE the copper coins FOR OTHER PEOPLE,®”  yixy
1¥y% PUMis — BUT MAY NOT EXCHANGE them FOR THEMSELVEs:
lest people suspect that the collectors are allowing themselves g
favorable exchange rate and are thereby stealing from the charity
fund. phn% omy oa® XY mnpn k2 — Similarly, ADMINISTRA.
TORS OF A communal “PLATTER” THAT HAVE NO POOR PEOPLE tg
whom TO DISTRIBUTE the food that was collected®™  yMain
omnxb — SHOULD SELL the surplus food TO OTHERS, and hold the
proceeds for purchasing other food as needed, 1RYY% P30 Py
~ BUT MAY NOT SELL it TO THEMSELVES, for they may be
suspected of paying a deflated price.
The Baraisa teaches a third law:

Flrmnw] oy ik pain PR a7y YW nivn — CHARITY FUNDS
SHOULD NOT BE COUNTED TWO coins AT A TIME;®  nnx xbx
NN — RATHER, they should be counted ONE BY ONE to avoid giving
the appearance of a dishonest accounting.

Abaye relates certain practices of his teacher, Rabbah, that
concerned communal charity matters:
N3 127 0N M am ma &S wrp max ke — Abaye said:
Originally, the master (Rabbah) would not sit upon the mats
belonging to the city’s synagogue. The mats had been purchased
with money from the charity fund, and Rabbah did not wish to
benefit from what he felt was a misuse of public monies. ypa
xnn7 X9 AynwT — However, once [Rabbah] heard that which
was taught in the Baraisa mentioned above, ima Y25 naningb
1M — AND the city officials are authorized TO DIVERT [EXCESS
CHARITY FUNDS] TO ANY [COMMUNAL PURPOSE] THAT THEY DE-
SIRE,% 2wy myn — he would sit upon the mats, for he realized
that the allocation was valid.

Abaye relates a second practice of Rabbah’s:
Y03 IR 0 TRy )7 WMn Max qnyg — Abaye said: Originally,
the master (Rabbah) would make two purses for donations he
collected —  Xnby7 wyY 10 — one purse to hold money to be
distributed to all paupers, xnmp7 ™y 1) — and one purse to
hold money to be distributed to the poor of the city. Rabbah
originally kept separate accounts, since some contributions were
designated specifically for the local poor.  axT x> myw 112
MmrTaN 12 Rponn 21% Sxmw b — However, once he heard
that which Shmuel said to Rav Tachalifa bar Avdimi® —
N 1 ray — “Make one purse,

NOTES

supervision of his students even when he is not with them Maharsha).
44. Inasmuch as the truthful judges will receive the radiance of the
firmament and the charity collectors will be rewarded with the light
of the stars, what light remains for the Rabbis themselves to merit?
(Rabbeinu Gershom).

45. Judges 5:31.

46. This is the sunlight that will be unsheathed in the messianic future.
It will be seven times more brilliant than the light of the seven days of
creation, which itself was 49 times brighter than today’s sun (Tosafos
"pr1xn N1 and Rashi to Judges [ibid.]).

47. One to collect from the residents who live near the gate, and the
other to collect from those living near the store (Rashi).

48. Rabbeinu Gershom interprets the Gemara differently. He writes
that two charity collectors are forbidden to separate lest one suspect
the other of stealing the donations.

49. A maneh equals one hundred zuzim.

50. Small copper coins (perutos) cannot be held for any great length
of time, for they tend to become moldy. Hence, the administrators
are authorized to exchange them for silver dinar coins belonging to

others (Rashi).

51. Le. there was not a demand for all the food in the “platter,” and what
remains will eventually spoil.

52. Emendation follows Bach.

53. Lest observers suspect the collector of taking a donation of two coins
but recording only one [and pocketing the other for himself] (Rashi).
Rabbeinu Gershom, however, understands this ruling as a corollary
of a previous one: When exchanging copper coins for silver dinars,
the administrator must count the coins individually, so as to avoid
mistakes.

54, [This Gemara would seem to support the view of the Rishonim that
charity funds may be diverted to other communal needs (see above, note
21). However, see Rif communal needs (see above, note 21). However,
see Rif for a different version of the Gemara (see also Ramban, Rashba,
Ritva).)

55. Like Rabbah, Rav Tachalifa kept two purses — one for donations
to the local poor and the other for the benefit of any pauper. Shmuel
advised him that such duplication was unnecessary.
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HASHUTAFIN

Aby unx1 — and stipulate with the community regarding it”[
—  Aby WK RP 10 12y ™) N — [Rabbah] also made one
purse and stipulated regarding it.
Rav Ashi was able to simplify the procedure:

RI2MY XY ™3 MINN XIK MK WK 31 — Rav Ashi said: T need
not even stipulate, X X751 — for anyone that comes to
donate money to the city’s charity fund (which Rav Ashi
administered) mx RnyIR —~ comes to donate with the
understanding that I shall distribute the funds at my discre-
tion; mb xyvm xpyay %% — and so I may give to
whomever I wish without stipulating beforehand.

The Gemara relates an incident involving the law, quoted
previously (8b), that authorizes penalizing those who violate
communal edicts.
u1ab " 2 g — There were those two butchers 1ayy
Y170 T2 Ky — who stipulated between themselves:®
T mMam7 Npta Ty e 527 — If anyone slaughters an
animal" on a day reserved for his colleague,” e myap)
— we [the other butchers] will penalize him and rend [the
animal’s] hide to prevent him from profiting from his wrong-
doing.

One of the butchers acted wrongfully:

AMI30T Kpia 1y s T Sk — One of [the butchers] went
and slaughtered an animal on a day reserved for his colleague.
mawnb wp — [The other butchers,] as per the stipulation,
rent [the animal’s] hide.

The offending butcher sought damages for the ruined hide,

maintaining that the agreement was not binding.
N377 Y g — [The litigants] came before Rava for a
judgment. m5wH x37 w3 — Rava obligated [the other
butchers] to pay for the hide, for he concurred that the butchers
had no authority to make such an agreement.

Rav Yeimar challenged Rava’s ruling from the Baraisa quoted
above (8b):

X5 XmbY 23 wm 1 mamex — Rav Yeimar bar Shlamya
retorted to Rava: ony'p by y'onb — But the Baraisa stated:
AND the officials are further authorized TO FINE THOSE WHO

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA 9a!

TRANSGRESS THEIR STIPULATIONS! We see that the community is
empowered to enforce its edicts. Why, then, were the city’s
butchers not entitled to damage the offending butcher’s hides, as
per their stipulation?'®
K37 5 271% X5 — Rava did not reply to [Rav Yeimar], but let
his own ruling stand.

The Gemara explains the reason for Rava’s silence:
*ma mY 9138 K97 T2y ew K9p 21 My — Rav Pappa said:
[Rava] did well not to offer [Rav Yeimar] any reply, om n
mn oIk X% Xy — for these words of the Baraisa
apply where there is no distinguished person! in the city.
M o8 XNT X Dax — However, where there is a
distinguished person in the city, tnnm7 ¥mI b3 Wb —
[the community officials] are not empowered to stipulate
without his participation.®® Certainly, Rava qualified as a “distin-
guished person.” Thus, since the butchers of his city acted
without consulting him, their stipulation was invalid, and for that
reason Rava declared them liable for the damaged hides. It was
due to his humility that Rava withheld this reasoning from Rav
Yeimar.

The Gemara discusses another law pertaining to charity
collectors:
132120 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: mp1ya pawon px
TP7¥ W31 DY — WE DO NOT RECKON the disbursements OF
CHARITY FUNDS WITH THE CHARITY COLLECTORS, DY w1pina 89
11311 — AND, similarly, we do NOT reckon the expenditures oF
TEMPLE FUNDS WITH THE Temple TREASURERS. TN '8 by nx)
9372 MK — AND EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO PROOF FOR THE
PRACTICE,”  9mx3w 137> 131 — there is AN ALLUSION TO THE
PRACTICE in the verse that exempts Temple treasurers from
giving an accounting of their expenditures, FOR IT IS STATED: !
DWINANY WM 851, — AND THEY WOULD NOT RECKON WITH
THE MEN (the treasurers) wyY nnb op-by qosn-ny umr wwx
MaN9¥ — INTO WHOSE HAND THEY DELIVERED THE MONEY TO
GIVE TO THOSE WHO PERFORMED THE WORK (of repairing the
Temple), iy o mypxa 0 — FOR THEY (the treasurers)
DEALT FAITHFULLY,™™

NOTES

1. Le. have them approve beforehand of your distributing money from
the unified charity fund to any needy applicant (Rashi).

2. Since Rav Ashi was a great man and knew what he was doing, the
people contributed with the understanding that Rav Ashi would dis-
burse the funds to whomever he wished. Hence, Rav Ashi did not need
to stipulate with the community beforehand (Rabbeinu Gershom).

[See Yad Ramah, Rivta, who explain why Rabbak was unable to use
this procedure.]

3. Whether individual members of a profession or guild may stipulate
amongst themselves, or whether these business agreements are not
binding unless all the members make themselves parties thereto, is an
issue debated by Rishonim (see Ramban and Rashba). The text of our
Gemara implies that two individual artisans may enter into a binding
agreement. Bach, however, deletes *n 3, fwo, either because the narra-
tive below clearly indicates that at least three butchers were involved in
theincident, or because he holds that all members of the guild must ratify
any such agreement. [Rif and other Rishonim, also delete these words]

4. Literally: performed.

5. In Amoraic times it was unprofitable for butchers to operate compet-
ing businesses, since meat unsold by day’s end would quickly spoil. To
alleviate this problem, each butcher was assigned his own day to slaugh-
ter animals and sell all the meat. The agreement mentioned in the
Gemara was designed to strengthen compliance with this practice by
penalizing violations.

6. Although the Baraisa grants the power of enforcement only to U aLER
the city officials, Rav Yeimar regarded each guild as an independent
community, which would thus be empowered to regulate and punish its

own members (Ramban and Ritva).

[We may infer from this that the stipulation would only be valid if
agreed upon all members of that group (see above, note 3), for only then
would it have the stars of 1wy n2 (Rambam, Ran, Nimukei Yosep).]

7.1e.aTorah scholar whois also a community leader (Ri Migash, cited by
Ritva, Ran and Meiri; see also Rashba and Tur Choshen Mishpat 231:30).

8. For two reasons: (a) It would be disrespectful to exclude him; and (b)
he would protect city residents from injudicious expenditures of public
funds and (in the case of the guilds) consumers from “price-fixing” and
other unfair business practices (Ramban, Ritva and Ran). [According to
the second reason, if the stipulation could not possibly result in any loss
to the public, there would be no need to consult him (Ramban, Ran).]

9. Le. of exempting charity collectors from giving an accounting of their
disbursements, for the verse soon to be quoted concerns only the Temple
treasurers (Rashi; cf. Tosafos with Maharsha and Maharam).

10. IT Kings 12:16.

11. A great many artisans and laborers were employed to perform a mul-
titude of tasks necessary to repair the Holy Temple. Hence, it was impos-
sible to keep an accurate accounting of monies expended for payroll and
supplies, for the treasurers were kept continually busy and could not
remember every expenditure (Rashi and Nimukei Yosef). [Thus, re-
liance was placed instead on the honesty and integrity of the treasurers.]

Although charity collectors are not distracted to the extent that the
Temple treasurers were — and so proof of their exemption from giving
an accounting cannot be drawn from this verse — still the Baraisa finds
in the verse a slight intimation that they, too, should be exempted
(Nimukei Yosef).
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HASHUTAFIN

R’ Elazar recommends a procedure used in the Temple:
i 7ina Paxy nan oxb 15 v o by gy Mybx w1 wmy - R
Elazar said: Even though a person has a trusted treasurer
in his household, nyam 71¥? — he should bind and count his
money before giving it to the treasurer,'®  ~apn yn, RN —
for it is stated: And they bound up and counted the money."™

The Gemara now discusses which applicants for assistance
must be investigated:
nisimb pp7ia K3 27 % — Rav Huna said: We investigate the
eligibility of a pauper that asks for food, mv3% PpTa PN —
but we do not investigate the eligibility of an inadequately
dressed pauper that asks for clothing, Rather, we fulfill his
request immediately.

Rav Huna offers two sources for his ruling:
Xp X mya X — If you wish, say that my ruling is established
by a Biblical verse, X739 Xp& N3 ) — or if you wish, say
that it can be deduced by rational argument. Ny nw3a X
xav — If you wish, say that it can be deduced by rational
argument, as follows: wap Xp '~ — This inadequately clothed
applicant debases himself by appearing before the charity
administrators in his woeful attire. If he were not truly in need, he
would not do so. Thus, there is no reason to investigate whether
he owns proper clothing. wan Xp X5 *xm — And this other
applicant does not debase himself by merely claiming that he is
hungry. Thus, the administrators must investigate whether he is
telling the truth.

Rav Huna now advances his Scriptural source:
& xk mya ax — If you wish, say that the ruling is
established by the following verse:™  »yanb ay1b winp xibm,,
— Will you not break your bread for the hungry? 23 y"Wwa
— The word break, winp, is written with the letter sin () and not
samech (0),"™ so that it can be read as wing, clarify ¥ Thus, the
verse instructs us wime — first to investigate and clarify
whether the supplicant is truly hungry, mb 23 97m — and
then give him food if he is deserving. 2™m3 onm — But there,
with regard to those who lack adequate clothing, it is written:("
"moe3 oy 8N, — When you see the naked, you shall
cover him. "nYx% 1xn " — The verse implies that clothing
should be provided “when you see” him — that is, immediately
upon being apprised of his need, without first investigating
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whether it is authentic.

Interpreting the two verses differently, Rav Yehudah reverses
Rav Huna’s ruling:
noab P M MM 2 — And Rav Yehudah said: We
investigate the eligibility of an inadequately dressed pauper that
asks for clothing, nixmb pp1ia PX1 — but we do not
investigate the eligibility of a pauper that asks for food,

Rav Yehudah also offers two sources for his ruling:

N720 Xpws nya ok — If you wish, say that my ruling can be
deduced by rational argument, X7 XX nw3 ) — and if
you wish, say that it is established by a Biblical verse. nwax
X120 xpx — If you wish, say that it can be deduced by rational
argument, as follows: % Xqy¥np 'R3 — This one who asks for
food is possibly suffering the pangs of hunger, and we should not
prolong his suffering while we verify his claim.  x7y¥np X5 Rm
mb> — But this one who requests clothing does not suffer
physically."¥ Hence, he must wait while we authenticate his
claim.

Rav Yehudah now advances his Scriptural source:

X Xy mya X ~ If you wish, say that the ruling is
established by a Biblical verse: 2mn3 Ryt — Here, regarding
one who requests food, it is written: 3pnb 2y vinp b1, -
Will you not break" your bread for the hungry? The verse
implies that one must 2nY%Y ©iMp — break the bread for
him immediately; 73731 — just as we read the word wi1p.*"
The administrators may not delay feeding the supplicant in order
to investigate him. 2'mn3 onpm — But there, regarding those
who lack adequate clothing, it is written: B©hy nxIn™,,
»mo) — When you see the naked, you shall cover him, which
implies that only 3% nx7W2 — when it is apparent to you™
that the supplicant is not deceiving (i.e. after you have investi-
gated the matter) may you provide him with the garments he
requests.

The Gemara offers corroborations of Rav Yehudah'’s position:
mm 277 o2 xun — It was taught in a Baraisa like the
opinion of Rav Yehudah: w92 "mR — IF [A PAUPER]
SAID, “CLOTHE ME,” WnX I'p7i3 —WE INVESTIGATE HIM to
determine if he is truly needy. woy1z — If, however, he said,
“PROVIDE ME WITH SUSTENANCE,”  J'p7i2 '8 — WE DO NOT
INVESTIGATE.

NOTES

12. Even though he has no intention of demanding an accounting after-
ward (Rashi).

13.II Kings 12:11. When the Temple treasury chest was filled, the king’s
scribe and the Kohen Gadol would count the money and bind it into
packages. Verse 12 reports that they then gave the counted money to the
treasurers, who were in charge of the workers. Verse 16, cited by the
Gemara above, states that the treasurers were not required to provide
an accounting of how they disbursed the funds. Nevertheless, the king’s
scribe and the Kohen Gadol deemed it prudent to count and package the
entrusted money beforehand [so as to preclude any unwarranted
suspicions (Meiri; see Maharsha for a novel explanation of this practice)].
R’ Elazar bethought this a wise practice for everyone (see Rashi).

14. Isaiah 58:7.

15. Mesoras HaShas notes that in all exact texts of the Book of Isaiah the
word break indeed appears as o — with a samech (v). Citing Tosafos
(Shabbos 55b nayn i) for support, Mesoras HaShas suggests that
our Gemara, in fact, disputes the version contained in those texts. Cf.
Maharsha, who emends our Gemara to resolve this problem. See also
Yad Ramah and Ritva.

16. The Hebrew word for “breaking bread” is normally written with a
samech, as v, The replacement of the samech with the homophonous
sin () indicates that a halachic interpretation of the word is in
order. Rav Huna therefore explicates the word as wip (with a shin),

since for exegetic purposes the sin () and shin (¥) are interchangeable.
17. Isaiah 58:7. This is the conclusion of the verse mentioned above.

18. The Gemara speaks of a case where the supplicant appears in
clothing that is sufficient to protect him from the cold, for if not, he, too,
qualifies as one who suffers from his poverty and the administrators
would be required to provide him with warm clothing immediately.
Rather, this supplicant is merely embarrassed and debased by the
inappropriateness of his attire (Ritva).

19. Here, the Gemara records 019 in its quotation of the verse, whereas
before it established that the word is written with the letter sin () —
ino (see above, note 15). Perhaps the Gemara means to underscore that
Rav Yehudah rejects the interpretation of Rav Huna, who explains wyn
as if it were written with a shin — wing, clarify. Rather, because Rav
Yehudah interprets the word the way it is read (i, with a sin), as
being synonymous with the homophonous vinn (break bread), the
Gemara records the word as vig.

In Rosh’s text, however, the Gemara indeed records g — with a sin
and not a samech — in its quotation of the verse.

920. Le. with the letter sin () at the end of the word. Hence, wrin is
synonymous with o1n — break bread.

91. Rav Yehudah interprets rixan as if it were written in the passive form
— nixn, when it is seen (i.e. apparent) fo you.
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HASHUTAFIN

A Mishnah establishes the criteria for determining eligibility
for different forms of public assistance:
oni 110 — We learned there in a Mishnah:?2  wy% pnmis px
pipnY Dipk 121V — WE DO NOT GIVE A POOR MAN WHO TRAVELS
FROM PLACE TO PLACE® LESS  ybpa 1'Xp va8n JirIina 133n
— THAN A LOAF of bread THAT COSTS A PUNDYON WHEN FOUR
SE:AHS of flour COST A SEZA®Y 15 — If HE STAYS OVERNIGHT,
nrb noyp 5 Ny — WE GIVE HIM PROVISIONS FOR NIGHT:
LODGING.
The Gemara asks:
Y norp ':xp — What are provisions for night-lodging?
The Gemara answers:
x99 27 7y — Rav Pappa said: X703 X113 — A bed, and a
pillow for his head.
The Gemara again quotes the Mishnah:
naw — If the poor person spends THE SABBATH in the city, nuni
nimyp YHY Jim i — WE GIVE HIM FOOD FOR THREE MEALS, for on
the Sabbath one must eat a third meal.2?
The Gemara qualifies the above rulings:
xin — It was taught in a Baraisa: omnsa by v mmox —
IF [THE POOR PERSON] HAD BEEN COLLECTING DOOR-TO-DOOR,
i 1"7PTI '8 — WE ARE NOT BOUND TO assist HIM with a donation of
money from the public charity fund. Once he has learned to collect
on his own, he will be able to support himself.?®
The Gemara relates an incident in which this Baraisa is invoked
and reinterpreted:
onnea Sy avme e Ky X3 — There was a certain pauper,
who had been collecting door-to-door, x32 377 mph RnXT
— who came before Rav Pappa to request assistance from the
public charity fund.?” m% ppam X5 — [Rav Pappal did not
bother with him, even to give him money from the charity fund for
a slice of bread,?® in accordance with the Baraisa.
Rav Pappa was subsequently challenged:
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K55 3715 X3 317 M3 X190 271 Y 1K ~ Rav Samma the son of
Rav Yeiva said to Rav Pappa: ™% prpam 85 m % — If the
master (Rav Pappa) will not bother with [this pauper], to assist
him, % preIm XY RN WK — no other person will bother
with him, for they will assume that he is dishonest! rmb —
Should he therefore die from hunger??

