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It is an affirmative precept binding upon every individual Israelite to write a scroll of the Law for his
own use, as it is said, "Now therefore write ye this Song for you" (Deuteronomy 31:19). As the Torah
is not written in separate sections, this text means, "Write for yourselves the Torah in which this
Song is contained".
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The early Sages were called: Soferim, because they would count all the letters in the Torah, as they
would say that the letter vav in the word “belly [gahon]” (Leviticus 11:42) is the midpoint of the
letters in a Torah scroll. The words: “Diligently inquired [darosh darash]” (Leviticus 10:16), are the
midpoint of the words.

Rav Yosef raises a dilemma: Does the vav of the word “belly [gahon]” belong to this side or to this
side? The Sages said to him: Let us bring a Torah scroll and count the letters. Didn’t Rabba bar bar
Hana say with regard to a different issue: They did not move from there until they brought a Torah
scroll and counted the letters? Rav Yosef said to them: They were experts in the deficient and plene
forms of words and therefore could count the letters precisely. We are not experts
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You thus find that there are twenty factors, any one of which disqualifies a scroll of the law. If any of
these occurs, the scroll is like one of the books of the Pentateuch out of which children are taught. It
does not possess the sanctity of a scroll of the Law, and is not used for reading in public worship.
They are as follows: 12) If a single letter was omitted; 13) If a single letter was added;
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They found 3 Torah scrolls in the Azarah; the Sefer ‘Meonei’, the Sefer ‘Za’azuti’ and the Sefer ‘Hee’.
In one they found written Meon Elokei Kedesh and in 2 it was written Meonei Elokei Kedem. They
accepted the 2 and ignored the 1. In one they found written Vayishlach Za’atutei Bnei Yisrael and in
2 it was written Vayishlach es Naarei Bnei Yisrael. They accepted the 2 and ignored the 1. In one they
found written 9 times ‘Hee’ and in 2 it was written 11 times ‘Hee’. They accepted the 2 and ignored
the 1.
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If a disqualification is found in the Sefer Torah at the time of reading, they take out another Sefer
Torah and begin from the place that they found the disqualification and complete the number of
Aliyos. Hagha: When do they bring out another Sefer Torah? When there is an absolute Pesul.
However, on account of deficient and plene form letters, we do not take out another because our
Sefer Torah is not so precise to say that the other Torah will be more Kosher than the first.