Rav Pappa attempted to justify his decision:

Run X1 Y [xg] — [Rav Pappa said] to [Rav Sammal:®® But it
was taught in a Baraisa: owmnoa by ammen uy Mg ox — IF
HE WAS A POOR PERSON WHO COLLECTS DOOR-TO-DOOR, TN
% PppY — WE ARE NOT BOUND TO assist HIM with a donation
from the charity fund. Hence, your concern that others will be
deterred from contributing their private funds to such a pauper
is unfounded.

Rav Samma challenged Rav Pappa’s interpretation of the Baraisa:
mY K — [Rav Samma] said to [Rav Pappal: 15 pppn X
e minnb — When the Baraisa says that we are not bound to
assist him, it means with a large donation.®! This is not
necessary, since the pauper can support himself by collecting
door-to-door.  nuym mmnb 15 pppn Yax — However, we are
bound to assist him with a small donation, in order to signal to
the residents of the city that he is truly a needy person.

The Gemara establishes the minimum annual charity contribu-
tion:
wx 21 Mk — Rav Assi said:  [nnfnl fnyy o vy Sx obivh
mwa Spwn nwaby — A person should never restrain himself
from donating to charity at least one-third of a shekel each
year,®2  bpyn nwrbw by nnb miyn wby wmym, mnxw
mybyg ma nTayb mwa — for it is stated:* And we fook upon
ourselves commandments®® to give ourselves one-third of a
shekel each year for the work of the House of our God. Rav Assi
draws an analogy between donations to charity and donations for

NOTES

22. Pe'ah 8:7.

23. Le. a pauper who will leave the city before nightfall.

24. If a poor person who is traveling from place to place passes through
a community, that community’s official charity organization must see to
it that he has enough food for the day — i.e. two meals’ worth (the norm
in those days). Thus, he must receive at the very minimum the amount
of bread that a pundyon will buy when a sela buys four se’ahs of wheat.
When wheat is at this rice, a pundyon will buy a loaf of bread containing
a quarter-kav [or the volume of six eggs] of flour, and it is a loaf of bread
this size that a poor person must be provided with daily (Rav, Rash and
Rosh to Mishnah; see also Rashi here). A loaf this size is sufficient for
two meals (Rashi to Shabbos 118a).

That a loaf costing a pundyon contains a quarter-kav of flour is
ascertained in the following way: A se’ah is a unit of volume equal to six
kavs, so that four se’ahs are equal to 24 kavs. A sela is a coin equal in
value to 24 silver ma’os; a ma’ah (singular of ma’es) is equal to two
pundyons, so that there are 48 pundyons in a sela. Thus, when four
se’ahs 124 kavs] of wheat sell for a sela [48 pundyons], two pundyons will
buy a kav of wheat, and one pundyon will buy a half-kav. A finished loaf
of bread, however, costs twice as much as the wheat content, since the
loaf’s price reflects the additional cost of the baker’s labor. Therefore,
when a pundyon buys a half-kav of wheat, it will buy a loaf of bread
containing a quarter-kav of flour (Rav, Rash and Rosh to Mishnah; see
also Rashi here).

See, however, Rabbeinu Gershom, who writes that the loaf that can be
acquired for a pundyon contains a half-kav of flour [he does not subtract
the baker’s charge], and it is a loaf this size that is sufficient for two
meals. Yad Ramah indeed sets the size of the loaf at a quarter-kav, but
considers this enough for only one meal.

25. Shabbos 118a. Hence, of the two meals’ worth of food he was given
on Friday, the pauper eats half for his Sabbath (Friday) night meal and
the other half for his Sabbath morning meal. [His Friday morning (or

afternoon) meal consisted of food he brought with him from the place of
the previous night's lodging.] Of the three meals’ worth of food he is
given on the Sabbath, the pauper eats one-third for his third (afternoon)
Sabbath meal and one-third on Saturday night. He takes the final third
with him when he resumes his journey on Sunday morning, so that he
does not travel empty-handed (Tosajos).
26. The public charity fund was intended mainly for the assistance of
those who were unable to collect door-to-door, either because of physical
limitations or pride. See Rifva, who writes that we still provide him with
sleeping provisions.
27. Rav Pappa was the administrator of the charity fund (Tosafos nm
X5).
28. See Rashi and Tosafos.
29.Rav Samma argued that other people will not realize that Rav Pappa
refrained only from giving from the charity fund, but will think that Rav
Pappa declined to donate his own money because the supplicant was
unworthy. Consequently, the public will withhold their own funds, and
the pauper’s welfare would then be seriously jeopardized. Rav Samma
therefore suggested that Rav Pappa give the pauper a small contribution
from the charity fund, so that others will be encouraged to donate
privately (Maharsha, explaining Tosafos).
30. The word "nx, said, is missing from the text; it is inserted by Bach.
31. Le. the equivalent of a full meal (Tosafos).
32. Rambam (Hil. Matanos Aniyim 7:5) writes that although the norm
is to donate one-tenth of one’s income to charity, the absolute annual
minimum is the amount mentioned here. Donating less than one-third
of a shekel does not constitute a fulfillment of the mitzvah.

33. Nehemiah 10:33.

34. The reason for using the plural “commandments” [when only the
one commandment of charity is involved] is discussed by the Gemara
below.
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HASHUTAFIN

the upkeep of the Temple, which is the subject of this verse.®
Rav Assi now interprets the verse homiletically:

oKX 21 My — And Rav Assi also said: 52 M2 npy nbpyw
riyna — The commandment of giving charity is equivalent to
all the other commandments combined, X — for it is
stated in the previously mentioned verse: myn by wraym,,
#nyy — And we took upon ourselves commandments etc. m¥n
IN2 22 P8 — “Commandment” in the singular form is not
written here; myn Xpx — rather, the plural “command-
ments” is written, to teach that the mitzvah of charity® is
equivalent to all the other mitzvos.®?

The Gemara prefaces three homiletic statements by R’ Elazar
with a mnemonic device:
(wn wipn 511 1) — (A mnemonic ~ Greater, Sanctuary,
Moses) Each of the above is a key word in one of the three
statements.
The first of R’ Elazar’s statements:
miya pa a0 iynen Sy ybx 131 my — R’ Elazar said: The
one who causes the performance of charitable deeds is greater
than the one who actually performs the deed, since often much
effort must be expended to convince others to assist in charitable
works.
R’ Elazar adduces support for his statement:
npm LRYR TRIYD nTay Dby TP nwyn T, mNw
wobiy-1y — For it is stated:® And it will be that the act of
charity (will bring) peace; and the work of charity (will cause)
everlasting tranquility and security.*®
R’ Elazar adds a warning to those who do not give charity:
noy — If [a person] merits good fortune, he will give money that
Heaven decrees he must lose to needy people, as Scripture says:*!
raan’ ayvb wing xibn,, — You will break your bread for the
hungry. n31 x5 — If he does not merit good fortune, o™yn,
vmra N1ap nrmy — then wailing poor will come to his house. 1
The Roman government, which constantly cries out that it is in
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need of funds, will come and confiscate that money, which could
have been given as charity, so that its owner will derive no benefit
from it.

Rava, who was the Rabbi of Mechuza, urged his community to
be mindful of this warning:
X7 735 X327 w1 "mx — Rava said to the inhabitants of
Mechuza:“?  yavpm xmwona — Ibeg of you, 1707 *1i12 "ty —
do charitable acts amongst yourselves, xu9w 135 Wb 11 12
xn1bna — so that you will have peaceful relations with the
gentﬂe government, i.e. so that the authorities will not confiscate
your money.

The Gemara presents R’ Elazar’s second statement regarding
charity:
M1yox 1271 10K1 — And R’ Elazar alsosaid:  owp wipnn nav
— At the time the Holy Temple stood, =22anm1 19w Spiw oy
i5 — a person would donate his shekel™® for the daily sacrifices,
which were offered on behalf of the entire Jewish nation, and
would gain atonement. p WIPRT N3 W MYay ~ However,
now that the Holy Temple is no longer standing, iy bx
avm 1y — if [people] perform acts of charity all will be well,
for these selfless deeds will atone for their sins.*? 185 nx) — But
if they do not perform charitable deeds, ~1ovin o r12iy pXa
yina — the idolaters will come and take by force funds that
should have been donated to charity; mp7¥% 12% 20m 1278 Sy a0
— and even so, [these confiscated assets] will be regarded
for their [sakes] as contributions to charity,*® i, 8w
"1y — asit says:“ And I shall make your taskmasters charity.
God promises that after the Final Redemption He will regard
all Jewish property confiscated by their gentile taskmasters as
donations to charity.

Rava relates another homily on the subject of charity:
x5y b wnesx xnbm wa k37 MR — Rava said: This matter
was mentioned to me by the child*”

NOTES

35. Although there is a Biblical commandment to contribute a
half-shekel annually toward the purchase of animals for the sacrificial
services, Rav Assi regarded donations to charity as being more
analogous to the one-third shekel contribution to bedek habayis, the
Temple maintenance fund — inasmuch as the sanctity of bedek habayis,
which could be removed by an act of Jir1, redemption, was less than the
sanctity of the animal sacrifices, which were intrinsically and irrevoca-
bly holy. Hence, Rav Assi set the minimum yearly charity requirement
at one-third, rather than one-half, of a shekel (Maharsha).

However, see Ritva, who writes that the verse indeed refers to the

Biblical half-shekel, which in the time of Nehemiah was valued at
one-third of a shekel.
36. Tosafos note that this verse does not concern donations for .tl_le
poor, but for the upkeep of the Temple, as the end of the verse explicit-
ly states. Nevertheless, since supporting the needy is more commend-
able than donating to the Temple [which itself is equated to all the
mitzvos), then certainly giving charity is equivalent to performing all
the mitzvos.

37. The commentators offer various explanations of this teaching. Ben
Yehoyada writes that with a gift of charity one can revive a starving or
critically ill pauper, and thereby share in the merit of all the many and
tremendous mitzvos of the Torah that the pauper will perform during
the remaining years of his life, which the donor made possible. See
Maharsha and Maharal for other interpretations.

38. Isaiah 32:17.

39. The word nipyn (act of) is superfluous, since Scripture could have
stated simply: “ .. and charity (ng1yn) will bring peace” R’ Elazar
therefore expounds homiletically that the verse refers to g7y nwyn —

those who effectuate the performance of charity (Rashi). Thus, since
genuine peace is a greater blessing than tranquility or security (Ritva,
Maharsha), R’ Elazar derives from here that one who motivates another
to perform an act of charity is the greater of the two. Cf. Rabbeinu
Gershom, Malbim.
40. Isaiah 58:7.
41. This is a continuation of the verse just mentioned. The simple
translation of oy nmy is suffering poor (as in ™1 "y—3, Eichah
3:19). However, R’ Elazar translates nvm7n as wailing, and understands
that the verse refers to the Roman government (see Rashi).
42. Mechuza was a wealthy city (see Bava Kamma 119a). Hence, Rava
worried that its residents would be lax in performing the mitzvah of
charity, and not give as much as they should.
43. Although under Biblical law the required annual donation to the
Temple was only a half-shekel, in the currency used for sacred (Temple)
purposes the coins were doubled in size (see below, 90b). Thus, a
half-shekel in Temple currency equaled one shekel in common currency.
Alternatively, the term shekel was used when referring to the coin
that was contributed, even when it was actually only a half-shekel (see
Ramban, Exodus 30:13)
44. Just as the consumption of animal sacrifices on the Altar effected
atonement for the people during the Temple era, so afterward phe
consumption of food by the poor (i.e. their deriving benefit from charity)
will effect atonement for the donors (Maharsha).
45. Since the idolaters collect taxes from the rich and then donot bother to
collect from the poor (Maharsha). This, also, is a form of charity. (cf. Meir?)

46. Isaiah 60:17.
47. %1y derives from Y%y, child (Rashi).
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DX 1277 YR AMPRTINNR Wawn — that debased the ways
1is mother,"! in R’ Elazar’s name: 7y wabn, :2mn37 R0
w2 — What is the meaning of that which is written:® And
donned charity like a coat of mail? Why is charity compared
1coat of mail? 7% i — To tell you: nevbp Sa ny yirw 1
1 1iMwh novyn nedp — Just as in the manufacture of this
il each and every scale combines with all the others to form
arge coat of mail® npqvyn nomm nome Y2 Ry Ox
1 1awnb — so with respect to giving charity each and every
utah™ one donates combines with all the others to comprise
wrge sum.”

v Chanina adduces a different source:

™m my g 17 — R Chanina says: This principle can be
ived from here:® xnp1y-b3 oy mam, — And all our
s of charity are like a repulsive garment.” 53 m 132
1 12% npyvyn Xpw) Kpw — Just as in the weaving of this
'ment each and every thread combines with all the others to
n a large garment,” npqvyn munm nome Y3 NPTy o8

1 7izwn® — so with respect to giving charity each and every

utah one donates combines with all the others to comprise a
ge sum.”

he Gemara inquires about Rav Sheishess’ unusual title:

T TNMIN Uawn X7y b 1p jpx — Why did [Raval call
v Sheishess] “the child that debased the ways of his
ther”?

he Gemara relates the incident that gave rise to this designa-
L

¥ 21 MK 72 M2 21 e Kyx1 — Because it once
pened that Rav Achadvoi bar Ami inquired of Rav
vishess: DX Xpuny 1B w3 yYived pm — From
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where do we derive the law that a metzora™® during the
days of his counting®’ renders a person whom he touches
tamei?

Rav Sheishess replied:
{5 7nx — [Rav Sheishess] said to [Rav Achadvoil: wxin
D12 Kpvp — Since [a metzora] ritually defiles the clothes
he wears during the seven days of counting,'™®  ©x Rpvn — it
follows that he also ritually defiles another person,4

Rav Achadvoi challenged this explanation:
mY mmx — [Rav Achadvoi] said to [Rav Sheishessl: xnb™
URY Dan nRmw — Perhaps the tumah of [objects] directly
connected to the metzora is different. Clothing worn by the
metzora becomes tamet because it is accorded his status; however,
clothing — or people — that the metzora merely touches do not
become tamet.

Rav Achadvoi offers support for this distinction:
D12 NpunT 9y v X1 — For one who becomes tamei
from having moved the carcass of an animal ritually defiles
the clothes he wears,"™™ X xnvh X1 — but does not
defile a person or clothing he touches! Hence, one who defiles
the clothing he wears is not necessarily an av hatumah, with
the capability of rendering other people tamei through touch-
ing. —? —

Rav Sheishess advances another source:
mY 1y — [Rav Sheishess] said to [Rav Achadvoil: y W x5y
170 D% Xnvnt — But from where do we [derive] that the
carcass of a crawling animal™® ritually defiles a person who
touches it? D3 XpurT mwn RS — Is it not because it
defiles clothing,' from which we derive that it defiles people as
well? Similarly, let us infer that a metzora defiles people he
touches from the fact that he defiles his clothing.

NOTES

le caused her to deviate from the normal behavior of women (Rashi
a above 891y 1"1) and thereby debase herself (see Bach there). The
dent is described by the Gemara below. Rashi (ibid.) identifies this
1d” as Rav Sheishess; but see below, note 26, for Tosafos’ view.

saiah 59:17.

fail is flexible armor made either of interlinked rings or of small
sective scales or plates.

small copper coin worth Y192 of a zuz.

iving charity is unlike performing other mitzvos. When, for example,
removes challah from several batches of dough, he performs a
mensurate number of mitzvos, since each batch of dough requires
ywn challah separation. However, each perutah given for charity is
stinguishable; hence, every donation combines with all the others to
1 one large gift of charity, which reflects more favorably upon the
or than do many small gifts (Maharal).

iaiah 64:5. The prophet is decrying the spiritual state of the Jewish
on.

e. all of Israel’s righteous and charitable deeds have been polluted by
r evil natures; their deeds are like a repulsive garment that one must
ove (the word nvy actually means removed) [Rashi).

wven though the verse speaks of the charitable deeds of the wicked
creates the metaphor of a repulsive garment, the Gemara
etheless derives from there an analogy between the charitable deeds
1e righteous and a worthy garment (Rashi).
legarding the additional insight R’ Chanina’s analogy offers, see
wrsha and Ben Yehoyada.
A metzora is a person who has contracted fzaraas, an affliction
itioned in Leviticus (ch. 13,14). Tzaraas manifests itself (on people)
white or light-colored spots on the body. A Kohen (priest) must
nine any such spots to determine if they are indeed fzaraas; if he
ares them as such, the metzora is called muchlat — confirmed — and
sndered tamei, or ritually impure.
he purification of a mefzora whose spots have receded (certain
lelines exist — see Leviticus 13) consists of several steps. First, the

Kohen performs an act of purification with two birds (Leviticus 14:1-8).
This ritual is known as taharas hatzipporim, and is followed by a
seven-day waiting period, during which the mefzora is still encumbered
by certain restrictions. This is the period called “days of counting” to
which the Gemara refers. After these days pass, a second act of
purification, involving various rituals and sacrifices (see Leviticus
14:10-32), is performed, following which the status of metzore is
completely removed.

11. The Gemara asks only about a metzora during the days of his
counting, for there is a Biblical source equating a “confirmed” metzora
with a corpse, teaching us that a “confirmed” metzora defiles objects that
are under the same 57, roof, as he (under certain conditions), as a corpse
does (Rashi; see Mishnah Keilim 1:4 and Negaim 13:7).

12. Tamei means contaminated by tumah, a state of ritual impurity that
carries certain laws and restrictions.

13. For it says in the Torah: On the seventh day. . .he shall wash his
clothing (Leviticus 14:9) [i.e., they must undergo ritual purification in
a mikveh which implies that during the seven days of his counting he
defiled them] (Rashi).

14. Rav Sheishess derived from the fact that a mefzora defiles clothing

that he has the status of an av hatumah, a primary source of tumah,
which can render persons or utensils famei (see glossary).

15. As Leviticus 11:40 states: And one who carries its carcass must wash
hisclothing (Rashi). [Rashi makes a distinction between clothing that the
person wears and clothing that he touches. Tosafos and other Rishonim,
however, quote sources that one who carries the carcass of an animal
would indeed ritually defile clothing that he touches. See there for an
alternate explanation, making a distinction between touching clothing
and touching another person.]

16. Leviticus (11:29-30) enumerates eight types of crawling creatures
(nvyW, sheratzim) whose carcasses transmit tumah.

17. As is stated in Leviticus 11:32: And when they (i.e. crawling animals)

are dead, anything upon which part of them falls becomes defiled,
whether it is a wooden utensil, a garment. . . (Rabbeinu Gershom).
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Rav Achadvoi rejects this source also:

"2 mx — [Rav Achadvoil said to [Rav Sheishess]: Yy
™ N3 K112 — Regarding a crawling creature, it is
zplicitly written:"®  »yw-Sa2 y3r wix wrx-ix,, — Or @ man
tho touches any creeping thing (will become tamei). Since we
0 not deduce that a sheretz defiles people from the fact that it
efiles clothing (for Scripture expressly teaches that law!), there
- no precedent for similarly deducing that a metzora defiles
sople because he defiles his clothing.!® — ? —

Rav Sheishess proposes a third source:

A DTN RRLRT Y naw KUX — But from where do we
lerive] that semen ritually defiles a person who touches it?
33 Rpum YXiTT own kb — Is it not because of the fol-
wing deduction: Since [semen] defiles clothing it touches,?%
IN XLy ~— it has the status of an av hatumah and therefore
ofiles a person as well? Similarly, let us infer that a metzora
files people he touches from the fact that he defiles his
othing.

Rav Achadvoi rejects this source as well:

% My — [Rav Achadvoi] said to [Rav Sheishess]: Y1 Nasy
3 M3 X712 ) — Regarding semen, it is also explicitly
ritten: "WN-IX, — Or @ man, )i nx nianb — which
mes to include one who touches semen among the tamei 2!
nce we do not deduce this law from the law that semen defiles
sthing (for Scripture expressly” teaches it!), there is no
ecedent for similarly deducing that a metzora defiles people
cause he defiles his clothing, ~ ? —

With each of Rav Sheishess’ failures to provide a source, Rav
‘hadvoi made a fateful mistake:

a3 ™Y amx — [Rav Achadvoil responded to [Rav
ieishess] each time in a humorous manner, 377 mnYyT whn
W — and as a result Rav Sheishess became distressed.
K 93 M2708 21 pmwrR ~ Thereupon, Rav Achadvoi bar Ami
18 struck dumb  mr1mbn 1panxy — and forgot his learn-
g?¥ in Heavenly retribution for vexing Rav Sheishess.

Rav Sheishess’ mother® entreated her son to pray for Rav

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

Achadvoi’s recovery:
R K123 KPY R Xnx — [Rav Sheishess’] mother came and
cried before [Rav Sheishess], pleading with him to intercede on
Rav Achadvoi’s behalf™ 3 mawx 91 nmy nmmy — She cried
out and cried out, but he paid no attention to her.

Rav Sheishess’ mother then took more drastic action:
mY 1y — She said to [Rav Sheishess], ryp o PRt Rl
WM — “See these breasts of mine that you suckled from as
a child!®® Repay that kindness by acceding to my request” Nyz
mby mm — Moved by his mother's desperate plea, [Rav
Sheishess] prayed that God have mercy on [Rav Achadvoil,
*o*X) — and he was healed. Thus, because his initial reluctance
to pray for Rav Achadvoi caused his mother to expose herself
before him, Rav Sheishess became known as “the child that
debased the ways of his mother.”

The Gemara now answers the question posed by Rav Achadvoi:
A7y INOXT — And now that we have come upon [this
question] in the course of our discussing the origin of Rav
Sheishess’ unusual designation, 15 X3 — from where, indeed,
do we [derive] that a metzora defiles people he touches during
the “days of his counting”?

The Gemara answers:

X173 — The source is as was taught in a Baraisa: iy 139
TR i 13 — R SHIMON BEN YOCHAI SAYS:  DY™3 D123 1083
11959 M — A requirement of IMMERSING CLOTHING" IS STATED
WITHRESPECT TO garments the metzore wore during THE DAYS OF
HIS COUNTING, b "3 m13 D123 K — AND a similar
requirement of IMMERSING CLOTHING®® IS STATED WITH RESPECT
TO garments he wore during THE DAYS OF HIS CONFIRMATION as a
metzora. Since the two stages of the tzaraas affliction are
exegetically connected® by the common requirement of immer-
sion, the law of defilement may be extrapolated from one stage to
the other, as follows:

DX Xnvn 1909 M — JUST AS THERE [A CONFIRMED METZORA]
RITUALLY DEFILES PEOPLE by touching them,®”  xnun 1x3 g5

NOTES

Leviticus 22:5.

Rav Achadvoi could have refuted Rav Sheishess with the distinction
drew previously, arguing: Since a sheretz defiles a garment merely by
iching it, it is an av hatumah, a primary source of tumah that defiles
n people. A metzora, on the other hand, defiles only those garments
it he actually wears; hence, we could not conclude that he defiles
iple through touching. Rav Achadvoi chose, however, an even more
wincing rebuttal (see Rashi 7 3103 k3 ).

Jther Rishonim offer an alterate interpretation, based on their
lanation above (see note 15).]

As is stated in Leviticus 15:17: Any garment or leather article upon
ich there shall be semen shall be washed in water (Rashi).

In Leviticus 22:4 it is written: Or a man from whom a seminal
sharge issues. The following verse records: Or a man who touches
' creeping thing (sheretz). The Gemara (Niddah 43b) interprets: Just
1 sheretz defiles a person through mere contact, so semen defiles a
son through mere contact (Rashi).

Scripture does not actually state the law, as it did in the case of
retz (ibid. v. 5). The law is, however, derived from Scripture
getically; it is not merely deduced from another law.

Literally: his learning became heavy. These were Heavenly signs to
" Achadvoi that he had misused his mouth and his scholarship
listress Rav Sheishess. [Clearly, Rav Achadvoi never intended to
rade Rav Sheishess, and was just expressing satisfaction with his
vincing Torah arguments. Rav Sheishess, however, misunderstood
reaction, and Rav Achadvoi was punished for not preventing this
understanding (see Rabbeinu Gershom).

This follows Rashi; but see note 26 below.

Her motive for doing this is unclear. Perhaps she wished to prevent

her son (Rav Sheishess) from falling into the category of “one whose
fellow was punished on account of him,” for such people do not réach
lofty levels of spirituality in the World to Come (see Shabbos 149b; also
Tosafos below, 22a xix 7).

[See Chasam Sofer, who explains that Rav Sheishness paid no need
to his mother’s pleas because he felt that if was a matter of defending
the honor of Torah.]

26. The woman’s statement is the basis for Rashi’s interpreting that
the “child” Rava quoted was Rav Sheishess, for who else but her child
would the woman nurse? Rabbeiny Chananel (cited by Tosafos) and
Rabbeinu Gershom explain, however, that the “child” was actually Rav
Achadvoi who, by his vexing remark, ultimately caused his mother to
debase herself before Rav Sheishess. These Rishonim further explain
that Rav Achadvoi’s mother had been Rav Sheishess’ wet nurse; hence,
she was able to say to Rav Sheishess, “See these breasts from which you
suckled.”

21. On the seventh day of his days of counting (see note 10 above)

the mefzora must shave off all his hair, and immerse the clothing he
wore during the “days of counting” and immerse himself in a mikveh;
see Leviticus 14:9 (Rashi). This is the final stage of the purification
process.

28. During the ritual of taharas hatzipporim, which is performed when
the metzora leaves the state of being a confirmed metzora (see note 10
above), the metzora must shave off all his hair, and immerse the
garments he wore while he was a “confirmed” mefzora and immerse
himself in a mikveh; see Leviticus 14:8 (Rashi).

29. See Tosafos .

30. Rashi above (1msp "1 1) equated a “confirmed” metzora to a
corpse. Hence, just as a corpse defiles people through physical contact,
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9h3 HASHUTAFIN

DX~ HERE, TOO, [A METZORA DURING THE DAYS OF HIS
COUNTING] DEFILES PEOPLE by touching them.,

The Gemara now resumes discussing the merits of giving
charity, and quotes the third statement made by R’ Elazar:
Y% ' K — R’ Elazar said:  anv nv:2 Ry v bim
17371 MYian — One who performs charitable acts in secret is
greater than Moses, our teacher,! M3 W mYn Ny —
for while regarding Moses, our teacher, it is written:® 13,
"IN aX7 uen M — For I was in dread of the anger and
the wrath;® 2n3 npIy nYiva Y9 — and regarding one
who performs charitable acts in secret it is written:® mn,,
VY TN P2 W) QX9 N2 ~ A gift in secret pacifies’™
anger; and a present® in the bosom (pacifies) strong wrath.
Thus, one who performs charitable deeds in secret can triumph
over the very anger and wrath that Moses himself feared, and in
this sense he is greater than Moses.

R’ Yitzchak interprets the latter part of the verse differently:
PIIY? "277 X290 — And this interpretation by R Elazar differs
with that of R’ Yitzchak., i gx pryy v 157 — For R’
Yitzchak said: [Charity performed secretly] will pacify anger,
912 1K MmN — but will not pacify wrath, pna Tnw, SRR
"My man — for it is stated in the verse: And a present in the
bosom, strong wrath. pna iy s by ax — This implies that
although a present is in the bosom (i.e. even though charity was
given in secret), myy man — the Divine wrath remains strong.

Thus, according to R’ Yitzchak, an anonymous act of charity has
the power to turn aside only the Divine anger,*” while according
to R’ Elazar it can vanquish the Divine wrath as well.s®

Another version of R’ Yitzchak’s statement:

PO 127 90K MaRT XX — There are those who say that R’
Yitzchak said a different interpretation of the verse: 1 bs
nbivh my man xan Y Suiw — Any judge that takes a bribe
brings strong wrath to the world, [ pma MY, RIY]
— as it is stated: And a bribe™ in the bosom efc. According to
this version, the latter part of the verse does not concern the ef-

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

fects of charity, but the terrible consequences of accepting bribeg,

Having mentioned R’ Yitzchak, the Gemara records other
statements by him on the subject of charity:
uyb mvws 1iaa 52 oyt 1237 N1 — And R’ Yitzchak also said:
Anyone who gives even a perutah [a small copper coin] to a
pauper  nix7a wWwa 772nn — is blessed with six Heavenly
blessings. 1373 fomopm —~ And one who comforts [a
pauper]withwords nizamwy noxa11ann — isblessed with
eleven Heavenly blessings. !

The Gemara enumerates the blessings that a donor receives:
237 NIxYR Wwa 11ann uyb nuns [nism — One who gives a
Dperutah to a pauper is blessed with six Heavenly blessings, as
it is written: w1 M3 N2 oM oy whp by,
W oY nxnTa — Will you not break ete. [your bread for the
hungry] and the wailing poor bring to your house ete.; when
you see the naked [you shall cover him]. 41

The Gemara now enumerates the blessings that a comforter
receives:
nid72 TPy noxa 7ann oM37a iovonm — And one who
comforts [a pauper] with words is blessed with eleven
Heavenly blessings. y»awn my) won qus: 2y77 pam), Y
— For it is stated:“2 And if you draw out (from) your soul to the
hungry and satisfy the afflicted spirit,s  37ix Wwha mn
"DII¥2 ANPeX) — then your light will shine through the
darkness, and your gloom will be like the noonday.

The next verse continues to shower blessings on the comforter:
" YWD ninynya ynapm men 1 m, — And God will guide
you continually, and satisfy your soul (even) in (times of)
drought etc.

The next verse offers more blessings:
7 31 iR AT *I0in oYiy man qen 1w, — And through
you (i.e. your good deeds) the ancient ruins will be rebuilt; you
will raise up the foundations of many generations etc. All
these blessings™! will come to one who comforts the poor with
words of kindness and compassion.

NOTES

30 does a confirmed metzora. See Rambam Comm. to Mishnah Keilim
L:1, and Mishnah Acharonah there, and Rabbeinu Gershom here.

31. Le. in the sense that his anonymous deeds more effectively appease
‘he Divine wrath than did Moses’ prayer (Tosafos). Anonymous charity
s praisworthy for two reasons: (1) the poor person is not embarrassed;
2) the giver receives no honor for his act, and it is thus performed purely
or the sake of heaven (Rabbeinu Yonah to Mishlei 21:14),

12. Deuteronomy 9:19. Moses was describing his efforts to persuade God
o spare the Jews after the sin of the Golden Calf,

13. Despite having interceded with God on behalf of the J ews, Moses still
eared an awful retribution by the “anger” and the “wrath,” those “two
\arsh legions (of angels) that punish sinners” (in the words of Rashi).

4. Proverbs 21:14.
5. Literally: inverts.

6. Literally: bribe. A gift to the poor resembles a bribe that one gives to
iod to obtain His favor. “In the bosom” connotes “in secret,” since the
osom is a concealed part of the body (Maharsha).

7. It would be possible to interpret the Gemara to mean that R’
itzchak, while disagreeing with R’ Elazar on whether one who gives
ecret charity conquers “wrath,” concurs that such a benefactor is
reater than Moses. For Moses feared both “anger” and “wrath,” while
ccording to R’ Yitzchak secret charity does conquer “anger.” Mahar-
ha, however, understands the Gemara to mean that R’ Yitzchak
isputes R’ Elazar’s very statement (that one who performs charity in
scret is greater than Moses). He explains that R’ Yitzchak’s rebuttal is
ctually predicated on the fact that Moses indeed slew “wrath” (see
edarim 32a), something which R’ Yitzchak here establishes that secret
1arity is unable to do. Thus, it is impossible to declare the practitioner
" secret charity superior to Moses, for even though the former is

superior to Moses vis-a-vis “anger,” Moses is superior vis-a-vis “wrath.”
Hence, they are equal (see also Tosafos man i1 and Maharsha).

38. R’ Elazar understands a present in the bosom as belonging at the
beginning of the verse, as the subject (along with a gift in secret) of the

verb pacify [so that the second part of the verse means: “A present in the
bosom pacifies strong anger”] (Rashi).

39. In this version R’ Yitzehak interprets the word "nvw literally: bribe.

40. B’ Yitzchak speaks of one who has no money to give, for otherwise
one cannot fulfill his obligation to assist the poor merely with comforting
words. Nevertheless, the comforter is more richly blessed than the
donor, for the comforter gives of himself (a greater act of charity), while
the donor merely parts with his money (Maharsha).

However, one who succors the poor both financially and emotionally
will receive all seventeen blessings (Tosafos).

41. Isaiah 58:7. The six blessings, enumerated and inserted by Bach, are
found in the following two verses (ibid. v. 8 and 9). They are: (1) yp
AN 1Y, your light shall break forth like the morning. (2) TR ANIU
ripyn, and your healing shall spring forth speedily. (3) 771y 9% 79m,
and your righteousness shall go before you. (4) 999K 11 1iay, the glory of
God shall be your reward. (5) myr m x1pn 18, Then you shall call, and
God will answer. (6) wn R YW, you shall cry, and He will say, “Here
I'am.” [See Rashi and Metzudas David there.]

42, Isaiah 58:10.

43. Le. if you offer to the poor heartfelt words of comfort and kindness,
you will merit the blessings that the prophet now pronounces (Rabbeinu
Gershom; cf. Radak and Metzudos David there),

44. Actually, the Gemara has only partially recounted the eleven
blessings. The full list, which appears in verses 10-12 of Jsaiah 58,1s as
follows: (1) 97ix qwmna n, your light will shine through the darkness. (2)
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The Gemara records another statement by R’ Yitzchak on the
pic of charity:

1¥1 12715 —~ And R’ Yitzchak also said:  2n271'8%n — What
the meaning of that which is written:! 'lb,m praFapa i
127 "Ry oo Ry — He who pursues (obportuniﬁes to
rform acts of) charity and kindness will find life, charity
id honor (from God)? np7y Ny npIy oTT Dwn —
:cause one pursues charity he will find charity?i Scripture
plies that he will become poor and find people to give him
arity, which is hardly a just reward! 35 25 xb%x — Rather,
e verse comes to tell you that mp7¥ “nx gy by -
ncerning anyone who pursues opportunities to perform acts of
arity, niyn 1 xwmp X M2 witpn — the Holy One,
essed is He, provides him with funds 7y 172 Myiv1 — and
uses them for charity. Thus, the reward for pursumg chérity is
osperity.

The Gemara presents another interpretation of the verse:

X pn¥r 73 1om 27 — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:
AT DX W Nuvign W1 92 witpin— Concerning one
o pursues opportunities to do charity, the Holy One,
essed is He, provides him with worthy people 15 niyb
1¥ — for whom to perform acts of charity, nmf?y.'zgp‘? v'_f;
W — in order for [the donor] to receive a“? reward for [his
eds].

Che Gemara wonders when charity is not rewarded:

21985 — What situation does Rav Nachman’s interpretation
ne to exclude?

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

The Gemara answers:
131 YT nsY — It comes to exclude the situation thag
Rabbah expounded upon, 127 w77 — for Rabbah ex-
pounded: 237181 — What is the meaning of that which is
written:* 7o nwy a5 nya pasb wbwan mm, — And let
them be made to stumble before You; deal with .them at the
time of Your anger®®  xw M2 witpn wob mmy mx —
dJeremiah said before the Holy One, Blessed is He . by ;Jiaw
7% n§ Toiay nywa pyox) obly — Master of the Universe!
[Even] at a time when [the inhabitants of Anasos] subdue
their evil inclinations  735% np7y NiwYY PYRam — and seek
to perform acts of charity before You, 5 1;’:5!5} nfns 133 nbwon
3% — make them stumble by providing them with ﬁédp:l;a
that are not worthy of receiving charity, 1oy oap! Xbw 13
13 — sothat they will not receive areward for [their (.leed.:s]. o
Jeremiah’s prayer thus clarifies Rav Nachman’s interpretation:
One who pursues opportunities to perform charity ensures that
God will provide him with deserving recipients, so that — unlike
the inhabitants of Anasos — he will be fully rewarded for his deeds.

The Gemara mentions another reward for giving charity:
1% MY 13 ywim 11 — R’ Yehoshua ben Levi said: 57 ba
M7 7¥ iy’ — Anyone who habitually performs acts of ch;;ritg'r
TN Y5y iy "y mean vYya oaa iy (1o — will have®
sons who possess wisdom, wealth and knowledge of the
Aggadah.5

R’ Yehoshua provides Seriptural support for his dictum:
2137 maan Y9ya — They will possess wisdom, as it is written:

NOTES

W2 anbox1, and your gloom will be like the noonday. (3) Tnn 1 MM,

God will guide you continually. (4) 3w ninynya yrawm, anli sati;}”&
rsoul in drought. (5) y"om 3annyy, and make st'rong'yoxur bones. (6)
139 0y, and you shall be like a watered garden. (7) Wy om xyinm
2 12997K5, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not. (83 um
1 N3 sun, And through you the ancient ruins will be rebuilt, (é)
mn 7111"111 "I9in, you will raise up the foundations of many
rrations. (10) Y79 17 77 X3p), and you shall be called “the repairer of
breach.” (11) nawy nizny xiw, “the restorer of paths to dwell in.”
' Rashi, Rodak, and Metzudas David there.]

Proverbs 21:21.

I..e. he' will always have money to donate to charity. Maharsha
ains differently: One who cannot afford to give charity, but pursues

rs to persuade them to give, will become prosperous and thus able to
ribute himself,

Our translation follows Bach, who deletes the letter 1 (vav) from

'

leremiah 18:23, wherein the prophet curses the men of Anasos, who
ied to kill him (Rashi). ’

4D9. Sg)that the punishment meted out be especially severe (Metzudos
avid).

50. [See Tosafos, Shitah Mekubetzes and Maharsha to Bava Kamma

16b, who explain how we may infer that this verse is speaking of acts
of charity.]

51. It shoulq be goted that only wicked people receive no reward at
fall. However, if a righteous person gives charity to an unworthy person
inadvertantly , he receives some measure of reward for his act, since it

was done for the sake of Heaven (see Nimukei Yosef to Bava Kamma
16b, see also Pnei Shlomo).)

52. Emendation and translation follows Bach, who deletes 32, merit.

53. He will be rewarded measure for measure (711 7332 ), as follows:
Bgcause with his gift of charity he revived the poor, his sons will achieve
wisdom, for it is written: Wisdom will revive its possessors (Ecclesiastes
7:_12). Because he depleted his financial resources to give charity, he
v.vﬂl have wealthy sons. And because his donations allowed the poo,r to
live ?espectably in the eyes of society, his sons [will become masters of
homiletic discourse and] will be honored by all the people (Ben Yehoyada;
see Rashi below, 10a i y= 7). ,

-l amil="}

[ome 516 A 6

bpH opYl D PG

b a INeR
womb 375 b @

AT
A am nIinan

oHp ofeD W B ()
5pED PP 1 00 N
s jEnky b
P75 7obd Por msp
16 3P Jopb o N
mEp wyr w Hpd
propRr o
DI B (3) (0N
53 03 1ED) PSS
e MM pIp
Y Sop DodY BY ()
B (1) pe Y b
[op75] mpd bava B
Wy pym M pwo
w7 BN E) pe
mbmpa pish D on
Bowy » pedEY TIER
W pem ¥ o
o7 Moy e
Poun wh D wpd
own iy pn oTh
oM DEID  TUNR ()
Y PR or3
b oy #ob Hrony
ons pm Y5 b7
oHIN NI (D) (PRI
b7y poa 37 o7smd
whE opps obpw
D 1 (0) 10 B
APy 373 AMD DL D
W3 1T QT BV 1705

O
o b
LT - B 1]
nY 3T TN BT
wp f7Y W q7 B
95
S
s y5
ADp DD RTINS
fiapn owp)  BEPED
R R ) i B b
B gp P P 2
G
" IS
OEPED B YD
PIED OAT DEPED PO
n v ooy e
up o bl R
3p2 35 bEptp (e
R e R R
TR 0P ANe3
o3 9p7s 1t g P
X9 *Hwp] DD oD qh
nF pamy
I MMD3 JWEs
J£rm e O3

B

phern w0
IR TR YR 8
RN MR paim
o IR v
Syne B natn
[r a per] SRR
uhn My TR @
5y o W
Moy S wnpw
may owi o wR
[m 10 myer] HJQ@}
VR W eR W o
K2 W W O3
Wy amn R
s 95% 1 xa
29 P

Pal- R A
205K Y N T

NIN2 N33 NWNT PRD DR 10

ooy Tamsy 1r7pbs Brien R ppamy omon pEb Lwa
7230 WOEY DY WphYY WPIPTS 33 qh N> MpTE B2

P b I PHmpnT By
Dp7s T OpTs TP PN (o
e W b s opse
oIpse DYDY PID O DRIl
WD s Hds vhusp pH3Dd
dob3 qb Povd b pppb
ors Ho7 .ovmn Neamy PNW
MNDR IPTA3 DI FDD PIED
B om0 sh T3 po N
13 pawe o8 9hp 33b oW
w70 boon £ o7b3 vy ob P
w3 owpd> ohm ppnd Mo
fopm) 1733 B3 opd3 b
oo 3b by och B (&
Mo o3 bE o7h Howd
oW 31 a3 B . wmen 2
v p3op vy oo b
D07 M 7D A2 M2 20N NS
o3 phw Bo7 TIomd %
7 Mop W37 oD BT M
7B 3 7 bd Bo07 o3
bowp7 DY P10 v phy o
mang mocod I B o
o7 popn3 b Mo amn
DIOE3 DD DR P v q7)
S5 e b b Y ey
powrrss pet 3B wwh 3
:¥PIEDS E5) DED 37 TOE DD
(0% DEPY MITINS 37 pRAUN
MANS IDED 397 JTRN SN
amoany ok Mopp e
o S o v B DT
ISPNTY 1100 DPYE TN AYST
% obE wrd H3p obh AW
:07h PponT P N3 DYI
B BN DMHD DD WM
moE % bb pby wiED oY DN
or3 thond o3 P13 mhN 1N
pbrpy  BivE> ohpid  pIY
AN :v73 Db YoPND I Pin
DD DD OEp huvad VM
UM My SN ohpw »
TR DRI Rp7S omw Mg
b 3N Dppna BY Py
sHp bEmb PR3 T HoT 3P
SEMY IOID DIPD DDD PR3 IO
1oMD; 37 pYD Do e s
WY vpd B3 vHEn SpTS NI
:0p75 B wrp o7h w3 DI
wb ph usd pFenm
ED) PEP3N 1O5 Hpn Do Mo
B5n

pp7> Hpon7 P HOED BTN KOBEY NS0 3 INERT 1930
bIEY T DD Db (5 f) o pn BB

20 PPN OIEOE pPn  PHLR BH MO 1D MDR M3 LN b Hev o (3) O
Sen) DIP OY3 T3 Dwpp  Hov hopny Pon w3 Ph Mb3 P ko s ok o7

WYONR T IR PN TOMR WA
T b WD P WM e DT N
NN Eom nEpop 5o M e e
MDY PR 95 mpTY A% v b
SaN NMA I S pawnd  nomest
T M WMPIE 53 oMY TADe MO
AN 9193 25 noTexs KM N 5D
nawnd noTawn mems e 9o npE
AN . KO S 1D NN S
MR 2 NN 3T D RPT NT
MBD MR paend ¥ w3
DD NI SR 0 TN DTN N
DIAND NS NS SN DN N
WY DTS NS 1O DN N N
NISIAITE P NONY O AR DN Nin
O DD N D WO o o
PR N LN W6 TR N0 NS P
DTN NS P naow? NON P 933
DIn N S own WO P
NN A P naow SN DN N
NN PN AN M AR W a D D
M 377 NPT wSn smemaa o
SN BN T2 NI 2N pIRN
D NS NDY IR NNR PTERON
M9 OTIAR 12 MR RS Ay o
FPOY MM NP YN P ™I D
12 W™ NI 15 NI O IRART DY
VDD MM DD DD WA W M
Hrb mn won WD DT DIED N
SAN DTN NDID JND AN DTN NI
AAT SNDR TP PR T MON 30
D@ PND WA PRI PRT W I
AT AR oMY IR AR I N
P2 TNl € AN 1B ANDD jne 2N
PR " N PR 37T NIODY [P Fan
DI TR NI YD PN TN 1D AN
MY TR PR TR SRR Y N
Sh Sy v 5D PRy TN IINT KON
PN TN M) o0 MY A RO
wyb v jAun 53 pRyy a7 N [
DNITS oMEEM MINY wws Tane
apb M jen MoTa 8™ Tane
¥pe NSMo DNADT MM wws Tonn

O™AT2 IDMBEMT ) N DY NN D N AN MDD DD BN N
AN TP WEN D 2PN PEM ¢ TN MSN3 AP NNND Thann
B3 PANSMSD PO TN AT DD BN TN Rl nm

DY 927 MY AN DIPR M W O DY M T W W ¢
FDTE ST DWW AN FPTE OV R TOM TP AT e 2NN
Y9 MR RYT IR AP TP IR IR 53 79 5 KON Y N
O NS NI NS RATIR AR IS N2 M) 20 AP IR e
Wi PIBNG MO ) DY S3p% D MPIE 0 MY DUNAN DTN 1
npa Tie5 oW MM e INST WD 137 WA A0 WA PO
Do Sw W NP TR wvIpn wnd e WK Dma wy P
oowsan aeb mpTY Mwyb pwpam ;Y Nk paow mpwas e
by 53 BN O 3 P MY W oy Oap NOW D I R DN 1

POED 0P OP3 T IR
Brem N 1200 Dy ambay
NRRD N DD NRER TR
113R3 DHMP7 OB 1PY () B8
or7as Fbh Hrpn wh7 vrp by
pap37 or3h oppy e Pron
DI (1) HED DI %M D DU
©MIR3) T od ph Aopnp
wh op3d s pe By yob
P S o7h B Y7 Penn
ors bopn b B 103 pawp
3 pa3d ph wph pEnE DpEs
725 Doen B36 Hp KnEn P
Provn7 o 1Bb 13 o7h HoonT
np b > o ovb B OIS
o0 hn p3d HIdE OV OIID
ood opsd w3 PE P TEn
o o oib ok b
% omvns (o) oy b7 o)
oras phop fnbm paa w0
Bovn7 i3 wEn Ha7 7D bE
e Bh o7h Bovn wh o3
omaps b owEn B Yo
13 pn pn B3 700 BT wbE
D o7b phowd o3 phow
frumn bp B mbu yob7 DHEN
pap3 O o3 Bopn ob 0
w3 o7bb B
SRR NI ORPTES NN
377 b 0T pTID
pagy Bhw np ol b
pwspd wbd oup b7 Hond
WP oo oy ppp 39 wb)
»7p %50 h b © b pop 3 38
s B 1D een pnT
DRI D03 1D 1A D TN
B mpp n wn o mp
own Bovp oy HEpon m
> Bo7 mad 5 B a7
DUE WD 0T DRENT T
pobn o Ppw B Dhnpn
o o7b ph7 P JoE 0Bd M
:obmpe 36n B oboo Ph3pn
= anen RS ewn 931
SHY EYYD RSN mwm
DYOD3 137 DEPH DoR PEN
SPP3 TP7S DEY M DENT 37
1DY1IMD PED 930 DpE b fnp
PID3T TR B2 WK I
5 qn oW Wb
() W0 OEn o7 © Prwh
TERE B YOYOI
o B Nm
DL PHEPM HBd DEMID 1PV
op7s 13 Yvh IR 1 PHENT
DP) EDN YED3 v PODY IPOT
iy poo7 B0 Hodw Bh 3ED
1PYDDE DWIT3 LYIED 10 DIED
frovdy b npoa B D7 on3Ts
PO 13 Tobm 1emh %
25D pob w bod7 oo
whH

bawn Py
YR

Aop oo mp BB
:3 30 by phow
b Son e rns 1B
3 %0 ohooo
i b op oA N
h

Aan wpomp T Bd

7 poho DM DUDD

DED 3P PED 0P D

PORY A PO PO P T
B

e

=1 =)

TPRMR D WN
nomEIY R
I w3 nwannd
o e
ipy Rty awa
TR TR BT T80
oanon o o
pnn Qv pRwnw
e e X
wy@ oW WP
MDD R MR
HYT PR R W
nymw YAk ym avm
Y Ay At o
Y SR nREN N
3 REumy PR
M 2UNDT THR0
WY R YTwR b
SR YR Dam m
PIYLT TR RpURT
Rovp o R omd
b7 Y MR AR
Wy PIMIANS AN
oy 2NN ORI N
wwb Yax a wabw
D322 ¥R OR 7 ROR
) JRMUD PR DMNR
o132 RBUP RPT DR
®YT M xR Rnben
M ¥In OIR Xpun
DA RPLAT JOUR
(O KR’ PR
o v wen
xpvt ba wonw
DR RO NS BT
Kot TII3 022 Inb:
DT RAYR 2WR T
Riow} WRY 0 ooRmw
T RBYY PO [OIR
WRI RBY KW IWR
Yha2 v :DTR Rpun
RO hDD LROUM
(P PR RWND )
e 23 MY MR
mex ®p1 TEYLR
SRW PYIND SRR
DR RDUB PR OR
BTN XL P ’UR
own Wy o
DR NPT PRI
b R YD1 MY
RpW D o TRV
W TR W Yy o9 Do
WY M opw W MW
Y WK ey PN
RiupT W NITNR 0
TR W 0D RO O
RYR PIW P32 ¥R WR
R U= ]
PTIND ARDIO NIOKT
RILIT YT NADW W
own e IR
D7an XY PRI
[0} (WR) WK 2NOT
Y PADW umn R¥D
My 951 ™A Yo oan
now YhY WK
Ty RBY) DWR 02 I
o RpUp 7 oIWA
TeR cNEn Wy »n
AW MInR 2 Y
DD RMINR YW
VAT BT D Rawi
nvET R N7 1A
WK WK BN N9
brb IR 710 WA KED
nIRY YAWT AR MY
Rounw  ymER?  Pm
Rp ™M amEo W3

| RPIIES Y M

mnonew w3
W 2N W MR

-y 9o 80 DR ST MRoN \‘71]3 TINOSYs Wy ©ys meon bya s b ™MD @ PT MY

933 Rai) 7 N
AN N wE N Nx

DAY THYT? B0 1 AND WK NE0T) AT I8 BN D1 (e (] NI W K WY
(v m bes] Y TN POD TR AN NS NBD J0R 0 v povey INVID DR93 D3 oK N e
oy SRSPNN NO TRI SPE3) DOY TN YD M3 NAD DR DU T2 b o K% ¢
Ioiym TRO Y N COUYRD TR TUN N2 AN oD s wed e A pan)
DI NI TE U VD WD 8O W DI NN 710 I PG TIN) RS nirdy
NY TR PR AT @ e maye] :ngYY miany 2k pp TR T NP) DRipm ) i Yo
DARG DY, 3 1830 5% Ns? % D0y 52 NI T Y NN 0t o el SR MY B0

o ) 073 T, BN N3 TIRT DORYRR W A O 30

iy P KW

NDIR :OYRI LPADWR

NIWR ITTG NN
Y P AR KDY MIIRR 2T OV WAM R mh bih i Sawa YW nprn mnw Iww 37 7PRR R53
LTPIPRT FDIAR WIDR K91 1Y Mp oY AIMEW DAY 15 NpPR T VR YRUI AWy M T0Y T pRnT
D13 1ME0 D DR RaL YIEAT J9HI N3 PIOVI MIINK 37T T ARG WY AR PR KT 19V IRARTY
1 Yo PRST BTIR NI ToVon 3 Ln’7 I $Y0TS 93 ML TTAR DR TR DI AT ST 013 DIA2
STV TIPM 03 IB1D TIRIND MY YW PN W n w3 PN TR AR [1199°] N0 ThI 9 KL 12 YT WK
<7 WY LEMSTR T PR TN Y02 IR IPRW MY M D¥DYK W YU N3 TMWW VYN
93 WHN 2yan DRt DM £DT TURM NRIWwA WD LAY W aveb pBRY NS prm Mt wh vy
naY TP npR T k3 0N TPTS ATWY JIRTS HTNT QR 10 DTS DN X DY M2 PEYn

spna

2[P" BE3 3DE OB bbb w7 163 3 A (¢ [ 0 ohvpd o B o1 ooy 75 bsb pbr Tom 3y pipnb oW 107 opn wbdd] (b DI 13T by mebw pem




nawn 1Y
R

o D e 8 %

0P 2730 oW pYDY

D 7 DEND 3P PEv
6 qop my

w0 op 3 NE

35 7 b v

"R T DEW P DD
P 7P P

e

293 a0

VW W W T
ww owen b
MPTE omn nwvyw
Yowa o o TEn
mmhRa vy v
P owr amr P
v o LI byab
qpworty pwnk
R YUINY 7Y I
5w mey pww onx
n1732 DNRW "bY @R
2 oph Dz onk Xy
R-laiyl- N0 B
o R DTNw
Rnwn o oo
HYpoa Pl M L n)
TP PO D YR
PITIO) T 2 3R
TRy TWX
® Man N5 Dam
M 73 enbpoy
b pwhmm
MDDR 9D oM
Yawa oW R
T8 RY Wy orRw
POW RT Bm KD
o obw onb
N T L VEYES
TpTY AWYRD 183
I ORI APENn
+1%Bn3

-
g s

WoEtT B
ppmsE p1 Dieon
vhE b owo eop
R-Laiety .l’:’vs
w o rods prmioap
(™ vdan) 3 b
omfy o ey
Mo opos S opsbn
@ D6 mm omp
® olop) mps b
NI oo ove
ohp Lmp nawp P
L3 oy vy % 3
EDI (O B SR T
SR N3 LY oonan
b5 bEID3 *IDP3 DhEN
DY 1D pfy Nwp
137 336 preon oo
TR b bron wep
NS "NBON %D PP
POED M wse
g bonsh  owsh
1wb 3Dy POED P75
T WEY THON P
(1 0937 " P podh
(@ o) oBp P P
ppgn wodd ved oy
D) W0 796D Dp7H
oph Wb 9h gb (@
»BY bb *pp bh HH
b3 £mbwh opoph
B owdb qph
Y pphis) oo
1M m e e
wn w3 %p 5T N
o IS » opnd nb
ML o bEh)
NUTT v ey
B33 'wbED P70 O3
(2 mya poph) DMDS
p wpEn P O3
OV W P
ST 1] o)

PRTRR O O 8O @ panden i G NS T S DU TEY 0 1r bt 195 D0

, NIN2 NI2 PWNY PTD Panwn

farn T F03T 1oph P73on 500 3h0 pb ORI PIEYT 00 HN STUR WEm 10D A5 DN D DHoD 31 IO BvT K
J0DN PODDE WE SN T vAEMRY [phont3 opd b7 oo pbSn SPTSOE D I3 uN SEINT toow T b
DI DM WAT 17 (1) HHns NuTmD [NF] NN tompd jopp b g 3w dd 1t ippod Toyp Tpod Jmnmon
WIE WED EHY 3 A WD 10PTS 100 DI ON3T3 IOV DO WD b AT mpTS oY 1oip opbs ‘r’w-r b

mwn e nRmme YN
G W LB IO T
D 03 MU Bop phr 03vh
) Biop o3 dp or7n Hsod o
¥h OM37 3197 ¥ b pvs
0bd B3 oo ohws o7RY prw
o7bd paow ph oro ohwm oo
q7 perp) PR Iy pVsn BB
oYPEn b o7BE ©M37 B0 (1
B30 ohwd prwp 1o D10 ohws
DEn opn Wb mbp b
DYSD DO Dhw3 AT
3105

VY3 mpTE 2N WY Spa ovn e
2R3 NI RIT IND A PNST LN
Y N NN %M owon Tad e onn
w55 5w N e
NI DMWY DTN DOVON oK P
O #1315 N (oID R T B
ONw FOND M o3y Sw o R uN
DIYON DR 3" NN AR DievouTn
DDMIER WN D WO N WP SN
DI 5w T A uN S v 8
Swak D3O navns o [aN] ON
DT W2 Pd T 3w Swn P

NowA YRS NS vOp MWy IO MR wam ¢y Sy opow
YoV OIS MO o s wpm YooNm TN D o pwrb
SN Y™ Y0 R o SN M35 we i DHaY D DNy
M2 WM w3 5P opow o wa Pud mmn anTn s Sen P
PONT TR DT 73 PR 8own ouNrb Now Yo M poNn
DNN DW2 6 2PNDT B3 PP 1381 10 i N &S onm paes s
WY PRAY DANY 1112 DY MR 03 O DAN O TR DTSR 15
P DNN DI S WX PR DNN PR 1) N3 PP SRN DD S
ST 0 IR KT 70 AR O S i prAp B PR Y oy
NON DT DWP OISR M MDD DT oy b 55 ome
DwS Dow 213 Y @ end 3P Dhd KT MDY NITRA M
g}ip DI 52 YOMMDN o R w15 s o S vy
TPONN 3T N YD © D NN DM oM Aot 8O b 35 ove N
VIR WD ) FPTYD W Spw ey v N paw -\-zl:n*n‘p 11;::-1 xn&*ng-;ﬁ-;:;xu:::;” ;w;::r::
NO OMIT 13 127 0D N I YO T T MODT NS Opm Mo 9 MPT DY
'WINY 57K 135 WIN NSOM D AN I NI D e 9w WGP 1Ty e Tonw peren
IMANLAN RITTI POD M MDD 37 T D VIAPNT Y91 0D NI TS SN [Rar] 5 ok NS

N"T SN Do AM2P [ Mo
5% N amap 13 pen o N

oby p3pn Op7H VM P vy
DY TpDmh TN 8T oy
S5 OOpDD 9 NN BT LN
2 RRWR TP DY O pdp
BT iNm AR opdyy ob
s whp ohep oibs Y
DUIND NTAY TAWN PRY ST
M (g7 oem) M b O3
20 0 dow b ohpp 3vphop
PR7 OPpEd 77 WwENT Wh b
o0 OIPER D3 (on q7 pyrop)
2550 1EPID 101 DI OB D13
NBDN 2 1[pAED hdn dp ey
WY T EDM PSR WY nR
POL DI PPY 7PPD bH HRED
0 wEven pwpd pha
o B [qun 1 % mun
omh bty Shops pTes UM
farat B R R )
pagh  OFpo WEs  mamn
PSS o
»pn o73pad wdn vEw odY
1 des) Nn pPd oY vEm
S T RTIRT T KT MR
pfappe i orh b Ee
b o e pn vz B
1Y ov3 o duy Bb mmop
P

OOMID 17 0T IR 2PN 1D NOA BN ) SDMT pa o
¢ ord 8 75 N3 up Mo MDD 25 rem 1 ma

725 oY 37 T D P YR e KSR NS OEOD AMAy T NS T Yy o

NN DO NI RO AN Dmo1 pmay b 51:’7:11] n pn*wm e fnml?w gﬁ:wn 253‘:72
NP 13 POTIY PSPEY S W TR DR PRAY SN Tom ATE 59 001 M3 MR TN e
"MEDN '3 B0 TN S TIBOD PN SN Aria D KAN ON 71U N30 R owsw jrand
NN TIPS W DMANN DMION MO W 0N DWNNA AN TIONT [NN ] M Opn DN e i
NP D AIPTY W BOWI VUL 71 W T3¢ WRWY 1NN DR NP TPT AOTE TN
WAMD 93 P A7 DOPD W OWp DT MY R 0 MR MI5 npT 8b g
M DWp DOY JMN DOMD DO DWR DY WIN PASH D WD M WEPSL MM ¢ P S
WP AN ANMDDI AW TP 1P 1N P IND MW TN "R M B0 M P i ';mrsn

FINTI MID ORD 9373 RNDTT D0 2T e SN e SN |
WIR POopn pED Prd Sy pm Man oI oM W A
WN PED O ND N PHD [Tt 1N ooap T Ny on]

AT g non ] Do (o)
DT W3 N AP DD KoY
T IR PSP PN PED W

PIS UNC N AN D3PI IS PO MO A DTN 13 AN N TS RATDM I 8B 1IN
I DNDT @) WM OGN TN WO WD TS WON I N PPRS APIUR TID MmN
T PTIRR DWOR PON YON PRY 93 P 27 0N JRIRR PUPRD APIWN N TID NN DTS

NOLSN 57 0 T Mo 0 NSNS I R 830 DS Arown v |

jpnlialiytiniopiitiel oowa o

RO @ 23 (137) © J3MY 237 NIN T3 XY TR TOD NS b 1Ay e S

1D1D YIING BN N N3 NP
~nré/ Mt S¥n T P mew opr sSe Dho M Svn e Ay oM p S*Iw
NN KT ON DI B I W DRy e mren nbwie nns b 5n mpTe
P FIMAR YOI NYT I NY NYIF DR FNAp O e BNST Y M IN0T NE D S

Do maned OB 1Y O DAY TN O MRRASE MY DR TR S O N ORI DY O @ 1o bum) SRORD D

-4 ial puii-=T-Y

[ of> ‘ppwy (s
‘PG P Dy
Pl Q77D Db
RN A0 [P vy
IR RTD e

S

nan nman

I LD N ()
pe 1 pf dsy
an Jomd w3 Bw (3
hppe b ppy
ph opp 3 Bw
om BEp th 1woyoy
oEp oM Bw ()
B7D 30 571b (ohom)
9T B Q) D
55 mpy b p
YT () 1php 77 Dby
omdos wh B oy
oy phY  hsms
1R

e
D by
NIT N W N
b ot pod Ans

LI HIPN 039 £773
D73ET Donh s B

-

gbwn e o0
brp owan g
i op obon
[rb 2 wn)
S m % 2o
Y O I3y BTRY
PR BRIR NRYin
00N Y N O
o jpm)
Y ot 0w oa
N 8 ooy
P2 AT WD 89
7 oY
&, omav)
% o Nbn ¢
D o nd
T B My N
T e o
[y} 25"2121,1!3 8o
P 18 o W (0
223 933 By 3
Yoo b
neRyn nw ywn
TR Wy
10 N9 prasg
N O T K
[ o o] NI S
U ODWAN WY 0
T e ot
aBRS oY et
o I %
W DT
o] TRRYT
o T um b g
58) A m Nian
[ oK) Tieg? n
Ny Doy ' ooy
T oY e wiby
DY) TR0 DY T ok
[ e o] SRYROD
k= A = =N
D 1Ry W ey
RIDF MR map
g e
[& 3 mper]
nimgin Sy 6 @
~n o wn

50 53 13 % P 0 et SOPON PR3 MU TI0 TAON PTIUC 13, ST

HASHUTAFIN

o xym — He (who pursues charity) will find life,! which
refers to wisdom;®  ~npTy,, :2nnT Wi *hya — further, his
sons will possess wealth, for it is written that the pursuer of
charity will also find charity;® 231, 037 T8 By —
and, finally, his sons will possess knowledge of Aggadah, for it is
also written there: and honor.®

The Gemara proves that the honor mentioned here is accorded
specifically for Torah knowledge:
»ia31,, :X37 22 — It is written here in the verse just quoted:
and honor; by owa3n T3, 7 2N; — and it says
there:® The wise men shall inherit honor. The second verse
teaches that the honor promised to the sons of one who pursues
charity will be accorded for their knowledge of Torah.

The Gemara continues to discuss the merits of giving charity:
mpix Ry 137 o 8un — It was taught in a Baraisa: R MEIR
WAS WONT TO SAY: 7% 1> qanwnb prm byab 9 v — THE
LITIGANT® HAS an argument TO ANSWER YOU AND TELL YOU, and
it is the following: X1 D™y 27K £3WIPK DX — IF YOUR GOD IS
truly A LOVER OF THE POOR, piEn inX in uSR — FOR WHAT
REASON!! DOES HE NOT SUSTAIN THEM? Since God does not
provide for them, they must have fallen into His disfavor; hence,
you Jews certainly should not assist them with gifts of charity!

R’ Meir provides us with the correct reply to this argument:

19 "ing — However, you should SAY TO HIM: 172 11 Dy 13
D¥TN '71?' mm — God does not cause the poor to suffer because
they are wicked; rather, He impoverishes people SO THAT WE MAY
BE SAVED, THROUGH giving THEM charity, FROM THE JUDGMENT
OF GEHINNOM.® Thus, the poor may even be righteous individu-
als; they suffer poverty for our benefit!

The Gemara relates that this argument was, in fact, once
advanced by a Roman general:
K2y 137 NN VYT Dmpuv SNy aoxw in — And this very
question the wicked Turanus Rufus® asked of R’ Akiva: oX
NI DMy iR n;’rj‘:;g — If your God is a lover of the poor,
Dpyon K T wen — for what reason does He not sustain
them?

R’ Akiva offered the reply previously mentioned:
n¥my by Ay pa ux Yivyy 1 15 my — [R Akiva] said to
[Turanus Rufusl: God makes people needy in order that,
through our giving them charity, we may be saved from the

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

judgment of Gehinnom.
Turanus Rufus took issue with this response:
ma71x 19 mx — [Turanus Rufus] said to [R’ Akival: On the
contrary!  oamb jpammaw v — This giving of charity is what
actually condemns you to be punished in Gehinnom!
Turanus Rufus explained himself allegorically:
Sun 75 Siwns — I shall illustrate this concept for you with a
parable. i1 1371 MY — To what is this matter similar?
12y Sy oyaw o7 T3 39m7 — It is analogous to the case of a
human™ king who was angry at his servant nw33 iwam
1o — and confined [the servant] in prison Koy rhy mn
inipwnY K5y i9maxn — and ordered that no one feed him or
give him drink. spwm KM 0% 078 797 — And one man
subsequently went and fed [the servant] and gave him drink in
defiance of the king’s order. by oyis 85 1bnn yowys — When
the king hears about this man’s actions, is he not angry at [the
man]? D72y 1y onx) — And you Jews are called servants
of God, ~m™ay SxTwrua W, MKW — as it says:"! For
unto Me the children of Israel are servants/*® Hence, by giving
charity you actually violate the edict of God, your King, and so
incur the judgment of Gehinnom.
R’ Akiva countered with a parable of his own:
Swn b Swnx xapy 131 5 mx ~ R Akiva said to [Turanus
Rufus]: I shall illustrate the situation for you with a different
parable. i1 n270 b — To what is this matter of giving
charity similar? oK W23 Wwam i3 Sy vyaw 07 w3 1767
— Tt is analogous to the case of a human king who was angry at
his son and confined [the son] in prison X5Y THy m¥
inipwab xbwy i9mxnY — and ordered that no one feed him or
give him drink. spwm R 108 DK 39 — And one man
subsequently went and fed [the son] and gave him drink,
thereby saving his life. 15 2w 11117 X5 3990 yowys — When
the king hears about this man’s actions, does he not send [the
man] a gift?t® oya prp 181 — And we Jews are called sons
of God, ~mawibx mb onx oW, N7 — as it is written:
Sons you are to Hasaem, your God. Thus, although imprisoned
in exile, the Jewish people are still God’s children," and one who
sustains the poor among them with gifts of charity earns God’s
gratitude and is thus absolved from the judgment of Gehinnom.
Turanus Rufus objected to this explanation:
ovay P onz omp oax 19 My — [Turanus Rufus] said to

NOTES

1. R’ Yehoshua’s souree for all three rewards is the verse cited previously
(9b): He who pursues charity and kindness will find life, charity and
honor (Proverbs 21:21).

2. For Scripture states (Proverbs 8:35): o xyp x¥n 3, For one who
finds me [Wisdom narrates this verse] has found life (Rashi; cf. Ma-
harsha).

3. Le. they will be blessed by God with prosperity and thus have the
wherewithal to give charity, as R’ Yitzchak explained above (9b).

4. Le. they will be honored by all because, as masters of the Aggadah,
they will inspire the public with their homiletic discourses (Rashi).

5. Proverbs 3:35.

6. Le. a wicked Jew or an idolater [who is attempting to dissuade Jews
from giving charity] (Rashi; ¢f. Rabbeinu Gershom). He is called a “liti-
gant” because he has a vested interest in preventing charitable gifts, for
charity properly given saves the Jewish people from being subjugated
by gentile regimes (Ben Yehoyada).

7. The expression ny man, for what reason, implies that the questioner
understood that two (or more) reasons are possible, and he therefore
asks which one is applicable. Here, too, the idolater understood that
God does not sustain the poor for one of two reasons: 1) He wishes
to afford the Jews an opportunity to be saved from the judgment of
Gehinnom; or (2) to be saved from subjugation under gentile regimes.
R’ Meir cunningly replied that the first reason is correct, for he feared

that had he indicated the second reason the Roman idelaters would
legally ban the giving of charity in order to retain their strangle-
hold over the subjugated Jewish people (Ben Yehoyada; see previous
note).

8. A metaphysical realm where souls are punished.

9. He plowed under the ruins of the Heichal after the destruction of the
Second Temple — see Taanis 29a.

10. Literally: flesh and blood.

11. Leviticus 25:55.

12. Tt would appear that the wicked Turanus Rufus conceded that when
the Jews occupy their own land, they are obligated to give charity and
are thereby saved from the judgment of Gehinnom. However, when the
Jews are cast into exile, they are like the imprisoned servant in the
parable, to whom the king forbade offering any food or drink. Similarly,
argued Turanus Rufus, God has cast His servant nation into the prison
of exile and subjugation, and has forbidden everyone to alleviate their
suffering with gifts of charity (Maharsha).

13. Although the king imprisoned his son, we know that he did not want
the son to die, for no father ever desires to kill his child (see Sanhedrin
72a,b). Thus, although the king may have been compelled to imprison
his son, he would undoubtedly reward anyone who sustained the child.

14. Deuteronomy 14:1.
15. See Maharsha.
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HASHUTAFIN

[R’ Akiva]: You Jews are called God’s “children” in one verse
and are called His “servants” in another verse. The explanation
for this seeming discrepancy is that b ixiy1 iy onxw para
nipn — at the time you do the Omnipresent’s will [i.e. you
observe His commandments] onua y1p ony — you are called
His “children,” and it is appropriate to give charity to the poor
among you. mipn YW 12ivq piriy onx PRY 1ory — But at the
time you do not do the Omnipresent’s will, o 12y "7 box —
you are called His “servants,” and do not merit charity. Moy
— And now, at the present time, nipn by iy pviy onx px —
you are not doing the Omnipresent’s will, for He has subjugated
you to the Romans! It is therefore improper to give charity to the
poor at this time.

R’ Akiva proved conclusively that charity must be given at all
times, thereby defeating Turanus Rufus’ argument:
apix X1 M 9 mx — [R’ Akival said to [Turanus Rufus]:
Behold, [Scripture] states:¥ mmy qpnb ayab o xiba,
»ma Nan o — You will break your bread for the hungry,
and wailing poor™ you will bring to the house. 1wy, "MK
»nva Kuan ovn — When does the verse, wailing poor you will
bring to the house, apply? xi7%7 — Now, when we must pay
tribute to the subjugating Roman authorities! ©1g Xi%,, 8P
»3an> 2y75 — And [the verse] stated that even in such times you
will break your bread for the hungry! Scripture thus teaches
that God desires us to give charity even when we have earned His
condemnation because of our transgressions.i¥

The Gemara offers another interpretation of the aforemen-
tioned verse:
oiby 113 a7 137 ©v11 — R’ Yehudah the son of R’ Shalom
expounded: mwa w15 Y ox S rnivimy own — Just
as a person’s sustenance™” for the coming year is apportioned
for him from Rosh Hashanah,?¥ 15 pawp 0x 5w ppisinon 92
MY WRYm — so a person’s losses for the coming year are
apportioned for him from Rosh Hashanah. wvinn xibq,, nor
manb ay1Y — If one merited good fortune, he will give the
amount he must lose to the poor, in compliance with the verse, You
will break your bread for the hungry. 121 X5 — But if he did
not merit good fortune, ~ma Xwan Drpan oy, ~ the
government will confiscate that amount, in fulfillment of the
verse, and wailing poor you will bring to the house.

The following incident illustrates this principle:
INDT 13 T 1277 PN W37 K7 v ~ An application of the above

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA 10a”

is like that case of the nephews?V of Rabban Yochanan ben
Zakkai. 370 vaw qommb wat xebia nb xm — For once
[Rabban Yochanan] saw in a dream'® that [the nephews] were
required to lose seven hundred dinars during the coming year.
sy — Thus, over the course of the year [Rabban Yochanan]
would convince them to donate money, np7¥Y s bpw —
and he took from them most of the seven hundred dinars for
charity. ™r7 902w yay win — However, seventeen dinars
from the seven hundred remained in their possession. 13
1917 Xni *oyn xvn — When the eve of Yom Kippur® arrived,
WIPLR: ApYp 7 MY — the Roman government dispatched
emissaries, who confiscated [the seventeen dinars] from
Rabban Yochanan’s nephews.
The nephews were frightened that the officers would return.
Rabban Yochanan therefore reassured them:
IN2T 12 1ami* 121 117 x — Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai told
[his nephews]: 19 n X5 — Do not be afraid of losing more
money. 12MPR ¥POPYW 1m33 M7 0w — They took from
you the seventeen dinars that remained in your possession
from the seven hundred you were destined to lose; hence, no more
willbe taken. nyT Xy mY "y — Puzzled, [the nephews] said
to [Rabban Yochanan]: From where do you know that no more
than seventeen dinars will be taken? 1% Wy xbn w15 My —
[Rabban Yochanan] said to [his nephews]: I saw a dream
concerning you, that you were required to lose a certain amount
of money during this past year, and I calculated how much
remained to be lost.2" 1% myax X5 wRpx MY yex — Realizing
now why Rabban Yochanan had been urging them to give charity
throughout the year, [the nephews] said to [Rabban
Yochanan]: And why did you not tell us that we were required
to lose seven hundred dinars this year, [nanwyTl — so that we
would have given all [the money] to charity? What a pity to have
part of it confiscated!
Rabban Yochanan replied:
1115 % — [Rabban Yochanan] said to [his nephews]: RIDR
— I said to myself: It is better not to inform you, 2yn7wm ">
mawh myn — so that you will perform a mitzvah (i.e. of giving
charity) for its own sake, If you had known that you were destined
to lose a particular sum of money, your intent in giving would be
simply to avoid its confiscation, and not to benefit the poor.?8

The Gemara relates an incident that illustrates the importance
of responding readily to a request for charity:

NOTES

16. Isaiah 58:17.

17. Above (9a), R’ Elazar interpreted n*1mp omy as wailing poor — aref-
erence to the Roman government, which constantly bemoaned its lack of
funds and taxed its subject nations accordingly. R’ Akiva here utilizes R’
Elazar’s interpretation in refutation of Turanus Rufus (Maharsha).

18. In fact, even when Jews violate the Torah’s laws they are called God’s
“children,” as it says: Behold, a sinful people. . .destructive children;
they abandoned God (Isaiah 1:4; see Kiddushin 36a) [Maharshal.
{Hence, when Scripture refers to Jews as “servants,” it means that
every Jew is obligated to follow God’s commands like a servant — i.e.
fully and without complaint or question.]

19. Le. the income from which he will support himself and his family
(Rashi).

20. On Rosh Hashanah, the day of Divine judgment, God decrees each
person’s fortunes for the coming year (see Rosh Hashanah 16a). For
average people the period of decision actually extends until Yom Kippur,
which falls ten days later. Only the decrees of wholly righteous (or
wholly wicked) people are sealed on Rosh Hashanah itself

21. Literally: the sons of his sister.

22. Rabban Yochanan’s dream occurred on the night following Yom
Kippur, for presumably his nephews were among the average people,

whose judgments are concluded on Yom Kippur (Rashi with Maharsha;
see note 20 above; cf. Bach).

23. Le. on the eve of the following Rosh Hashanah (Rashi). But see
Maharsha, who emends Rashi to read: “on the eve of [the following]
Yom Kippur.” This reading conforms with the next line of the Gemara
(which reports that Roman agents seized the remaining seventeen
dinars on Yom Kippur eve of the following year), and also conforms with
the fact that the decree of average people is not concluded until Yom
Kippur. Hence, the final day of the previous annual decree (which
required the nephews to lose 700 dinars) was Yom Kippur eve of the
following year.

24. This refers to the following Yom Kippur eve — the conclusion of the
twelve-month period during which the nephews were to lose 700 dinars.
25. Rabban Yochanan explained to them that he had subtracted the
amount of charity he had convinced them to give from the figure he had
seen in the dream.

26. This incident teaches an important lesson. Although the amount of
charity given by the nephews was less than what they were destined to
lose, Rabban Yochanan felt that it was better for them to give a smaller
amount with the proper intent than to give the larger sum with an
ulterior motive.
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HASHUTAFIN

X3772 oo My k9D 21 — Rav Pappa was climbing a ladder.
myna vianex — His foot slipped on one of the rungs, w2
Ypmb — and he nearly fell off the ladder. 12 xnwi ax ~ In
retrospect [Rav Pappal said: Now, if an accident had indeed
occurred, and I had fallen to my death, 1% up7 IN% 3K —
the one whom we hate”” would have been liable and thus
punished Dra51n nTiay MY ninaw Yo — like those who
desecrate the Sabbath and like idol worshipers.?® Rav Pappa
did not understand why he deserved this particular brush with
death.2
An explanation was proposed:
K52 1Y Mo 21 12 Xun b mx — Chiya bar Rav, from the
city of Difti, said to Rav Pappa: inp11n 891 7% X3y Xy —
Perhaps a pauper came to you and you did not sustain him
with a gift of charity.®® For such indifference one could incur a
punishment as severe as that meted out to idolaters.
Chiya bar Rav offered support for this explanation:

xunt — For it was taught in a Baraisa: nnip 12 ywin! '
Tnpix — R’ YEHOSHUA BEN KARCHAH SAYS: Tn mry mbynd 93
np7yn — If ANYONE AVERTS HIS EYES FROM giving CHARITY,
oania nTiay Taiy 3'?’8:;\ — ITIS ASIF HE WORSHIPS IDOLS. 23
#byoa qasbmoy 137 MR 77 v, k3 — For IT 1S WRITTEN
HERE:®! BEWARE LEST THERE BE AN IRRESPONSIBLE (9y173)
THOUGHT IN YOUR HEART. "Sy15amia oIy 1KY, :DNig 2m —
AND IT IS WRITTEN THERE:®¥ IRRESPONSIBLE (9y"73) MEN WENT
ouT [to seduce the inhahitants of a city into committing idolatry].
Danin nTiay 1y M — JUST AS THERE in the passage of ir
hanidachas the Torah refers to IDOLATRY, D'2313 NTiay X2 N
— $0 HERE the Torah teaches that refusing to assist the poor is
akin to committing IDOLATRY.®¥ Thus, one who spurns the
opportunity to give charity may incur a punishment analogous to
stoning, which is the punishment for idolatry.

The Gemara continues to discuss the merits of giving charity:
o1 13 YR 11 K Xxun — It was taught in a Baraisa: R’
ELAZAR THE SON OF R’ YOSE SAID:  1'wiy by 1om mp1y 92
mr obiya — ALL acts of CHARITY AND KINDNESS THAT the nation
of ISRAEL PERFORMS IN THIS WORLD  T'oima porbpam b1y oibw

......

~ ANGELS BETWEEN the nation of ISRAEL AND THEIR FATHER IN

CHAPTER ONE
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HEAVEN, T0XJW — FOR IT IS STATED:®  Kiapbx 1 9y m,
nxn "mibwny mepkTd mb by Tievh Ponhw orm
“DWITITNRY TOND [N A 33 oy — SO SAID GOD: “DO NOT
ENTER THE HOUSE OF MOURNING, NOR GO TO LAMENT, AND DO NOT
BEMOAN THEM, FOR I HAVE GATHERED UP MY PEACE FROM THIS
NATION. . .THE KINDNESS AND MERCY.”
R’ Elazar explicates the verse:

orren nibmy it 1on,, — “Kindness” — this relates to the acts of
kindness performed by the Jewish people; npy it “oam, —
and “mercy” — this relates to the acts of charity performed by
the Jewish people. When Jews perform acts of kindness and
charity, God shows them kindness and mercy — His “peace.”

The Gemara extols another virtue of giving charity:
TpiR T 121 ’n — It was taught in a Baraisa: R YEHUDAH
SAYS: NPINAT NN N2WPRY ApTY nDTM — CHARITY IS GREAT,
BECAUSE IT BRINGS THE REDEMPTION CLOSER, "RRW — ASITIS
STATED:  nynwt mainp™ Ry Wy vdwa sy 7 K m,
"mibyab MpTYY Niab — SO SAID GOD: “KEEP JUSTICE AND DO
CHARITY, FOR MY SALVATION IS NEAR TO COME, AND MY CHARITY TO
BE REVEALED.”®"
The Gemara quotes another statement by R’ Yehudah on the
power of charity:
anix i 8w — [R’ Yehudah] was wont to say: ™27 My
obiya 1x921 owp — Ten strong™ things were created in the
world. nwp 71 — A mountain is strong, 3nma 512 — but
iron cleavesit. ivaynn N YR Y12 — Iron is strong, but fire
softens it. inix 77aon oM nwp X — Fire is strong, but water
extinguishes it. nix oYaiv oy owp o — Water is strong,
but clouds bear it. n1n M1 oWy ovay — Clouds are strong,
but wind scatters them. {525 gu fwp m1 — Wind is strong,
but a body bears it.”® 1121w 708 MYy ma — A body is strong,
but fear breaksit. ixon 1 nwp o — Fear is strong, but wine
dispels it. innaon MY Mwp 1 — Wine is strong, but sleep
lessens its effect. D121 nYp Ny — And death is stronger
than all of these!™® [nnmn o nbyn np1yy] — Yet the merit of
charity saves a person from death, ~nyan S¥n T, N7
— as it is written:*! And charity will save from death! Charity
has the power to rescue a person from the most powerful force in
creation."?

NOTES

27. Rav Pappa did not wish to relate the potentially fatal mishap to
himself; hence, he spoke of it as if it happened to another party (see
Rashi).

928. The punishment for both of these transgressions is death by stoning
(Sanhedrin 53a). This method of execution was initiated when the
condemned was thrown from a height of two stories (Sanhedrin 45a).
Although capital punishment ceased well before Rav Pappa’s time, the
Gemara states (Kesubos 30b) that God causes those deserving execution
to die unnaturally. Hence, those deserving to be stoned would be killed
in a similar fashion — either by falling from a roof or by being torn apart
by wild animals (Rashi).

99, 1e. he did not recall a sin he had committed that was akin to Sabbath
desecration or idolatry.

30. Perhaps Chiya was alluding to the incident reported above (9a),
where Rav Pappa ignored the supplication of a pauper that collected
door-to-door (Maharsha; cf. Maharshal to Shabbos 118b).

31. Deuteronomy 15:9. The Torah cautions against refusing to lend
money to the poor out of concern that the approaching Shemittah year
will eradicate the debt.

32. “Oy9a” is a compound word, from %iy 93, without yoke or
responsibility (Rashi to Deuteronomy 13:14).

33. Deuteronomy 13:14, which speaks of the ir hanidachas, the city that
was proselytized by idolaters. For further explanation, see above, 8a
note 42.

34. Although the word 5y'93 appears frequently in the Seriptures, it is

found in the Pentateuch only in these two places. Hence, the connection
between the two passages wrought by the common word is compelling
(Maharsha; see there for an explanation why it is compared to idolatry;
see also Toras Chaim).

35. Jeremiah 16:5.

36. Isaiah 56:1.

87. The acts of charity performed by the Jewish people will bring the
Final Redemption, and at that time there will be a revelation of God’s
acts of charity, which now are concealed (Maharsha).

Ben Yehoyada questions why the verse mentions “justice,” inasmuch
as R’ Yehudah said only that “charity” brings the redemption closer. He
explains that charity has this effect only when the money donated was
Jjustly obtained by the giver. Money acquired by dishonest means is not
acceptable to God when offered as charity. Hence, “charity” alone does
have the power to bring closer the redemption; Scripture mentions
“ustice” as well in order to define which type of charity is meant.

38. Literally: hard.

39. The entire body is filled with air (Rashi).

40. For sleep is stronger than all the other enumerated forces, and sleep
is but Yo of death (Berachos 57b). Hence, death is the most powerful
force in the physical ereation (Maharsha).

41. Proverbs 10:2.

42. Giving charity is essentially a supranatural and Godly act [for it goes
against human nature to make a gratuitous offering of oneself or of one’s
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HASHUTAFIN

More on the power of charity:
wp o33 xpoit o vl - R Dusta’i the son of R’ Yanai
expounded: O} W3 NTA XA N2 WITED nna Koy AxT Nia
— Come and see that the ways of man* are not like the ways
of the Holy One, Blessed is He. D772 nm — The way of
manis: 7959 Y113 11711 X2 o7 — When aman brings alarge
gift to aking, pW1ININ poapn pop — itis a question whether
[the king’s servants] will accept [the gift] from him X p2Y
17 iniN 23R — or whether they will not accept it from him.
[apn inix D3y ih Xypn ox - And if you conclude and say
that they accept it from him, qown np Nyt paw — itis still a
question whether he will see the face of the king [i.e. be granted
a personal audience] 7917 un nxin K pep — or whether he
will not see the face of the king. 12 12X X¥1 7112 ¥R — But
the Holy One, Blessed is He, is not so. Ny neme 1N DT —
When a person gives a perutah [a small coin] to a pauper, ol
nyow e Sapm — heis deserving™ and receives the Divine
Presence directly, axaw — for it is stated:  pya NN,
mnaRn YIPER TYRPN IR M0y - I shall behold Your face
through charity; through awakening I shall be sated by Your
image."®
R’ Elazar relied on this interpretation in practice:
wyY more 2w vy 1 — R Elazar would give a perutah to
a pauper ¥R TIN — and then proceed to pray. 2'n27 MK
— [R’ Elazar] said in explanation: For it is written:  PI¥3 MK,
g s — I shall behold Your face through (giving) charity.
Thus, one should proffer a gift of charity before engaging in
prayer.?
The Gemara now expounds upon the end of the verse:
PINNBR PP NYIVK,, AN — What is the meaning of through
awakening I shall be sated by Your image?
The Gemara explains:
Py 12 1M 27 s — Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: 9%
nya obiva DPRYR MY PTTRY D30 vymbn — These are the
scholars who banish sleep from their eyes to study Torah
continuously in this world,*¥ v Tyabn XM N3 T
xa7 obiyy nyawi — and the Holy One, Blessed is He, satiates
them from the radiance of His Presence in the World to
Come.1?

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA 10a*

R’ Yochanan discusses the power of charity:
2T s ot 37 s — R Yochanan said: What is meant by
that which is written:® ~57 yn mbn,, — He who is
gracious to the poor has lent to God? 23 XpR xomox — If
the verse were not explicitly written, FIING WwEK N — it
would be impossible to utter [its implication]. Sima3 — Asif
it were possible to speak in this manner, ! we interpret the verse
with another verse:®  #mbn vy mb 12y, — A borrower isa
servant to the lender. As it were, God is beholden to one who gives

charity.®

More on the protective power of charity:
(1) JaiY 27 KRN M3 R0 - R’ Chiya bar Abba said in
R’ Yochanan’s name:5¥ 7y 2y D2 1R Ly K5, 23
smmn ¥n — In one verse it is written:® Wealth will not help
on the day of anger, and charity saves from death; 1N
rivgn R TRTY YU NN ¥ryir-NY,, — and in a second verse
it is written:® Treasures of wickedness will not help, and
charity saves from death. a7 bn nip7y my — Why are
these two [statements about] charity delivering from death
both necessary?

The Gemara explains:
mawn e bRy nox — One verse is necessary to teach
that [charity]l rescues [the donor] from an unnatural
death; Dymy by AyrmMm inbwpw nnx) —and one verse teaches
that [charity] rescues [the donor] from the judgment of

Gehinnom.
The Gemara now matches each of the verses to the protection it

affords:
nama by nyrm inYwey KT iR — And which of the verses is the
one that speaks of saving [the donor] from the judgment of
Gehinnom? 71172y, A3 2N KT — The one in which the
word anger is written — for “anger” refers to the time of
judgment, X3 DI TRy OF, M7 - as it is written
clsewhere™ regarding the day of judgment: A day of anger isthat
day.

The Gemara inquires:
N nnvn NGy KT IT N — And which type of charity is it
that rescues [the donor] from an unnatural death?%®

NOTES

property to another]. Death, on the other hand, is a function of the
impermanence of material things, and so belongs to this material world.
Thus, since charity has a transcendent quality, it overwhelms and

eliminates death (Maharal).
43. Literally: flesh and blood.

44. Ben Yehoyada notes that the word “deserving” appears to be

extraneous. See there for a beautiful interpretation of this passage.
45, Psalms 17:15.

46. On the simple level, the verse refers to the future resurrection of the
dead (fechias hameisim). However, the Gemara interprets the first part
of the verse to mean that giving charity entitles one to an audience with

God. The Gemara will expound upon the end of the verse below.

47. The gift of charity parallels the gift to the king mentioned in the
Gemara’s parable. It should precede one’s audience with the King of all
earthly kings — ie. it should precede the act of prayer, when one

petitions God for all his personal needs (Maharsha).

R’ Elazar understood that I shall behold Your face refers to prayer
because during prayer one must create the mental image that he is

actually standing before God (Ben Yehoyada).

48, This is the meaning of through awakening — i.e.in the merit of their

constantly awakening themselves to study Torah (see Rashi).

49. When a person sleeps he is a completely physical entity, for his
intellectual soul is inactive. Conversely, when one banishes sleep in
order to study Torah, he overcomes and banishes his physicality. It is
thus fitting that these scholars be sated from the radiance of the Divine

Presence in the World to Come, where they will completely transcend
physicality (Maharal; cf. Maharsha).

50. Proverbs 19:17.

51. Y402 — as if it were possible. This term introduces an anthropomor-
phic statement. In post-Talmudic Hebrew, it is sometimes used as a
designation for God.

52. Proverbs 22:7.

53. Moharal explains the concept: God is obligated, as it were, to
complete the world He created, and thus must provide sustenance for
those individuals He created to be poor. Hence, he who is gracious to the
poor with gifts of charity has lent to God, in that he has paid God’s
obligation. For that reason God is beholden (12ywn, from T3y, servant)
to the donor, in the sense that He must reimburse him. Hence, a
borrower (God) is a servant (i.e. 18 beholden) to the lender (the donor).

54. The word ™, noted a contradiction, is not appropriate, for R’
Yochanan presents no contradiction. Our translation follows the
emendation of Mesoras HaShas (cf. Maharsha).

55. Proverbs 11:4.

56. Ibid. 10:2.

57. Zephaniah 1:15.

58. Having identified the verse that refers to the judgment of Gehinnom,
the Gemara necessarily understands that the other verse refers to
unnatural death, Hence, the Gemara now poses a different question than
it did before [even though the two questions are expressed identically].




10b! HASHUTAFIN
mam mb yai inx) maniy — He must give [charity] without
knowing to whom he is giving it, abviy wan yriv inxy nbvi —
while [the pauper] takes it without knowing from whom he
has taken it.") This is the highest level of charity — for a pauper
does not feel beholden to an anonymous donor, and a donor
cannot develop a patronizing attitude toward an anonymous
recipient.”

The Gemara contrasts this superior method of giving charity
with two lesser models:
mania mY y1iv irxy manis — To attain the highest level of charity,
one must give it without knowing to whom he is giving it;
Napw T vsxb — this standard excludes Mar Ukva’s
method.®  mbuir wam y1iv irx) abviy — Additionally, in the
highest form of charity [the pauper] must take [the charity]
without knowing from whom he has taken it; 3770 1B8Y
Xax —this standard excludes R’ Abba’s method.”

The Gemara queries:
may® wm xbx) — But how, then, should one optimally
perform the act of giving charity? What method will preserve
both the dignity of the recipient and the good character of the
donor?

The Gemara answers:
charity purse. With this method the donor and the recipient
remain unaware of each other’s identity, for the charity is
distributed by the administrators of the charity fund.

The Gemara objects to this method:
1nm — They retorted from the evidence of a Baraisa, which
states: &3y oua 15 ¥ 0IX Ny MY — WHAT SHOULD A MAN
DO IN ORDER TO merit HAVING MALE CHILDREN?®  a1y7Ox a1
E’?JS_{‘? nniyn 919! IR — R’ ELIEZER SAYS: HE SHOULD LIBERALLY
DISTRIBUTE HIS MONEY TO THE POOR.®  mpi? apix yyim 1an
¥R '1;'!'? 13’“?3 — R’YEHOSHUA SAYS: HE SHOULD MAKE HIS WIFE
HAPPY in preparation FOR THE MITZVAH of marital relations.”
MR7Y DY prsb nome o7 1 X5 i 3pyr 12 Mty ) —
R’ ELIEZER BEN YAAKOV SAYS: A PERSON SHOULD NOT GIVE even
A PERUTAH TO THE communal CHARITY PURSE 13 bX Xbx

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

Ti*TIM 12 XM 12713 by man — UNLESS the person APPOINTES
OVER IT is as honest® AS R’ CHANANYA BEN TERADYON.® The

Baraisa implies that not all charity fund administrators are -

trustworthy. Why, then, does the Gemara recommend donating to
the communal charity fund as the most desirable method of giving
charity?
The Gemara answers:

1K Xp 2 — When [the Gemara] said that donating to the
communal charity fund is the highest form of charity, aby wony
T TI0 12 XA 1312 — it was referring to a fund over which an
administrator as honest as R’ Chananya ben Teradyon was
appointed. In other instances, however, the Gemara would
recommend that the donor personally distribute his charity
money.

The Gemara discusses the benefits that accrue to the Jewish
people from their giving charity:
¥T2K 1271 K — R’ Abahu said:  xv 3 witpn wpb nwn qny
— Moses said before the Holy One, Blessed is He: 5w ixan
5X7t7 1R o 3 oYy — Master of the Universe, with what
is the strength" of Israel exalted? Which deeds will cause them
to ascend to a higher level as a nation?  xin w215 % — [God]
said to [Moses]: When you raise (them) up." When you collect
charity from the Jewish people, they become elevated above the
nations.

Another statement by R’ Abahu on the subject of charity:

125 ™21 MK — And R’ Abahu also said: 117 12 minbw nx 1oxw
— They asked King Solomon, the son of King David: 3711y
np1y YY mms — How far does the power of charity extend? Le.
how great is the reward that accrues to the donor? 1% N —
[Solomon] said to them: Xax 77 ws o %71 18y — Go out
and see what my father David explained regarding the reward
for charity; indeed, he wrote:"?  may ing1y Duiaxb 12 e,
1233 orn p wh — He distributed widely to the poor; his
charity endures forever; his strength will be exalted with
honor. Thus, the charitable man will be blessed with eternal
honor.

NOTES

1. The Gemara below will instruct how to accomplish this.

2. Tosafos (above, 10a 1mx1 771) question: Such an elevated fulfillment of
the mitzvah of charity should protect the donor even from the judgment
of Gehinnom, which is a far worse punishment than unnatural death.
Why is the scope of its protective power so limited? They answer by
explaining that the reward for most mitzvos is reserved for the World to
Come. Only from the very greatest of his mitzvos does a person benefit
in this world. Scripture therefore teaches that charity given in this
perfect manner is so great a mitzvah that it protects even against
unnatural death, a terrible occurrence of this world.

3. Each day Mar Ukva would place four zuzim in the hole of a poor
neighbor’s door hinge. Although the pauper did not know the identity of
his benefactor, Mar Ukva knew the recipient (Rashi, citing Kesubos
67D).

4. R’ Abba would walk among the poor with a kerchief filled with money
slung over his shoulder. The poor would then come and take what they
needed. Even though R’ Abba never knew the identity of the recipients,
they nevertheless recognized their benefactor (ibid.). Hence, his method
also fell short of the highest level of charity.

5. “[Although] the world cannot exist without [both] males and females,
fortunate is he whose children are males” (below, 16b; see Maharal).

6. In Rabbinic literature the male is termed a y'swn, an influencing
force. The female is termed the yown, the one who receives and
nurtures the male’s influences. The human reproductive process is
the model for this relationship. One who generously gives charity
is a ywuyn, for he showers beneficial, life-giving influences upon
others, The Gemara tells us that he will be rewarded measure for
measure with the blessing of many male children, who are themselves

intrinsically oyroun, influential forces (Ben Yehoyada; of. Maharsha).

7.The Gemara (Niddah 31a) states that if the woman is the first to issue
a climactic discharge during intercourse, the resulting offspring will be
male. Hence, a husband should engage his wife in pleasant and jovial
conversation to put her in a happy state of mind prior to having
relations. This will increase her desire, causing her to discharge first, so
that the resulting offspring will be male (Ben Yehoyada).

8. Charity administrators need not, however, be as righteous as R’
Chananya ben Teradyon, since in the time of the Gemara they no longer
attained that level of righteousness.

R’ Eliezer chose R’ Chananya as his standard for honesty because of
a particular incident reported in Avodah Zarah (17b); Once communal
charity funds were inadvertently misspent, and R’ Chananya voluntar-
ily replaced them with his own money (Tosafos cf. Rabbeinu Gershom).

9. R’ Eliezer also comes to answer the question posed at the beginning
of the Baraisa: “What should a man do in order to [merit] having male
children?” He therefore states that one who is careful to give his charity
donations to a trustworthy administrator will be rewarded measure for
measure with sons, because only an honest and conscientious adminis-
trator is a true influencing force (y'awn; see note 6 above) [Ben
Yehoyadal.

10. The word 17 can mean strength, as in 71253 D 29y, his strength
will be exalted in honor (Psalms 112:9).

11. Exodus 30:12, which [speaks of each individual Jew giving a
half-shekel donation and] is addressed in the singular as an answer to
Moses rather than in the plural as a commandment (as in Numbers 1:2)
[Maharsha).

12. Psalms 112:9. [See gloss to Yad Ramah 128 for a lenghty discussion
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HASHUTAFIN

R’ Abba cites a different verse:

X271 MK xax 27 — R’ Abba said: We derive how great is the
reward for giving charity from here:!3 niTyn Jawr oty N,

ENRNI T 1) N 123w ybo — He shall dwell on high;
fortresses of rock shall be his stronghold;" his bread shall be
given, his waters shall be sure. R Abba interprets the second
part of the verse as the cause of the first, as follows: oyp
23R DYy nityn awr omim, — What is the reason that
this person deserves to dwell on high and that fortresses of rock
shall be his stronghold?  »myax) vmm 1o Ny, T own —
Because his bread was given to the poor and his waters were
sure to assist the needy. His great rewards are the result of the
charity he gave.

The Gemara records a third statement by R’ Abahu:
ma5w Nk ORY RN 1 X1 — And R’ Abahu also said: They
asked King Solomon: 311 0biviy 12 sy — Who is destined
for eternal reward in the World to Come? TI3Y 53 onb
7123 MY — [Solomon] said to them: Anyone who is honored in
this world for the wisdom of his old age.s However, someone
honored in this world for his wealth would not necessarily merit a
place in the World to Come.

The Gemara relates an incident that illustrates this point:
YW 1277 12 vy X1 3 — Tt is like that case of [Rav]'® Yosef
the son of R’ Yehoshua, mrx whbn — who took ill and
slipped into a comatose state.!!" maK MY MR — When he
regained consciousness his father asked him: nm wRp —
“What did you see in the next world?” mb 9nx — [Rav Yosef]
said to [his father]: 'rxy 7107 DYy — “I saw an inverted
world. Y oniby — The uppermost in this world™ are
below in the World to Come, nbynb owinnm — and the lowly
in this world are above in the World to Come "1 o5y b qnx
X7 M3 — [R’ Yehoshua] said to [his son]: “You have seen a
well-ordered world, for in the World to Come material posses-
sions and accomplishments have no significance”

R’ Yehoshua inquired further:

1900 201 1K1 ~ “And we Torah scholars? How do we appear
in the next world?”” X3 12wy 271 w2 b My — [Rav Yosef]
said to [his father]: “Just as we are considered important and
are honored here in this world,”  nny pawn — so we are
important and honored there, for the value of Torah wisdom is
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eternal.” This incident corroborates R’ Abahu’s teaching, that
one honored in this world for his wisdom is destined for eterna]
life in the World to Come.

Rav Yosef continued to relate what he had experienced:
DMRIN PRY nywt ~ “And in the next world I heard them
saying: T2 ¥1mbm 1837 Xaw m Muwx — Fortunate is he whe
comes here and his learning is in his hand, i.e. he rememberg
what he has learned!  omix v nyne — And I also
heard them saying: Tinyb mbin 2 by px msby wmg
1nympa — ‘Those executed by the Roman government have
reached such an exalted level in the World to Come that no other
creature can bear to stand in their enclosure. The level of
holiness they have attained is beyond the reach of other beings.’ ¢

The Gemara inquires: )

1 18 — Who are these holy martyrs of whom Rav Yosef
speaks? wqam X3y 131 Rpbax — If we say that he refers to
R’ Akiva and his colleagues,” mabn nmp owmn — is it
merely because they were executed by the Roman govern-
ment® that they attained this lofty level, xb 1) ~ and for no
other reason? =hy m‘;;: Kpwin — It is obvious that even
without this distinction they would merit a unique station in the
World to Come — by virtue of their unparalleled righteousness
and wisdom!
The Gemara answers:

717 M X5 — Rather, the martyrs of whom Rav Yosef spoke
were those executed in the city of Lod.?¥ Their enormous
sacrifice entitled them to such a rarified place in the World to
Come.

The Gemara discusses the difference between the charity of
dJews and the charity of idolaters:
YTRbnY w3 12 ot 137 b ey xun — It was taught in a
Baraisa: RABBAN YOCHANAN BEN ZAKKAI SAID TO HIS STUDENTS:
NI MKW T2 3 — MY CHILDREN! WHAT IS the explanation of
that WHICH SCRIPTURE SAID:*  mmxb Tom et npy,
"NRYIT — CHARITY EXALTS A NATION, AND THE KINDNESS OF
NATIONS IS A SIN? Rabban Yochanan found two difficulties in this
verse: 1) Why is kindness considered a sin? 2) What is the
difference between “ a nation” and “nations™

Rabban Yochanan'’s disciples answered the question in turns:
1281 15K 137 MY — R’ ELIEZER SPOKE UP AND SAID: Iy,

NOTES

why it was permitted for King Solomon to refer to his father by his first
name (see Yorah Deah 240:2).]

13. Isaiah 33:16, which on the simple level announces the rewards
awaiting those who follow the virtuous practices described by the
prophet in the preceding verses (Ibn Ezra). Our Gemara understands
that these rewards accrue to the charitable man as well.

14. He will be protected from his enemies (by God) as if he lived on
impregnable heights in fortresses of rock (Metzudas David).

15. [The Gemara is paraphrasing Isaiah 24:23, which states, ™Mpr 1N
1123, and before His elders shall be honor, and refers to the glory that
will cloak the faithful when the Final Redemption cccurs.] However,
here the Gemara intends the honor bestowed for wisdom achieved over
the course of a lifetime (Rashi; cf, Rabbeinu Gershom and Maharsha).
16. Bach adds the title Raw.

17. During this period his soul temporarily left his body and ascended
to Heaven (see Rashi to Pesachim 50a T3imx i177).

18. Le. those esteemed because of their wealth (Rashi).

19. The poor, whom we perceive as lowly, are considered important in the
next world (Rashi). Maharal explains that since the poor are divorced
from the materiality of this world, they are worthy of entering a world
that transcends all materiality.

20. Le. the intellect is esteemed even in this world, for without his
intellect man is considered nothing (Maharal).

21. Maharsha interprets “in his hand” as a reference to the original in-
sights and explanations that a Torah scholar commits to writing. Thus,
fortunate indeed is the scholar who records his Torah thoughts, for his
primary learning — and that which makes the greatest impression on
him — occurs when he composes those works. For that reason Torah
scholars are called bvpiv, scribes.

22. These are the Ten Martyrs whose story is recounted in the cantor's
repetition of the Yom Kippur Mussaf service. They were ten sages
of the Mishnaic period who were brutally put to death to satisfy the
anti-Semitic caprice of a Roman ruler. As a pretext for these executions,
the Roman claimed that the sages were being punished in place of the
ten sons of Jacob that participated in the sale of their brother, Joseph.
Halachah specifies the death penalty for one who kidnaps a fellow Jew,
forces him to work and then sells him (Exodus 21:16).

23. And so died in sanctification of God’s Name — g supreme sacrifice
and source of merit (Rashi).

24. Once, during the time of the Roman occupation of Eretz Yisrael, the
emperor’s daughter was found murdered and the Jews were accused
of the crime. The Jews were threatened with annihilation unless they
produced the murderers. To save their people, two righteous brothers,
Lilianus and Pappus, stepped forward and falsely confessed to the
crime. They were executed by the wicked Turanus (Rashi here and to
Taanis 18b).

25. Proverbs 14:34.
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10b3 HASHUTAFIN

X727 ¥5X MDD — CHARITY EXALTS A NATION — THESE ARE
the Children of ISRAEL, who constitute a unique nation and are
therefore mentioned in the singular, 58w ey M, noT

"PIR2 N M3 — AS IT IS WRITTEN:*® AND WHO IS LIKE YOUR
PEOPLE, ISRAEL, A UNIQUE NATION IN THE LAND.”™ The Jewish
nation is exalted by the charity it gives. ~nxwn ovaxb Tom,, ~
AND THE KINDNESS OF NATIONS IS A SIN — this refers to the
heathen nations. Wiy masia iy nMmRY Tem a1y ba
— ANY act of CHARITY OR KINDNESS THAT THE IDOLATROUS
NATIONS PERFORM 115 X171 Nvnm — IS CONSIDERED A SIN FOR
THEM, 12 5Tanny X5 iy nysy — FOR THEY PERFORM a good
deed ONLY TO LIVE LONGER® IN ITS merit, jib-r,, MMRIY 0D
T Kabi wnh phym xmw abxb poimy papm — AS IT IS

STATED:* SO THAT THEY MAY OFFER PLEASING SACRIFICES TO
THE GOD OF HEAVEN AND PRAY FOR THE LIVES OF THE KING AND
HIS SONS. Thus, because the charity of a gentile is performed for
the ulterior motive of attaining longevity, it is considered sinful 6%
The Gemara questions R’ Eliezer’s basic explanation:
D1 T2y ~ And if one performs charitable acts in this manner
(.e. for an ulterior motive), xw1 T RTY WD — is it not
charity in the fullest sense? Svawa np7yY n1 yop Wiy Runm
13 Y — Was it not taught in a Baraisa: Concerning ONE WHO
SAYS, “THIS SELA®" is donated TO CHARITY SO THAT MY SONS
SHALL LIVE in the merit of the mitzvah,” nbiyb namy Suawm
X301 — OR if he says, “SO THAT I SHALL MERIT a portion in THE

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

PV 87331 1120y NIMIRY oM — ANY act of CHARITY OR Kinp,.
NESS THAT THE IDOLATROUS NATIONS PERFORM 115 X171 Nvhy —
IS A SIN FOR THEM,  [D137% JwRny ™12 NPX Piv PRY — Fog
THEY PERFORM a good deed ONLY TO PERPETUATE THEIR REIGN in
its merit,®  pan mprva om 1oy 2w 1w xabn b, ke
"IN AMPW5 N2 TN T 1AV IMR3 JNNY1 — AS IT IS STATED S
NEVERTHELESS, O KING, LET MY ADVICE BE AGREEABLE TO YOU:
REDEEM YOUR SINS WITH CHARITY, AND YOUR INIQUITIES WITH
KINDNESS TO THE POOR — THERE WILL BE AN EXTENSION TO YOUR
TRANQUILITY ETC. Thus, Nebuchadnezzar performed charitable
deeds only to prolong his rule.

Another disciple offered a third explanation:
9K 5x'57) 137 MJY) — RABBAN GAMLIEL SPOKE UP AND SAID.
9% 5% MDRNR NPTY, — CHARITY EXALTS A NATION —
THESE ARE the Children of ISRAEL, “bxtra Jaya m, :2MaT
[""13Y] ~ ASIT IS WRITTEN: AND WHO IS LIKE YOUR PEOPLE, ISRAEL,
[ETC] “nNvn oMmx5 oM, — AND THE KINDNESS OF NATIONS IS
ASIN — this refers to the heathens. mvania »12ivw Tom 27y 5
Wiy — ANY act of CHARITY OR KINDNESS THAT IDOLATERS
PERFORM 1117 ¥ NON — IS A SIN FOR THEM, XON iy TRy
12 mnRY — FOR THEY PERFORM a good deed ONLY TO GLORIFY
THEMSELVES THROUGH IT; by pix vmnnn 531 — Anp
ANYONE THAT GLORIFIES HIMSELF FALLS INTO GEHINNOM for
punishment. “J¥1y N3y2 iy iy yb m T, N — For
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IT IS STATED:®® A PROUD AND HAUGHTY MAN, SCOFFER IS HIS
WORLD TO COME” —  "h3 p™7¥ 7] ™11 — THIS [DONOR] IS A NAME; HE PERFORMS IN ANGRY (N11y3) PRIDE. Tl’le verse mentions KT @Y KAvR
COMPLETELY RIGHTEOUS PERSON,?? even though his contribution ’ LT )

was given for a self-serving purpose. The Baraisa thus teaches that 713Y 1 connection with haughtiness and pride, born of sl P B TR 30 9000 b I £ I3 O Syl mbysy ey b3 i b A DA M MY 1T YIRDM e e o

o . o gy wh o7Py dsb P PO AT DM PRI P NN I NI T 7 e e
to give charity for an ulterior motive is not a sin. — ? — glorification. o3 XX M3y i) — AND the word ANGER (M32y) . PRI N0 T 0 mp :ynpn 1Y oy P 7y DY N K5 I Pt v NS 1
REFERS ONLY TO GEHINNOM, K% vy T2y of, NRRIY — AS
The Gemara answers: Lok Rl

D PIRY JOT M LR i
Ro NI o s e gwn ey PTRORD RIE IS AN 129 90 N Nun_‘;:;‘; uﬁ:;xng?z ;rg{:{ r;:rwl -:r;b?z ; 'E:?i"%:”{i”:;f; !
K ) L ey - Sl [ a h WY ;
Kwp 85 — This is not a difficulty. Sxqa |83 — Here the IT'IS STATED: " THAT DAY [the day of judgment] 15 4 pay OF ANGEE, “’?”1 w;?‘rmiiéaw :aw’;;y:m;v::::fﬂ Dbﬁ‘?;ﬁ;’: o s e S N | ‘ on 58 B
wE ML b - . . . . . . b opin ,~5 " Y "
Baraisa speaks of a Jew, who donates wholehearte dly to falfill for then. the wicked will be punished in Gehinnom Thus, .becal‘lse on M3 Y o
ot . NP . the nations perform good deeds for purposes of self-glorification
God’s will. Since he would not regret his donation if his son did not . . ; . .
. . . . ) only, their acts of kindness and charity are considered sinful, and
recover, his gift is an unblemished act of charity. T2iva N2
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tra31 — There, however, R Eliezer speaks of an idolater, who they will suffer the punishment of Gehinnom for them. s o n;_l}a;éxzb ;}3”\ F],Z;:ﬁ ::'I:'S DS:;:; Sawa mpTS oe) PoD M gs;né-n:; r:;é;:1t;;‘:;f;?¥uﬁ:7v;?$ %},‘,}Q?,;’:?y oo "
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lonates to charity only for selfish reasons. If his purpose is not Rabban Gamliel appended the explanation of another Tanna to ﬁ’?;;”w?g.l;ng‘n&f Y7 NWP N7 W P T“ N:n: ? :1:13,::1’: 3 O Lners Ny o vy o i

achieved, he regrets his donation. This is not charity, but a sin, for  his own: 3 40 9011 W DN AT R PUVT ' Y o o o o

'he idolater may ultimately regret his good deed.

A second disciple advanced a slightly different explanation of

he twofold enigmatic verse:

MK YWIM 137 MY — R YEHOSHUA then SPOKE UP AND SAID:

N 5K MADAn NPTy, — CHARITY EXALTS A NATION —
'HESE ARE the Children of ISRAEL,  *ia Sxtym qays m,, M7
1% — ASITIS WRITTEN: AND WHO IS LIKE YOUR PEOPLE, ISRAEL, A
INIQUE NATION.  “nNvn ox5 1om),, — AND THE KINDNESS OF
IATIONS IS A SIN — this refers to the heathen nations. npTy b

WY MY Ay Py Sxebn) 137 TN — RABBAN GAMLIEL SAID:
WE STILL NEED the explanation of THE scholar from Mt. MODAT,
for it substantiates and amplifies my own interpretation.?”
"IN wTind ybx 131 — For R ELIEZER OF Mt. MODAT SAYS:
Oxwr 1hX iaDntn NP1y, — CHARITY EXALTS A NATION —
THESE ARE the Children of ISRAEL, Sy Jay3 my, mman
70K Y3 — AS IT IS WRITTEN: AND WHO IS LIKE YOUR PEOPILE,
ISRAEL, A UNIQUE NATION. "NNyh omxb “om), — AND THE
KINDNESS OF NATIONS IS A SIN — this refers to the heathens. b3
177 X7 XU Py 20312 M1V T0m PTY — ANY act of CHARITY

NOTES

6. I Samuel 7:23.

7. Their uniqueness lies in their being especially designated for the
arvice of God (Ralbag there).

8. See Maharsha.

9. Ezra 6:10. King Darius IT ordered his satraps to participate actively
| the reconstruction of the Holy Temple for selfish reasons (i.e. so

1at he and his sons would attain longevity), as the following verse
tests.

). R’ Eliezer’s proof presumes that Darius was a gentile, and yet this is
fficult, for tradition maintains that he was Queen Esther’s son, and
as therefore Jewish (see Tosafos to Rosk Hashanak 8b niw i and
hidushei Beis Meir there; for a possible explanation, see Dibros Moshe
Yevamos §13).

.. One sela equals four dinars.

' Le. he is completely righteous with respect to this particular
mation and intent (Rashi). See Rabbeinu Chananel to Rosh Hashanah,

4a, where he cites a variant text: “This [gift] is a complete [act of]
charity.” See also Ahavas Chessed 23:2 and gloss there.

33. This is a sin, for if the gift of charity or good deed does not achieve
its purpose, the idolater will regret having done it, as explained above.
34. Daniel 4:24, in which Daniel advises Nebuchadnezzar, an idolater
and blasphemer, how to escape Divine retribution and retain his
monarchy (see Gemara above, 4a).

35. Proverbs 21:24.

36. Zephaniah 1:15.

37. Rabban Gamliel did not originally support his interpretation by
citing Scripture, as did the first two Tannaim. Rather, he built on their
explanations to suggest that idolaters seek longevity and extended
dominion in order to glorify themselves in these things. Thus, he now
attaches R’ Eliezer’s explanation as a supplement to his own, in order to
provide for it the Scriptural basis and amplification that the Gemara
now sets forth (Maharsha; see also Ben Yehoda).
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HASHUTAFIN

OR KINDNESS THAT IDOLATERS PERFORM IS A SIN FOR THEM,
12 1NIR g5 R9X PRIy PXY — FOR THEY PERFORM a good deed
ONLY to chide and REVILE US WITH I 1 twyn xan,, s
“YT 3T DR% T 191p3 BoyewNY) b DXV 13T WD —
AS IT IS STATED:® AND GOD HAS BROUGHT it AND HAS DONE AS HE
HAD SPOKEN; BECAUSE YOU HAVE SINNED AGAINST GOD AND HAVE
NOT HEARKENED TO HIS VOICE, THIS THING HAS BEFALLEN YOU.
According to this opinion, the idolaters perform charitable deeds
for the most heinous of ulterior motives — to revile through them
the Jewish people. This is a most grievous sin.

The next disciple pursued a novel approach:

MK IR 12 KNN3 MY) — R’ NECHUNYA BEN HAKANEH SPOKE
UP AND SAID: " 19m ¥a-owinn np1y¥,, — CHARITY EXALTS A
NATION, AND KINDNESS — %1% — both types of good
works™ apply T0 the Children of ISRAEL. nxvnm omaxb — AND
TO THE NATIONS — SIN! “Kindness” belongs with the first part of
the verse, and — along with “charity” — pertains to the “nation”
mentioned there — Israel. Thus, for the idolatrous “nations”
there is nothing but “sin.”

Rabban Yochanan declared this the superior interpretation:
wmbnh w21 13 10 121 0% MN — RABBAN YOCHANAN BEN
ZAKKAI SAID TO HIS STUDENTS: mMipn I3 NMIMI 127 ™37 PR
D337 MR — THE WORDS OF R” NECHUNYA BEN HAKANEH
ARE MORE ACCEPTABLE THAN MY WORDS"! OR YOURWORDS, b
5%t PmM M1y I KWW — BECAUSE HE ATTRIBUTES
CHARITY AND KINDNESS TO THE JEWS, nXvn apinini ) "_[_2"157'?! -
AND TO THE IDOLATERS he attributes only sm o

The Gemara draws an inference:
13K ™3 K117 YYan — From the fact that Rabban Yochanan said,
“My words,” it follows by implication that he also said an
explanation of this verse!  xw1'xn — What, then, is it?

Rabban Yochanan’s interpretation is found in a Baraisa:

IR2T 12 i 121 o oy xunt — For it was taught in a
Baraisa: RABBAN YOCHANAN BEN ZAKKAI SAID TO [HIS DISCIPLES]:
7% by nY8Dn NNYNIW WD — JUST AS A CHATAS OFFERING
ATONES FOR THE JEWS, Dby ninix 5y npon npy 92 — So
CHARITY ATONES FOR THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD. In our verse
nxpn does not mean “sin” but a “sin offering” (the chatas
sacrifice). Thus, the nations’ acts of kindness and charity“?

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA

function as a chatas to effect atonement for them.
The Gemara relates an incident involving a gentile who
donated charity:
X2%n0 Maw'7 Mg 1 KoK — Ifra Hurmiz, mother of King
Shapur,”  mx 1277 AMapY M7 NRR YIIR 1YY — sent four
hundred golden dinars*“4 before R’ Ami for distribution to the
needy, wbap X5 — and he did not accept them, since he dig
not want the gentile to receive the reward due to one who gives
charity.  N377 "mp ymw — She then sent [the money]
before Rava, niabn oibw own 1pbap1 — and he accepted it
for the sake of peaceful relations with the monarchy. Had
Rava slighted the king’s mother by rejecting her gift of charity,
the king would have been insulted and angered. % 127 Yoy
X — R’ Ami heard about Rava’s actions, and he tooi;
exception. nix3 D mawn avyp WA, b b
7anix nivxn — [Rav Ami] said: Does [Rava] not accept the
teaching of the verse:*” When her boughs are withered, they
shall be broken; women will come and set them on fire?*
Certainly, then, we should not accept charity from the nations
and thereby afford them the opportunity to generate additional
merit.
The Gemara explains Rava’s position:
niabn oibw own X271 — And Rava did not disagree with R’ Ami;
rather, he was forced to accept Ifra’s gift for the sake of peaceful
relations with the monarchy.*”
The Gemara asks:
n1aby oy omgn w2 mx 127 — And R’ Ami should have also
acknowledged the necessity of accepting the gift for the sake of
peaceful relations with the monarchy. — ? —
The Gemara answers:
o201 12ty myY mmbond mb way — R Ami did not object to
Rava’s accepting the gift. Rather, he felt that [Rava] should have
distributed the money to poor idolaters, so as to deny the
gentile donor the merit of sustaining Jews!
The Gemara explains that, unbeknownst to R’ Ami, Rava did
exactly that:
ITPAm 03010 M131Y WYY M1 XaM — And, in fact, Rava did give
[the money] to poor idolaters; X1 Top™X7 Max 11 — and R’
Ami, who took exception to Rava’s actions, did so

NOTES

38. Le. they perform good deeds only to glorify themselves at the Jews’
xxpense, by humiliating and harshly rebuking them: “Had you acted
tndly and charitably as we did, you would not suffer such a terrible
ate” (see Maharsha and previous note).

19. Jeremiah 40:3. Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, here rebukes
leremiah as the captive Israelites are exiled to Babylonia (Rashi).

10. “Charity” and “kindness” are closely related. However, charity is
serformed only with one’s wealth, whereas kindness is performed with
me’s very person as well. Hence, kindness is the greater of the two.
The previous Tannaim therefore taught that Israel was exalted even by
he lesser act of charity, while even the greater act of kindness failed to
levate the idolaters. R’ Nechunya now comes to teach that the attribute
f kindness is entirely foreign to idolaters (Maharsha).

:1. The Gemara below infers from this statement that Rabban Yo-
hanan had devised his own interpretation of the verse.

2. Rabban Yochanan understands that the first part of the verse,
*harity exalts o nation, also applies to the gentile nations (Makarsha).
3. See above, 8a notes 56 and 57.

44. “p7” — without a “” at the end — refers to golden dinars (see
below, 166a), each worth twenty-five regular dinars. Thus, the gift was
10,000 dinars.

45, Isaiah 27:11.

46. The prophet analogizes the merit generated by acts of charity to the
moisture that vivifies a tree. Should the moisture be depleted, the wood
of the tree becomes brittle and easily broken. Similarly, once the merit
of the nations’ charitable deeds has dissipated, they become weak and
easily broken — even by nations as weak as women (women will come
and set them on fire) [Rashi].

(It should be noted, that although the Gemara above established
that acts of charity performed by the nations are considered “sin”
because of their intentions, neverthless, the merit of the charity will
protect them.]

47. Rava lived in Babylonia which was under the Persian rule of King
Shapur. R’ Ami, however, lives in Eretz Yisrael which was under Roman
rule; thus, there was no necessity for R° Ami to appease the Persian
rulers (Hagahos Yaavetz; cf. Maharsha).]
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HASHUTAFIN

amp o X571 — because they did not complete [the
account] of the incident before him. R’ Ami was not informed
that Rava had distributed the funds to non-Jewish poor, and so he
voiced his objections. Rava, however, acted properly, since he was
compelled to accept the donation in order to avoid offending the
king. !V

The Gemara relates how charity gives life to the donor:
xnp — It was taught in a Baraisa:  pryyd piana by oy vy —
THEY RELATED the following story ABOUT BENJAMIN THE RIGH-
TEOUS, 21y bW nop by nnnp mu1y — WHO WAS APPOINTED
administrator OVER THE communal CHARITY FUND.  nfx oyp
niya MY 1ok WK DRI — ONCE, DURING YEARS OF FAMINE, A
WOMAN CAME BEFORE [BENJAMIN] and requested assistance.
MPB 31 {7 TN — SHE SAID TO HIM: MY MASTER, SUSTAIN ME!

Benjamin the Righteous replied:
7iay A% 9K — [BENJAMIN] SAID TO [THE WOMANTI: I swear by
THE Holy Temple SERVICE? — ov53 np7y bW nowpa P8y — THAT
THERE IS NOTHING IN THE CHARITY FUND for me to distribute to
you.

The woman recounted her desperate plight:
PR MK PR BX 1 15 MK — [THE WOMAN] SAID TO
[BENJAMIN}: MY MASTER, IF YOU DO NOT SUSTAIN ME,  RU®X ™17
DR M2 Nyawl — A WOMAN AND HER SEVEN SONS WILL
PERISH! 1Pwn nom Ty — Moved by the woman’s plea,
[BENJAMIN] ROSE AND PROVIDED HER WITH SUSTENANCE FROM
HIS own funds.®

Benjamin’s selfless act of charity rebounded to sustain him as
well:
nmb N 1hn oy — AFTER A TIME [BENJAMIN] TOOK ILL AND
WAS CLOSE TO DYING. Ny 112 witpn unb nawa xbn vy —
THE MINISTERING ANGELS thereupon SAID TO THE HOLY ONE,
BLESSED IS HE: by Sy 12131 — MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE!
bxTm Ny wol owpnn Y2 npK AnX — YOU HAVE SAIDY that
ONE WHO PRESERVES ONE JEWISHSOUL K91 nbiy o 197x3 — 18
regarded AS IF HE PRESERVED AN ENTIRE WORLD,®)  pr7¥7 poum
M3 TYAW) YK NATIY — AND BENJAMIN THE RIGHTEOUS, WHO
PRESERVED A WOMAN AND HER SEVEN SONS during a famine,
bbir nivym ouwa N — SHOULD DIE AFTER THESE FEW YEARS
on earth?!

The angels were persuasive:

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA 11at

i 11 19 wip M — IMMEDIATELY upon hearing this argument
[THE HEAVENLY COURT] TORE UP [BENJAMIN'S] DECREE, and in the
merit of his charity he was spared.

A second Baraisa relates the extent of Benjamin’s reward:
oy Sy maw oovh omipy 15 wwin xin — It was taught in a
Baréisa: [THE HEAVENLY COURT] ADDED TWENTY-TWO YEARS TO
HIS LIFETIME in the merit of this single act of charity.

The Gemara relates the transcendent qualities of charity:
13271 20 — The Rabbis taught in a Baraisa: 77w 125m3 npyn
— There was once AN EPISODE INVOLVING KING MUNBAZ®
PRiaR NINYING TRIMYIX Y313Y — IN WHICH HE DEPLETED HIS
TREASURIES AND THE TREASURIES OF HIS FOREBEARS  %w3
nMixa — to feed the poor DURING YEARS OF FAMINE.  1'by 12m
v:jx;: m31 MR — AND HIS BROTHERS AND HIS FATHER'S FAMILY
BANDED TOGETHER AGAINST HIM 15 111X — AND SAID TO HIM in
protest: oniax by by wwim My NN — YOUR FATHERS
HOARDED their wealth, AND ADDED TO the fortune OF THEIR
FOREFATHERS,  DJ312% TK) — AND YOU, instead of increasing
the family riches, ARE LIBERALLY EXPENDING THEM! Why are you
destroying the work of generations?

Munbaz replied by enumerating various advantages of giving
charity over hoarding wealth:
o 3 Miax oY TN — [MUNBAZ] SAID TO [HIS FAMILY]: MY
FATHERS HOARDED wealth BELOW on the earth, moynb 1 n
— BUT by giving charity 1 HAVE HOARDED merit ABOVE in Heaven,
“HPY) DY PIY) MRYN YIRN DK, MKIY — AS IT 1S STATED:?

[WHEN] TRUTH WILL SPROUT FROM THE EARTH, CHARITY WILL GAZE
DOWN FROM HEAVEN."®

Munbaz replied further:
ia nubiv ToY DipRa M) MK — MY FATHERS HOARDED their
wealth INAN INSECURE PLACE,®  nu5iw/ 117 1'Nw/ Dipna M ux)
i3 — BUT I HAVE HOARDED my “wealth” IN A SECURE PLACE,
"ARDI Jidn LY PIY,, MKW — AS IT IS STATED:™ CHARITY
AND JUSTICE ARE YOUR THRONE’S FOUNDATION.™"

Munbaz said further:
nimp Niy PRY 27 M MiaN — MY FATHERS HOARDED
SOMETHING THAT DOES NOT PRODUCE FRUITS,"™ 127 nm UK}
N Mpivy — BUT I HAVE HOARDED SOMETHING THAT DOES
PRODUCE FRUITS, DiPbbyn ™Mpo3 JW03 priy 1ins, Sy
mbaNY — AS IT IS STATED:'® SAY OF THE RIGHTEOUS MAN THAT IT

NOTES

1. Above (8a), when Ifra Hurmiz contributed money for the redemption
of captives, Rav Yosef was compelled to use the money to redeem only
Jewish captives (and thereby enhance her merit), for she expected him
to do so and he was not allowed to deceive her (see above, 8b note 2).
Here, however, Rava was permitted to disburse Ifra’s charity donation
to non-Jewish paupers. For since Jews customarily distributed charity
to gentiles for purposes of maintaining peaceful relations (see Gittin
61a), Ifra fully expected Rava to follow suit, and so he did not deceive her
in any way (Rashi).

2. It was a common practice in those times that when swearing, one
mentioned the Holy Temple or something connected to it, instead of
mentioning the name of God (see also Kiddushin Tla; Tos. Yom Tov to
Kesubos 2:9).

3. Benjamin did not realize initially that the woman’s situation was
critical, and therefore held back his limited resources for himself, in
accordance with halachah. Had he appreciated the extent of her
difficulty, he would have channeled his donation through the communal
charity fund, so as not to cause her embarrassment (see 10b above)
[Maharshal.

4, ILe. from Your Torah we have learned (Rashi).

5. The Mishnah (Sanhedrin 37a) states that God initially created a
solitary human being (Adam) to teach that preserving a single Jew’s life
is tantamount to preserving an entire world. For God told Cain after he
Kkilled his brother Abel (Genesis 4:10): The voice of your brother’s bloods

cry out to me; and the Mishnah (ibid.) interprets the plural bloods to
mean Abel’s blood and the blood of his unborn descendants. Thus, if a
murderer is condemned for destroying future generations, then
certainly one who preserves a life is regarded as preserving all of that
person’s unborn progeny — for God rewards good more abundantly
than He punishes evil (Rashi).

6. One of the Hasmonean kings, he was a son of Queen Helene (Rashi).
Muharsha, however, cites a Midrash that identifies Munbaz as a gentile
king who converted to Judaism.

7. Psalms 85:12.

8. When the Jews are observing the mitzvos, then the merit of their
charitable deeds — which abides in Heaven — will gaze down to bestow
reward (Rashi).

9. Literally: a place that the hand (of others) controls. Le. no one’s
fortune is perfectly safe from loss or destruction in this world.

10. Psalms 89:15.

11. Le. the merit of my charitable deeds is concealed upder the
foundation of God’s throne — a most secure repository (Rashi).

12, Le. the wealth they hoarded did not produce any fruits from which
they could benefit (see Rashi).

18. Isaiah 3:10. Here and in the next quoted verse Munbaz interprets
the word ~pr1y,~ righteous man, as N7y, charity.
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HASHUTAFIN

SHALL BE GOOD, FOR THEY SHALL EAT THE FRUIT OF THEIR (good)
DEEDS.H4

Munbaz continued:
Tian NiNYiK M Mia8 — MY FATHERS HOARDED STORES OF
MONEY, niwnl ni1yix M1 1K1 —AND I HAVE HOARDED STORES
OF SOULS (i.e. those people whom I have preserved through my
gifts of charity), ~nan niwy np% onn yy pray-ms,, nRw —
ASIT IS STATED:"! THE FRUIT OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS A TREE OF LIFE;
AND ONE WHO ACQUIRES SOULS IS WISE.

Another advantage of charity:
mnKY M3 Miax — MY FATHERS HOARDED their wealth FOR
OTHERS to use, ™m¥yb M3 X1 — BUT I HAVE HOARDED
the reward for my charitable deeds FOR MYSELF, 7%, 3w
"9y IR — AS IT IS STATED:'® AND FOR YOU IT SHALL BE
CHARITY.

Munbaz’s final comment:
mrn obiyb my Miag — MY FATHERS HOARDED wealth FOR THIS
WORLD, X271 nbiyb »nny X1 — AND I HAVE HOARDED merits
FOR THE WORLD TO COME, ‘11 722 Jp7¥ 7m0% 15m., mnxwy
"DUK! — ASIT IS STATED:!'"? AND YOUR CHARITY SHALL GO BEFORE
YOU, AND THE GLORY OF GOD SHALL BE YOUR REWARD."®

Thus concludes Munbaz’s recital of the advantages of giving
charity over the hoarding of wealth.

The Mishnah had stated:
Y WK NIT M1 YT M3 A3 MR BN — AND IF HE BOUGHT A
HOUSE in the city, HE IS IMMEDIATELY treated LIKE one of THE
CITIZENS OF THE CITY and must help bear the municipal expenses
mentioned in the Mishnah.

CHAPTER ONE

BAVA BASRA 11a%

The Gemara cites a dissenting view:
pnung — Our Mishnah, which states that only the purchase of a
fully constructed house immediately accords the buyer the status
of a citizen, Yxona 12 Yivnw 1212 857 — does not accord with
the view of Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel, xnn7 — for it was
taught in a Baraisa: "mix Sxbmy 13 yivew 131 — RABBAN
SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAYS: N1 93 ypup 73 mp ox — IF ONE
PURCHASED even THE SLIGHTEST parcel of LAND IN [THE CITY],"?
Y7 WIND KT M — HE IS treated LIKE one of THE CITIZENS OF
THE CITY. Rabban Shimon maintains that any purchase of real
estate — no matter how small — indicates the buyer’s intent to
remain in the city — and that it is this intent that qualifies him
for citizen status.

The Gemara quotes a conflicting Baraisa:
Tmix Sx@a 13 Tivew 121 xnn N7 — But it was taught in
another Baraisa: RABBAN SHIMON BEN GAMLIEL SAYS: i OX
7 nvab 'R YRR oW — IF ONE PURCHASED THERE in the
city a parcel of LAND SUITABLE FOR constructing A HOUSE upon it,
T WAKD KT 10 — HEIS treated LIKE one of THE CITIZENS OF
THE CITY. In this Baraisa Rabban Shimon rules that the purchase
of a minuscule parcel of land would not qualify the buyer for
citizen status, for there is no indication that he actually intends to
reside in the city.?” Thus, there are two conflicting rulings, both
attributed to Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel. — ? —

The Gemara explains:
wan ™ — The two Baraisos present the rulings of two
Tannaim, 5x'Yn3 12 Tivew 12717 X298 — and each Tanna -
taught according to the opinion of Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel as he understood it.

Mishnah This Mishnah is the source of the ruling (discussed above, 3a) that prohibits the forced division of
jointly owned property if each partner does not receive a share that performs the function of the

whole. The Mishnah applies the ruling to various types of property:

[yni nx PpYin px — We do not divide a jointly owned courtyard against the will of one partner

yaR Ny Ty

mb ninx yaK1 MY ninx — unless there are four amos for this partner and four amos for that partner.®” X%
m1wa nx — And we do not divide a grain field myY pap nywn1 MY 1ap nYWR A3 XMWY 1y — unless there are nine

kavs for this partner and nine kavs for that partner.

grain field Y pap nyn nywn a3 XMW 1Y — unless there are nine half-kavs for this partner
mm nx X9 — Nor do we divide a vegetable garden N 1y

b — and nine half-kavs for that partner.””

[22]

amix 7 131 — R’ Yehudah says: We do not divide a
T'ap n¥n nywn

m‘: 27 '*¥m MY 3p *¥n A2 — unless there is a half-kav for this partner and a half-kav for that partner.”
yai1 '3 ik Ky — R’ Akiva says: It is enough if each partner receives a quarter-kav.”!

The Mishnah now mentions other divisible properties:
T N X5 popaw Ny 89 — And we divide not a salon, nor a hall,*®

nbu nx X5 q2twa nx X9 — nor a

NOTES

14. Charity and kind deeds are among the few mitzvos that produce
“fruits” (i.e. blessings) to be enjoyed in this world, even as the principal
reward for their performance remains intact in the World to Come (Rashi;
see Kiddushin 39b).

15. Proverbs 11:30. Most commentators understand that the verse speaks
of righteous men who inspire others by word and deed to follow the ways
of God. Munbaz understands that it refers to those who, through their
gifts of charity, acquire merit by preserving the lives of their fellow Jews
(see note 13 above).

16. Deuteronomy 24:13. On the simple level, the verse teaches that
returning collateral for a debtor’s nocturnal use is considered a charitable
act. Munbaz interprets homiletically that the reward for charitable
acts in general will be reserved exclusively “for you” — the one who
performs them.

17. Isaiah 58:8.

18. The verse mentions two of the six rewards of charity stated in the
Gemara above (9b). “God’s glory” refers to the Divine Presence, which is
revealed in the World to Come.

19. Le. even one unsuitable for building a house upon it.

20. Where, however, the tract is large enough to accommodate a house,
there is a reasonable assumption that he plans to build and settle down.

21. Each partner must receive an area measuring four amos by four
amos. This is the minimum area needed for basic courtyard uses. The
Gemara below explains that additional space (of 4x4 amos) must be
available for unloading animals.

22.1.e. each partner must be left with a plot of land large enough to plant
nine kavs of seed in it. Any lesser area is too small to be worth the effort
of plowing and sowing (Tbsafos).

A kav is one-sixth of a se’ah, which is the amount of seed planted in an
area 50 by 50 amos. Thus, nine kavs is 1.5 se’ah, and an area large enough
for planting nine kavs is 3,750 square amos (Yad Ramah, Tos. Yom Tov).
23. Although R’ Yehudah’s minimum share is half that of the Tanna
Kamma, the Gemara will explain that the two opinions do not conflict.
924. A vegetable garden requires less work and yields more per kav of
seed than does a grain field. Thus, even a parcel for one half-kav of seed
can be cultivated profitably.

A half-kav translates to 208%: square amos (approx. 650 square feet).
25. A quarter-kav translates to 1046 square amos. Rishonim dispute
whether or not R’ Akiva takes issue with the Tanna Kamma (see Nimukei
Yosef and Yad Ramah to 12a). )

926. Various types of chambers in a palace. From Rashbam below, 98b it
appears that a traklin was used as a meeting place for officers.




